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CHAPTER 1. 
Nelsen Lee Takes a Hand. '' IT~:-; ratl1cr toi1gl1 lttck, to 111y ,,·al" of 

- thir1king1 '' said ~ e1Mln Lee, l1aJf 
. joki11gll1 • ' ' A fellow goes a,vay 011 a 

Jiffict1lt case, comes l1on1e at tl1c e11d 
of it, looki11g for1rard to a rest a11d n sl1ort 
11oliua~ ... , 011ly to find that :rou and ~i1lper 
Ila\-~ g,Jt a11othcr case all 1·cady for 111c to 
taekle. :, 
_ LJl'd Dorri111ore, Lee's stal\\ .. art frie11d a11ll 
a11~v, ~111iled a11d bent for\\~ard eagerly. 

,. I \Yisl1 I cot1ld be st1re :rot1 ,vottl<l take 
it. t111, Lee,'' lie said. '' T\\·e111low pltt 111c 011 

to tl1e matter. T\ve111lo,v, :ro11 n1a)~ re111e111ber, 
is a clergJ·1nan, and of te11 acts as cot1rt 111is­
sio11ary uo,vn i11 the East End. I 1·a11 i11to 
11iu1 ~,:11ei1, at yo1,r reqttest, I took \\""olf, j'Otlr 

Al~atian, to tl1e ,·ctcri.I1n1·j,· l1ospital tl0\\·11 tl1at 
,·.-ay·. I l1appc11ed to co111e ac1·oss tl ,,·0111a11 

"·110 ha.J fai11teJ throt1gl1 sl1~r ''"~11t and 
l1u11 g-1:1r, a11cl 11aturally I tooli" l1ci- lo a coffee 

.ti 

stall aiid }>aid for ,l liat ~lie J1a(I, lht·11 t <,o k 
lier to he1· po,·ert:r-st1·icke11 ]10111e. I ,,. as 
aware .it once tl1at ~he ,vas a ,\·ell-ctlt1c~t(~J 
atKI refined ,vo1nan·. She ,,·as livi11g ,\. itl1 J1e 1· 

daughter, and the sigi1s of great s11ff eri1l~ 
and ha1·dship ~·c1·e ,·isible i11 both tl1eir face~. 

'' The next daJ' I got 011 to T,ve1n]o,v 
abottt it, tl1inking l1e n1igl1t be a))le to llelJ, 
tl1e1n, a11<l it so l1,1}lpe11ed tl1at lie l1a<l k110,Y11 
then1 £01~ some ti111c. Tl1c ,,-0111a11 "!S 11auh~ i ~ 
Legra11d--'' 

h Legrand!'' ecl1->(~ T..it"t~, lt1a11ing lJa<·k j11 

l1is cl1c.~i1· and clo.si11g· )1i:-i e~·es tl1r111g-l1tf1tlJ_y. 
•· ~ot a comn1011 11an1e. I've ]1ear(l it. hefoie. 
Go 011, Doi-rin1orc. '' 

"It nppcars," ro!li-inue<l J~or(] l)o1·ri111cH·•1 J 

,, that rr,ve111lO\\" is yery· PllZZleJ ()\"Cl' thu 
affair. 1\'.11·s. l.,(•g·ra11(l. and l1cr ,1aug11ter ,,·,>rl~ 
at l10111e f<)r· a f111·1·ier, n11d 111ake al)o11t fiYL' 
lo- se,·e1! })Ot111<ls ,l \Yeek llet,vec11 tl1('111. :, 

'' They con1d li,·c CtJn1f<Jrtnlll),. 011 thai, .,_ 
sn i ,J J .... ce. 



--Slarri11g Nt>lson Le~, Detective, His Asslslat1f Nippe,-, anrl Lor,l Do·»..,.imotte l 

• 
Over the anlmowa wastes of Rmiger Desert in far­
oJI' Tibet, from town to town through Northern 
Europe, and thence to London, c~mes a call for 
help from a white man imprisoned in a nioaastery. 
And that call is answered by Nelson Lee, the 
famous detective, who sets out on a quest which is 

fraught with countless dangers ! 
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'' Yes, bt1t they clor1't. 'I'l1ry are nl,vn~•g 
('1:\!f star·ve<l. Tl1e 11oirlt is, ,, .. here does t.l1e 
J"!~oney go? The,r l1a ve no vices, like clrinl,. 
i!1g or drt1g-tal~iri·g. A11<l so I got. ir1to tot1cl1 
\";i tl1 N ippcr, ar1cl ,,~e set a ,vu tel1 011 tr1e 
t~-1~emcnt \\"here t.l1oy live. In so doirJg ,ve 
e1i~~cov·c1'ed tl1a t a Rttssia 11--'' 

'· You said a Russian?" asl~cd Lee 5l1arrJly. 
''\: ... es-a Rusgian-,-i~itccl ~1rs. Legranrl 

f ~·c·r111cntly-al,vays after she l1ad recei.-ed 
1r1nncy. '' 

''Blackmail,'' said Lee qtlietly. 
''Exactly,'' replied Dorrimore. "I lia,"e 

S£·en this man se,'"eral tin1os, and I recog11iscd 
l1in1 as tho leader of a gang of anarcl1ists 
n11d trot1blc-111akers. His name-nt. present­
is I van Vladski. Tl1at may be an alias.'' 

'' 1 van Vladski, '' murmured Lee. as if 
&omething had occurred to l1im. '' Carry on~ 
Dorrimorc. I am intet(:~ted !,,• 

'' Thoug-l1t yo11 ,l9011ld be, JJee. Yott sec, 
I tried my llest. to get l\frs. ~egrand to toll 
1ne all l1rr troubles, bt1t sl1e ts vorJ· proud. 
lier dattgl1ter, 110,Ycver, docs not trust Vlacl• 
slci as she cl<.lC-$, nnd sl1e let fall enougl1 to 
afford n1c a11 i11l~ling of 110,v matters stand. 
As fnr as I can gatl1er, putting t\,·o and t,\~o 
togctl1er, you l:r.10\\T, is that l\1rs. I~egrand'8 
son ,ve11t abroad somo,vl1ero and disappeared. 
At first tliey tl1ol1gl1t 110 ,vas clcad, but tl1is 
I Yan , 7 ~atlsL:i si1cl(le11ly ttirncd tip ,vith the 
nc,vs tl1n t l-,o '\Yns ir1 prison some,, .. l1cre Persia 
,,,.ny, I fanc,,., nnd 110 ,vn11t.ed tl1em t.o (ind 
t.l1e n1onev ·to effect l1is release. But no 

&,· 

n1attcr 110,v mi1ch n1oney l\lrs. IJegrand and 
lier (laugl1tcr pot1r into Vladski's hands, l1e 
nl,vnys comes back for more, ancl there is no 
l1int of ~1 ot1ng Legrand's liberation." 

"I see:" said Lee. '' And did yo11 fincl ot1t 
anything nbot1t l\1r~. Legrand's son?'' 
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'' 011, yes, guv'11or 1 '' ptlt in Nipper. gers may never get out of the cot1ntry. 
'' S)·dncy Legra11d ,vas a journalist on tho Everything is still at sixes and se,·ens in 
staff of tl1e ' Daily Rc1Jort,' a11d lie ,,~as sc11t tl1at part of tl10 ,vor!d, )""O.tt k110,v, ar?cl no 
011 t to Turkestan 011 a Eecret 1nissio11, fro1n mar1 ca.11 really say ,vl1at is l1appening. '' 
,Yl1ich ho never returned.'' Ile knocked ot1t l1is pipe, -tl1e11 glanced up. 

Lee's k~en face ,va·s · ,-cry thougl1tful. '' Of course, I had no l{nowledge of 
'' II'm, it's a strange case,'' he admitted. Sydney Lcgrand's l'elativcs,'' Lee .,vent on, 

'' As a matter" of fact, I ha\·e met tl1is yottng- '' a11d the fact tl1at they arc living i11 poverty 
st.er, SJtdney LegrandJ once or t,vice i11 Fleet strikes n1e as being ratl1er extraordinary. I 
·street. He's a ,·e1·~ able n1an, and l1e kne,v am sure that if they l1ad com1nunicatcd with 
l1is Turkestan wonderfull_y ,veil. He spent tl1e editor of ·tho ' Report ' he wot1ld have 
several years out there, I bclie,ye, and could taken care tl1at tl1ey "·ere at least kept frQm 
talk the various dialects lil{e a native.'' ,vant. '' · 

He looked across at Dorrimore. Dorrimore shook his head. 
"I don't suppose you e\·er ]1eard tl1e real ,. You haven't met l\frs. Legrand, Lee,'' he 

reason why the ' Daily Report ' sent Sydney said, "or yot1 ,vottldn't talk like that. I can 
Legrand 011t to Turkestan, Dorrimor&?'' he tell you sl1e is one of those women who 
,,~ent on. '' It ,vas s11pposed to be in order \\,,ould ratl1er starve tl1an accept cha19ity from 
to d~ribe the co11ditions of life ot1t there at anyone; and apa1't f1·om that, she has had 
the present time; b11t the truth of the money-111oney· in plenty-qt1ite recently. ?tly 
n1atter \\'as that the edito1· of the. ' R.epo1·t' opinion is tl1at this skunk, lva11 Vladski, has 
l1ad rccoi,·ed, unofficially, a report to tl1e been bleedi11g lier; hlackn1ailing her; getting 
effect that s01ne of tl1e cro,vrf'° je,vels belong- every pe11ny 011t of l1er ns sl1e earns it, and 
ing to the Rttssian royal family had been alwal·s de1na11di11g more. There's not the 
taken to Tashkent, and tl1cy ,vere hidden sligl1test doubt bttt tl1at she is absolutely ter­
t.here by the people ,vl10 stole ieem. It, rifled of the brt1tc, and if you can ti11d ottt 
just happens that the jewels ,vere rather weJI ju~t ,vhy · tl1nt terror exists, I'm also s1lre 
known, and no ordinary jeweller on the Con- that )""OU ,vilJ discover son1ething concerning 
tinent ,vou]d have failed to recognise them. Syd11ey Lcgra11d .. " 

'' But the scheme ,,·a.s to }iold the jewels They cl1atted. 1.t o,er, tl1en p1·esent1y Lee 
i11 a safe place until tl1e trot1ble died down, ~,am~ to a d.ec,i,s1on. He telepho11ed to _tlie 
t.l1en they_ were going to be tal\en do,, .. 0 _ Daily _Report ?ffice, and made a!1 nppo1nt-
1 lirough China and. across to .. .\merica, \\rhere n_ient ,v1th tl10 editor f~r tl1at evening. Dor­
t.he thieves hope to find some ,vealtJ1y r1more ,vent b~ck to 

1
h1s cl1ambors, and. some-

.t\.mcrican to pay a "ood price for thciit. ,, '\'here abo11~ eight o clock I"ee rang h11n up 
,, Th O 

• ?'' · . and told l11n1 tl1at he had accepted a com-
at \\·as the story, "·as it• Dornmoi·o missio11 from the editor of the '' Report '' to 

l'emarked. · try and disco,~cr the ,vl1ereabouts of the miss--
'' Yes,'' L~e continued. 11 I happc!led to ing youngster, Sydney J.,egrand. 

l1oar about 1t because I met the od1to1· of '' I thougl1t it best to do it that ,va:y '' he 
tl1e . ' Report ' in the club just "·he11 . he had explained. '' For I an1 now worki11g 'on a 
received the letter. He ,,·as not quite su~ deliberate job, and ca11 den1and assistance 
,vl1etl1er it was a cock-~n~-bt1ll story .or .not, from tl1e police if rcq1-1ire<l. !lave yol1 any 
a11d 11~ asked me n1y op1n1on. I was 111cl1ncd idea ,vhat l1as J1ap1Jened to Vladslti? '' 
t.~ thmk th~ . the . acc~tmt . was genuine "No," said Dorrimore rather ruefulJy. "I 
cl ?~gh, nnd \'\ell, . it .'' as 1 eally on my sttp}lOSO I ot1gl1t to l1a, ... o got holrl of n1oro 
01J1111on t11at the ed1tor sent ~yo1111g Legrand iiiformat.ion about Iiin1 t11an I have.,, 
ot1t to Turkestan '' 

H . -1 · f ~' ,,Tell, ~nd out ,,·l1cre 110 li\i·es, if ),.011 can,''· 
. e. '' as 51 ent or a 111O111011t, l)ltfJiig at said Lee, .. , a11(l let n1c l~no,v. I ,vill ,Yait for 

lu~, pipe. ~ . . . your reply." . . · . 
. Of cour:.e, the iepoi t <'ame through that As. I van Vladsk1 was obviously an alien, 

S) dne:y . Legrar1d l1ad fallc11 fot~l o!, tl1e Dorr1n1ore l1ad o11!y to 'phone a fe,v policc­
a.t1tl1or1t!;8 there,. a1~d l1acl been killed,. Lee statio118 east of Aldgate ta learn that v Jadski 
?dded, b11t I d1dn t pay n111~h attent1011 t_o ,vas living in the Challie Street Hotel a 
it, and even_ no,v I do not bel1e,·o ~hat 110 1s 8111all conimcrcial J1otel off Holborn. ' 
dead. In nine cases ot1t of ten, 1£ anyo110 . h 
va11isl1es in tl1ose parts of tl10 ,, .. orltJ it is He 1 ang 1111 t_ e ~e\vspapcr <?flice,. g:ot on 
invariably asst1med that tl1ey are dead. n11t t? Lee, aiid gave liim tl1e desired 111forma-
Sydney Legrand str11ck me as bei11g a \·ery ti~?· . . ,, . 
·level-headed youngste1·, ancl I sl1ould be i11- " Ri,gpt .Y?U are, Dorr1m<?re, Lee said. 
clined to think he didn't take many risks.'' Tl1eie 8 Jtt~t one 111ore 1.}11ng now I want 

,, B ·t h • , d d 1 1 1 h . you to do. Go along to ~Irs. Legrand, and 
. ut 1 e 1sn t ea , .. st1rc Y 1e ~Yott d ~ve jt1st sco to it ~hat sl~e leav~s Salter's Buildi11gs 

t~ken some ,!'°eans _to ha,- e co1nmun1cated "1th at once-to-night, 1f possible. Tell her that 
111s 1nothcr, Do1·r1more st1ggested. I,ran Vladski will not trol1ble her any n1ore 

.. Yes. That is a point ,vorth considering,'' and- try to get her story out of her. But if 
Lee ~greed. '' ~t1t l~ou know out !here the she \\1on't co11fide in yo11 to that extent, at 
question of getting letters t'hrot1gh 1s a very least asst1re her i,hat \ 1Jaclski ,vill not do 
diffic11lt one. ..t\nd -again, S:ydney Legra11d any 111ore black111ailing so far as she i.s con-
111aj· 11a ,·e se11t n1csse11gers, but those messc11- cerned. '' 
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T IIERE "'as n quiet assurance abo11t Lee•1 
voice that hinted to tho aristocrat 
that he kne\\~ a great deal more about 
'\Tladski tl1an he l1ad cared to tell. Of 

co11rse, Dorrimore ",.as itching to find out 
jt1st what he did kno,,,., bt1t he cot1ld not 
,rery well tackle tho detecti,~e on it over 
tl1e telephone, so after assttring Lee that 
110 '\\"ould carr~t ot1t his instrt1ctiop, ho ro. 
placed the 1·ecci,,er. 

It struck Dorriruol'e that he migl1t as \\·ell 
get Nipper to go along Y,ith him, and he 
'1)honed Gray's Inn Road, and ,va.s forttinate 
eno11gh to find the youngster in. 

They agreed to meet, and t.he res11lt wns 
tl1at shortly after nine o'clock they were 
heading east~"arcl for Salter's Bt1ildings, the 
tenements \\"here ~Irs. Legrand li,,.ed \l"ith 
,bor daughter. 

Dorrimore felt a lit.tie timid about the task 
Lee had set hin1, for he, being an aristocrat 
himself, could appreciate ho,v Mrs. Legrand 
lYot1ld feel to,vards anyone ,vho ,•.-aa trying 
to worm her secret out of her. And ,vhen 
tic knocked it \\ras l\irs. Legrand herself who 
opened the door, and a glance at her face 
·assttred the ,Tisitorg that sl1e ,vas inclined 
t.o mistrttst these lYl10 _ ,vcrc ,._,illing to help 

_l1er, no doubt thinki11g tl1at tl1eir inter,,ention 
r11ight a11ger Vladski ar1cl so ruin lrhat chances 
of escape her son had. · 

Nipper and Dorrimore \Yent inside to find 
r.Iarian Legrand .seated at the table, hard at 
1',.ork ,, ... ith needle and thread. Tl1e room l\"as 
a poky little place, ~nd under t.l1e faint gas 
ligl1t on the table., l\larian Legrn.nd, ,vho 
,,·ould have been n ,·cry pretty girl t1nder 
l1appier circ11n1stnnc~, looked very pale and 
\Yan. 

Dorrimore held 011t his hnncl. 
'' I \\·ant yo11 to 11nderstand tl1at we are 

vo11r friends, ?.Ir8. Legrand, 11 he said. '' It 
is trite that I ·hnve interfered ratl1er in your 
r,ff air.s, in a '\\·ay· perhaps I had no rigl1t t.o 
<lo, b1tt I felt justified t1nder tl1e circum­
st:1nccs." 

''I don't kno~v tl1at ~·011 can do any good,'' 
~1ie sai<l listlessl~y·. '' Dt1t j"OU mjg·l1t do a deal 
of harm.'' 

'' Tl1at is a mattrr of opinion, of course,'' 
he replied. '' I don't ,vant to pr:r into your 
r~ffairs, 1'11rs. Legrand, btlt I feel abE.:olutclj' 
cc,n\i·inced that it i.s to l'Ottr interest to let 
me kno\v all )-ou can concerning tl1is man 
Vladski. ,,~ho is he? ,,7hcre does he c-ome 
from?'' 

He saw the n111tc agony in l\frs. Legrnnd's 
face. She clasped l1er fin$'ers together, and 
lier lips p11rsed tigl1t1y, indicated that she was 
determined to keep siler1t-; but sl1e reckoned 
,·rithout her daughter, for Marian Legrand, 
after a quick, appealir1g glance in his direc­
tion, ,,·ent rouncl to l1er mother and caught 
her by the arm. 

'' I am quite sure tl1nt t.hcse gentlemen cnn 
be trusted, motlier denr, t, sl10 said. ' 1 And 
in any case, v.-e m1ic~t do somctl1ing. This 
doubt and silence is killing me, and you 
know that I-I am verv mucl1 afraid of Ivan 
Vladski. ~• .. 

She drew back d pace and faced Dorr1more. 
''If \\~e \\"ere only sure," she said. ''You 

kno\V how I love Sydney, and I would be 
willing to sacrifice n1uch to sa,"e l1im. But 
I feel that Vladski is l~ying to u.s-l1as been 
lvi11g to us all tl1e t.ime; but we have never 
liad a chance of finding out the truth.'' 

She looked across at. Dorrimore. 
''Il my mother tells the. story to you,9 11 

ehe bega11, '' yott must promise not to reveal 
it t.o nn:rone. The people in this coun~ all 
belie,"e that my brother Sj,.dney is dead, and 
,ve ha,"e allo":-ed t.hem to remain in tl1at 
belief.'' 

Dorrimorc bo,ved. 
'' AnythinR JTOU tell ~y friend and I,. ?iiiss 

Legrand, ,,·111 be held as sacred,'' he said. 
The girl slip pod a chair f or,,,ard, and her 

mother seated herself in it. Then Marian 
,vent to the other side of the table, and took 
n seat. Tl1ere ,,·as a moment's silence., then 
l\irs. Legrand began. 

''You- are q11ite rigl1t ,vhen you say thnt 
Ivan Vladski has been gett.ing money from 
me, ,t she said. '' Ir1deed, he has had a great 
deal of money. But I don't think it is exactI1. 
blackmail-at least, I dicln't thinlt so until 
recentlv. '' · 

Sl1e l1esitated for a moment, then \\'ent on: 
''Perhaps yo11 have heard of my son, 

Sydney Legrand? He was employed by 
the ' Report,• and some t,velve months ago 
he ,vas sent ot1t on a special mission to tha 
East. lie ,vent to Tw;l1~ent to try to get par .. 
ticulars concerning a certain mo·vement tl1at. 
l1ad ~een c3rried 011t there.'' • 

Dorrimore had henrd all this from Nelson 
Lee, bt1t l1e .tl1ought it innd\Tisable to inter­
rl1pt, and allo,,·ed !\lrs. Legrand to continue 
to give him details concerning her son's pro• 
fession. 

'' ,,~ e ]1eard that Sydney had been killed_. 
and he had ""Tarncd t1s tl1at he might be in 
danger of paying st1ch a penalty. It v-·as a 
very bitter blo,v to me, of cottrso, for Syd11ey 
,vas a good son, and ,,Te missed him very much 
"rhen he Vlent a,vaJ·. I l1nd all inqt1iries made 
tl1a t '1."ere possible, but no trace could be 
found of l1im. 1 pt1t se, .. eral advertisements 
in papers for circulation abroad, and aft-er 
n1anv ,vearv months I had the first communi-.. .. 
cation. It came from Paris, and l\·as signed 
by I,·an ,-rladski. He said tl1at if I ,vere the 
motl1er of SJ·dney Legrand he had !ome im• 
portant i11forn1ation to give me, and he sug .. 
gestecl that I should mal{e an appointment 
to meet him in London.'' 

She looked across at Dorrimore. 
''1:---ou can understand jnst \Yl1nt we felt,•• 

she said. • 1 It "·as like a f3)? of hope to Lt~, 
and I answered th<> message at once. A ,, .. eek 
later I came to London and· ea,v Vladski at 
the Challie Street Hotel, off Holborn. I 
can't aay thnt I was exactly impre$Sed by 
the man's appearance, but he kne,v so much 
about my b~y, and ga,·e me so many intimate 
details of his life, that I knew he cottld not 
be l)ring. '' 

She leaned forwnrd in her chnir. 
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'' 1Iy son is not dead, Lord Dorrimore," she told them ,vas oll\~ ious?y qt1ite complete in 
,ve11t 011. '' He is in pri8011 in Tasl1kent. itself, a11d to Do1·r1more it indicated c!early 
'fhc:y charged him ,v1th tl1eft, a11d, aooording e11011gh jttst ,,, hat I van Vladski's game ,vns. · 
to Iva11 Vladski's story, tlle evidence ,vas very Not for 0110 mo111e11t cottld he credit tl1e 
strong against hi1n. So far as I cot1ld n1ake story that the rascal had told them. 
ottt my son tra,·ell_ed. in a rail\.\'ay carriage Of cottrse, he ,vas p1·epared to admit tl1at 
along ,vith a n11111ber of , .. cry ,vealtl1y mer- J1e kne,v somethi11g co11cerning Sy·dney 
<-'ha11ts, and when l1e reached Tashkent and Legrar1d, and had got hole) of tho lad's 
,._·ent to a hotel there, he ,\~as follo,ved by the papei·s by some mea11s or otl1er, ·but Dorri­
police, and 011c of tl1e rnercha.nts charged him 111ore ,vas conv·i11ced that Mrs. J--'egrand's five 
,vit.h ::,tcaling a la.rgo parcel of _pearls. f t'hol1sand pou11ds hacl gone into Vladski's 
portion of tl1e pearls ~·ere found 1n my son s pocket, and his story cot1cemi11g the 111oney 
IJossession, amongst his kit, a11d there were tl1at he had pro, ... ided fron1 his own IJOcket 
,vitnesses brou n-ht for,vard to prove tl1at l1e \\"as a tisst1e of lies. 

_ i1ad sold one o~ t,vo of the pearls to them.'' He tried to get }lrs. Legrand to belic'\98 
' She clasped her ha11ds togctl1e1· nervously that, but sl1e only sl1ook her head. 

• 

and leaned back i11 her cl1nir. '' I don't say that Vladski's ai1 honest 1nan, 
'' l\fy son did 11ot give l1is real name,'' sl1e bttt I do know that he l1as some informatio11 

,vent on. '' Perhaps he was asl1amed of tl1e concerni11g n1y bolT, '' ,vas l1er reply. '' And 
(lisgrace that might be attached to it. Bt,t -\vel], he ,vas the first ono to bring n1e a 
l10 waij put in prison at- Tashkent, and Ivan ray of l1ope, a11d £01· t.hat reason I did not 
Vladski \\"as at that tin1e connected in some mi11d parting with tho money I had. I ,vant 
way ,,·ith the prison. He ~t in tot1ch v.:ith my boy back-I ,,·ant to save him, a11d if 
Sydne:)~, l1card his story a11d p1·omised to help . n1oncy ca11 do it I will fi11d that inoney. '' 
him." Do1·rimore sa,v it '"as useless to argue ,vith 

lier. Like· many other ,vo1nen1 she was pre-
RS. LEGRAND arose to h9r feet. pa1·cd to bli11d herself to the obviotls1y in-

''I will show you- the papers t11at si11ccrc side of I,·an Vladski. 
Vladski brought to n1e, and it "·ae Sl1e had evidently centred the whole of 1101• 
through tl1em that I recognised that, life in her 1nissi11g so11J a11d nothing in the 

at least, his story \\·as gcn11i11e enough.'' ,vor]d ,vould n1ake her give up t1er be1ief tl1at 
Sl1e diHappeared for a fe,v n1oments, re- ,vhat she \\"as doing 110w 1night ultimately 

turning presently with a little heap of papers J1c]p to sa,·c hor boy. 
"·hich she ha11dcd to Don~in1ore. They ,vere \Vhen they rose to lca,,.e, Marian gave Dor­
S1!'d11ey Legrand's passp_ort, and also one or rimore a little 110d of her head, a signal 
two letters, togetl1er ,vith a faded photograph ,vhicl1 ho understood, a11d presently tl10 girl 
of the you11g journalist ridiiig on a shaggy \\"US walki11g across tho dark courtyard ,vith 
l\fanchurian pony• them to,vards t.l1e street. 

'' !tiy son gave Vladski t11ese papers so that '' I ,vant you to \1ndersta11d tliat I do11't 
110 ,vo11ld be able to Pr?ve that the. story he lJelie,le in I va11 Vladski~ J-'ord Dor1:imore, "· 
,vot1ld tell me ,vas genll1ne. Vlad.ski told me tl1e girl sa.id. '' Bt1t yolt can see that 111y 

there ,~·as ot1!y one :':ny of savitig Sydney 111othei- does, and I know just ,vl1y t.hat is. 
fr<?1n l11s t.orr1ble pos1t1011, and that ,vas by · Sl1e is very fond of n1y brother Sydne:f; he 
bribery. I do11't kno,v much . about the is her baby. a11d she is h1i11di11g herself to 
ct1ston1s of tl1e. East, I .. ord Dorrimore, bttt Ivan Vladski's real cl1aracter so that sl1e n1ay 
perhap~ yo1t ,v1ll be .a·ble to prove whether cling to t-he hope that 0110 day Sydney ,vill 
VladskJ's statement 1s correct or not. He rctitrn to ]1er. '' 
said t.l1!1t provided there was enough money, · l\tarian Legra11d's e~;cs glin1mered i11 tl10 
any prisoner wot1ld be_ allo\\!ed to get a,Yay darktless. 
in tha~ part of the ""'~rld. ,.. '' Can you l1clp 11s ?~' sl1c pleaded. .. \\1 e are 

Do1T11:lJore 11oddcd 111s head. 111t1ch too poor no,v to do anythi11g. VJncJski 
'' Tl1at's trL1e e11ot1g·l1, ::\ilrs. Legrand,'' l1e l1as scre,ve<l every pe11ny out of my 1notl1er 

a greed. '' Even in the old da:ys i11 Russi~ it a11d ho takes everything ,ve can earn. \\~ e 
,,~as p<Jssible to get a,vay fro1n prison if one are. practically destitute, Lord Dorrimore. 
l1ad e11ougl1 mo11ey to do the necessary But if yo11 can in son1e way or otl1cr fir1d 011t 
bril1i11g.'' just "~hat has ha.}Jpened to Sydney, you ,viii 

He leaned across the table. car11 our undying gratitude.'' 
'' Hc,v rn11ch money have yo11 actually give11 Of cot1rse, both Nipper and Dorrimore 

to I ,~an Vladslc1 ?'' l1e asked. Iiad made up their n1inds by tl1cn that tl1ey 
'' Over five thousand pounds,'' j\frs. Legrand "'·ould make a very big attempt to discoiter 

rettirned, ,,·ith a little sigh '' It was nll I just ,vhat had happc11ed to ·young Legrand, 
possessed, and even that does not seem to so it ,vas not really noce~a.1-y for Miss Le-­
be enough. Vladsk1 is in direct touch witl1 grand to ..plead \\""it!1 then1. But Dorrimore 
the people out there, and he sends money asst1red her that tl1ey wel'e Ollt for business, 
over to a safe place by cable; b11t he has I1ad and he gave her to understand what ,vas 
to advance more money out of his own pocket, happeni11g ~ith regard to Ne]son Lee. 
~11d .. he he ,van ts that mo11ey back.'' '' Nipper and I are only small fry l:liss 

Nipper and Dorri more fired off· a nttmber Legrand,'' he said. •• But there 1s a man 
of questions - at l\lrs. Legrand and her lJchind us ,vho has jt1st about the keenest 
daughter Tl1e story tl):it tl1e ,,·oman l1ad brain 111 tl1e ,, .. or1d ,vl1en it comes to fathom .. 
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i11g a m:rstcry. Sit. tight in London antl 
lea vo it to us. E,~cn to-nigl1t ,ve may hear 
eome unexpected· de·relopment that ,,,.ill help 
to lift the clottd a little. In any case, I cnn 
asst1re you that · ,Yhate,·er else 1r1a~~ or may· 

. a1ot ·happe11, J-"OU. ,vill never be "·orried bv 
I ,,.an Vladski again." • 

That, of course, \Yas ratl1er a bold state• 
n1ent -to make_. but Dorrimorc ,,·n~ rel~ling 
011 Nelson Lee, ~nd he had e\:-er)y right to 
do so. --

CHAPTER 2. 
Arrested I 

HEN NiJlper a11<l Dorrimore left 
Salter~s Buildings they headed baclt 
for Gray's Inn Road, fullv e~pect• 
ing to se-e -Nelson Lee there. Thev 

arrived at the chaml)ers shortly after elevei1 
o'clock, but the landladjT informed them that 
tl1cre had been no sign of the detective, and 
after kicking tl1eir heels for a \\7hile in the 
consulting-room, Dorrimore rang up the 
'' Report '' offices and discxy,·ercd that Lee 
l1ad left there sl1ort-ly after his former con­
,·ersatioti <;,vcr the telephone. 

Unfortunately the editor ~•as ot1t, so Dor­
rimore could 11ot get any information fro1n 
tl1at quarter. 

Ten minutes after,vards, however, the· t.e]c­
phonc bell l\'llirred, and Nipper ans,vered it. 
Dorrimore l1eard l1im taking a message; tJ1e-n, 
1Yhcn he had replaced the recei,:-er~ he t.umed 
to his compar.tio11. 

'' 1'1's all rigl1 t, Dorrimore, '' he saicl. 
"\Ve've got to go down to the Cl1allie Street 
Hotel and asli: for Room 45. I think it is 
one of the ser,raI1ts ,vl10 gave me tl1e message, 
b11t it mttst l1ave come from tl1e guv·'nor." 

They had half expected that Lee "rot1!d 
get somewhere round the hotel where \-rlad• 

- ski was sta:ring, 'SO neither of them dot1btecl 
tl1c genuinoness of tl1ia message. 

Tl1cy left the Gray's Inn Road again, fot1nd 
a taxi, and ,vere soon drivcr1 to the quiet 
l1otel off Holborr1. It ~·as one of tl10s0 dingj· 
places well kno.vn to commercinl travellers, 
b11t not what 011e migl1t call a popttl~.r ts·pc 
of establishment. 

It stood in a corner of a quiet square-, a11d 
l1ad obvious!,· 011ce bec11 an ordinar"l d\\"ell· 
ir1g l1ouse. The,y e11tered a ding~· li1ll, and 
o aieepy-looking attendant in l1is shirt-sleeves 
came across to them. 

Dorrimore asked for Room 45, a1ld l1e 
r,oi11ted to the · staircase. 

'' On the second ftoor, sir,'' he sai<l. '' Tl1ird 
door on the 1·ight._'' . 

Tl1ey di~, .. ered after,vards that rna11y of 
tl1e patrons of that cstablislun~11t used some 
of the rooms as sho,,· .. rooms, 1a,,ing out t-l1eir 
mercl1andise and in· .. iting their prospect.i1tc 
customers to cnll a11d '"iew then1. 

A .. commercial tra,·cller has to keep bt1sy 
all day during the short time ho spends i11 
-London, and his c11stomers are at liberty to 
call Jit all hot1rs of the day or night, so t-110 
·porter of tl1e C1!1allie Street- Hotel imagined 

tl~at Nipper and Dorrimorc '\\rere goi11g to 
\,..ICll" someone's stock, and lie allo,vcd them 
to go off togetl1l'r tip the stairs. 

They reached tho second floor and turned 
to tl10 right, finding Room 45. Dorrimoro 
knocked _on the door, bttt there 1,1as no repl~~, 
and he turned tl1e knob and entered, finding 
tl1e plRL~ in darkness. Actt1ally, he ottght 
to l1a,~e made inquiries then, but ·he didn't 
do so. 

He l1ad accepted the telephone message as 
coming from Lee, and he came to t·he con­
clt1sion that he had wanted them to get 
into this room and ,vait the1·e until ho 
arri, .. ed. So he simpl~r strode into the cham• 
ber, follo,,·ed by Nipper; then, after a search, 
found the electric ,,,,·itch and pressed it 
do,\'11. 
· The room had ob\riously been used as & 
show place on sc, .. eral occasions; there •Were 
fi,-e or six cl1airs and a couple of long tables. 
But there \\"as no aign of anv recent occtt­
pancy, and they sat do\\'n and· began to cl1at 
to·· each otl1~r. Dorrimore noticed that the~­
Y.'DS a door on the left, and after five or 
six minutes had passed he rose to his feet, 
crossed to tl1c door and opened it. 

The adjacent roorn "·as in darkness, but 
aa he stood tliere lie heard a half muffled 
sot1ncl, follo\\"Cd by tl1l\ crealc of a bed. Nipper 
heard tl1e l30ttnd as ,,·ell, a11d camo across 
to wl1ere his co111panion ,vas standing. 

'' \\that is it,- Dorrimore ?" he asked. 
Tl1ey listened for a few seconds, and agai11 

tl1e creaking noise came, fo1lo\\'ed by a thi1t, 
strangled breatJ1; tl1en ft crash soubdcd, and 
the tinkling of glass f ollo\\red. 

Nipper slipped past Dorrimorc, and t.ho 
aristocrat heard him S\1,eeping l1is hand o,-cr 
the -,,·all until he fo1111d the electric s,vit~h. 
Tl1e roorn leftpt into light, and the~1' sa,,1 that 
it \\'&S a bed-roo1n. 

On ttie bed, IJ·ing outstretched on the top 
of tl1e co,·erlet, \YM a ma11's figure. He \\·as 
bou!1cl l1nnd a11d foot, a.nd there ,,=-as a stri11 
of cloth tied round his mouth. 

They dived for the bed together, and Dor• 
rimore- rencl1ed ot1t to loosen tl1e man's bo11ds. 
As he did so l1e l1eard a footfall comi11g from 
t11e other (loor of the 1woom, then it v.,.as 
forced opetl· and lie <'alight sigl1t of the porter 
i11. his shirt-sleeYes, follov~·cd by a man in 
,vaiter '.s cloti1es. 

The porter ga \·e a sl1011t and leaped tl1rot1gl1 
the door~·av to\\·ards them. 

'' He1·e ! \\~hat's l·our game?" 
'Il1eir position "·as riot a con1fortable one. 

T.!10 porter had cat1ght Dorrimore leani1lg 
over tl1e fello"~ on the bed, and it certainly 
looked rather Sltspicious. Before l1e had time 
to explain the hotel ser,·ant had grabbed al 
l1is arm, dragging him &\\"ay f1·om the bed, 
and another shottt from the doorway heralded 
the arrival of tvro or three other serl-·ants, 

They t-ackl~d Nipper and Dorrimore, and 
tl.1e ariat.ocrat, for all his strength, ·did not 
attempt to strt1ggle. Then pres~ntly the man 
on tl1e -bed, V\"ho1n_ tl1cy . saw no,,· .~aa • 
m!ddle-age-d, rat-h~r portly-looking gentle• 
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n1an, was Jifted and ·supported b:; a cot111!c of 
the note! staff. 

He looked dazed and sick, but 01Je11cd his 
eyes, and. after a glance rot1nd tl1e roon1, 
raised a shaking finger a11cl poi11ted it at 
Dorri more. 

''Don't let him get a,vay,'' l1e said ... I_ 
I saw ·him in my roon1. '' 

The position seemed rat.lier ridiculous. No 
doubt the old fellow had cat1gl1t sigl1t of 
Dorrimore as ho stood 10 the Jighted door,vay 
leading from the ather chamber, a11d in his 
half-dazeci, stupid condition migl1t ha,;e 
fallen into a11 error. . 

Before tl1e3 had a cha11ce to explain, tl1e 
mar1age1 of the hotel, follo,yed by . a police• 
cons.table, appeared and too·k cha1·go of 
affairs. Evcryo11e in that roQ1n began to 
speak· at once, arid in the· babble of so1111d 
neither Nipper 11or Dorrimore could get · a 
,vord in edge\\rays. 

The porter who had directed tl1e1n to 
Room 45 was very -,,.ociferous inJlis denuncia­
tion. Accordi11g to his statement, they J1ad 
gone up to tho room half an ho111~ before, 
,vhich, . of course, \\-·as absttl'd. 

Gradually, however, tho police-constable 
iook · control of aff a1rs, and he managed· to 
get some sort of clear staternent f ron1 the old 
fellow w110 had been attacked. 

He ,vas tl1e representati\-e of a big n1anu• 
factt1ri11g jewellc1·, and tl1e chamber 11cxt 
c.loor had been 11sed as his sl10,v-room. 

Of co11rse, Dorrimore kne,v tl1at 110 ,vas 
1nakiQg. a m,istake,. b11t 110 s,vore that it ,vas 
11ot more thar1 half an hour before tl1at he 
l1ad been attacked in- that room n11d l1ad- bee11 
carried to his O\\'n bed-roon1 and tie4 up .. 

So far as he· co11ld j11dge tl1ere had becr1 
t,vo individt1als in the attack, bt1t I1e had 11ot 
bce·n able to catch sight of them, for tt1ey 
l1ad entered tl1e roon1 11oiselessly, and had 
leapt at him "~hile l1is back ,vas tt1r11ed. The 
lights l1ud bee11 s,vitched off ,vl1e11 tl1e attack 
,vas n1ade, so tl1at l1e l1ad 11ot seen their 
faces, n11d all he cot1ld state ,vas that one of 
tl1em ,vas a tall and very po\verft1I 1nn11, for 
the tra vcller had been l1el1lless i11- l1is gras}J. 

Tl10 fact tl1a.t R-001n 45 ,vas 110,v e111pty 
1nade it very obw .. iotts tl1at robbt~ry l1ad lJec11 
nt the botton1 of the attack. 

Three leather cases in ,vhicl1 l1e car.i-ied l1is 
~amples of variotts types of je,velle1·y l1ad 
been stole11, a11d, according to l\Ir. Revell, 
the traveller's accot1nt, most of tl1e je,vellery 
11;.id been laid ottt on the tables ,vhen tl1e 
uttack had taken place. 

Tl1e positio11 ,vas ce1~t:.ri11ly a scriot1s 011e, 
;·et both Nipper and Dorri111orc sa\v tl10 
l1t1mour in it, and althougl1 they tried to ex­
plain to the gi,oup of indig11ant hotel 
servants, it was no good. 

Finally Nipper and Dorri111ore ,·vere 
1narched off by a cottple of cor1stab1cs to the 
11earest police-station, ,vitl1 the old fcllo,v 
a11d the hotel manager in the rear. 

· To Dorrimore it seemed as though they 
11a.d walked into a trap, and l1e ,vas half­
·inclined to explni11 the ,vhole affair1 but 
Nipper insiP.tcd 011 l~eeping sile11t •. 

."I don't kno,v ,vhat's at the bottom of it, 
Dorrimore,'' he said, .. bt1t I am not going 
to let them kno,v that we ,vent there because 
,ve thought the guv'nor had sent. us a 
message. If it is a trap-well, ,ve can· soon 
get ot1t of it. Bt1t I tl1ink myself we had 
better let matters slide for the time being. 
It may mean that ,ve ,,·ill have to cool 011r 
heels 1n a police cell for to--night, but that's 
all ,vc sl1a]l st1ff er.,, 

Tl1e t1st1al assort1nent of nigl1t prowlers l1ad 
been foJto,ving them, a1ld \\1hen tl1ey e11tcred 
tl10 police-station Dorrin1ore glanced back 
over his shoulder a11d sa,v tl1at there ,vas a 
dingy mob of at least a sco1·e or .so of. 
i11terested spectators sta11di11g oa the 
pavemer1t outside. 

. The old tra, .. eller cl1arged tl1e1n ,vith 
robbery and violence, a11d they refused to 
give tf)eir names, so that the upshot of it 
,vas ·they ,vere both n1arcl1ed do,vn the 8ag­
sto11ed passage and bundled into a cell. 

The idea of spending a night on the bare 
boards ,vas not by any n1eans a plcasa11t one, 
and ,,·hen the ,varder had gone Dorrimo1·e 
looked ac1·oss at Nipper nnd gave him a 
nod.. · · 

"I'm lca,·ing. this to you, l"'0t1ng 'u11,"' he 
said, '' bt1t, frankly, I don't see toe fo1·ce of 
_it. _ \V11y not tell tl1ese people who '""e are 
110,v and settle things at once ?1

~ 

Nipr1cr ,vas perched on tho edge of the cot, 
a11d there ,,,as a grin on his keen you11g face 
as he looked ttp at his companion. · 

'' \Vhnt does it matterJ old chap?" he said •. 
'' A night like this ,von,t hurt us. Candidly, 
I am of opinion that the ,vhole of this affa=i­
l1as been rigged, and I a111 willing to make 
a Iitt]e bet that to-morro,v mon1ing ?tir. 
Revell will find that he l1as not been i-obbed 
of his property, and it ,vill all be returned 
to him some ,vay or tl1e other." 

'' Ho,v tl1e dickens do yo11 1nanage to con1e 
to that conclusion?'' asked Dorrimore. 

Ni11per- ch11cklcd. 
.-, We]l, yot1 see, I kno,v the guv'nor's 

111ethods," he rett1rned, 0 a11d some of the1n 
ai'e darned stran~c. \Ve both know that Ivan 
Vladski ,vas living at tl1e Challie Street 
llotel, and the1·e isn't the sligl1tcst dot1bt bt1t 
,vhat Vladski Sltspects yot1. Now, if tl10 
g11v'nor ,vanted to get 011 friendly terms ,vith 
\rladski, the best possible way he cottld 
111anagc that ,vould be by 11roving that he 
,vas no frie11d of yo'l1rs. '' 

Dorri1nore noddecl. lie l1ad bumped i11to 
Vlad ski at l\if rs. Legrand's on one or t,vo 
occasions, and knc,v that tl1e Russian re­
garded hin1 ,vith grnve St1spicion. Besides, 
rtt one time Dorrin1ore hnd been in the Secret 
Service, a11d perhaps· Vladski had seen or 
l1eard of him 1n that co11nectio11, 

Nipper leaned for,vard 1 nodding his head 
,visely. 

"I ,vouldn't mind betting that I van· 
Vladsl\i or one of his pals ,vas amongst that 
111a11gy c1·0,vd ot1tsido l1ere ,vhen we we1·e 
brol1~ht in. By this tin1e everyone 0l1t there 
,viii k11ow that we have been Jocked up for 
tl1e nigh~, at any_ rate,' and that the c.ase is 
very se1-iot1s against t1s. In other words, 



I ra11 \:]adskt ts, i}i 1f·a1i~e tl1at v,-(~ are laid l1y 
the l1eels, antl l1e 11E·ecl not be afraic.l of \Id 

follo,ving l1irr1 if h.e l1ns 111ade lll) l1is 111ind lo 
n10,·e. ,, 

Dorrimore coulci riot qt1ite foilo,,- Ni})l)er's 
r,rocess of rea~(JI1i11g, but. l1e ,yus r,rcpared to 
l\(icnii that tl1e ~"Oltngster kr1e,,· 11111cl1 111ore 
n bout tl1e detecti ,·e's n1etl1ods t.l1a11 lie clid, 
11:1d he left it at tl1at. 

Ho stretched l11rn~el £ out or1 tl1e C()t, a 11<] it 
,w:as jt1st ab(Jllt tl1e l1nr<l~t. tl1ing lte e\-er 
btruck, but 110 111a11ng·e<l to fall into a. <loze, 

... -- ~--_z_:.::...~~ -
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'J} 1 e i 11.~ I)et1 c, r reg' a r(led t l1e111 c: 1ose l v n11cl 
t uol~ '4 t)ace tortYa 1-cl. .., 

' ' 'l'he r11e~er•ger r,;cl~ecl up tl1e cnsfs r•t 
Pirca(lilly· ~l'ube Statior1, ,, l1ere tlte~y l1acl l,ecu 
left last r11gl1t,'' llfll ,ver1t on, "and frorn i11• 

c111iries I l1a re made it seems tl1eJ' ,;rerP left 
tlter~ l-,efore )"OlI t,Y.o rcaPhed tl1e l1otC'!. 
No"~· tl·•e11, out '"·iti1 it! \~/110 ar0 :yo11, an<l 
,,·l1at is b(~l1in(l tl1is gar110 of yottrs ?•· 

Dorri111ore n(){lcled to Nipper, and tlae 
youtLg-,ter l,egar1 to ex1)lain. A5 soc,n nR lu_~ 
111e11ii,J1~ell l1is 11a111c-, ar1d t.l1at of K cJso1J 

Under arrest, Dorrlmore. and Nipper were ur1ecl forward Into the police 1tation. A• &heJ 
entered Dorrlmore glanee4 back over Illa 1boulder and••• lhal a number o! 0J1b\ prowler1 

were keenlJ watehlnc them. 

aru] ,,~as only a1-l'akened 11cxt morr1ing by llle 
cl<lr1k of the keys as tl1e "\Yarder ope11ed tl1e 
doar of their cell. 

T -IE man asked if tl1ey wanted eny food, 
and Dorriillore ga,re him soine 1noney 
,•,itl1 wl1ich he provided tJ1em ,~ .. itl1 a 
decent breakfast; tl1en aon1e~·her~ 

abollL nine o'clock t.lio first st.artli1ig proof 
tl1at Nipper's ti1eori0.s \\'·ere correct can1e, for 
e police irispectc•r e11tered tlte ce11 arid r1oclcled 
to tl1e1n. 

'' Look l1cre, '' lie said, '' ~·11at'8 tl1~ ~arnr,? 
\\1 e've jt1st bee11 ttrJtifietl f ror11 tl1e (!halli0 
Street Hotel tl1at tlie '\\·rio18 of ~Ir. Re, .. ell's 
propert:y v.'as rc-tttrne() to l1i1i1 lJy· a special 
111esse11ger t}1i~ 1nor11i11g." 

'' I ti deed ? ', sa; cl Dorri1nor0. \".·it 11 A r rt t l1l' r 
i;3rrastic infl~~io11 il~ his ,7'oict~. ,; J.\.nd do you 
t l 1 in k t I 1 a t ·~ Y t: s e ~ l t i t b a e li ? ' · 

Lee, tl1e r.olire c.•fl1cial's manner cl1a1igeu at 
011ce. 

•· \Vl1y or1 earth didn't vo11 tell tl.8 t!iat last. 
• .i 

night~,, he said. ,~ I thot1ght m~yself, ,vhen I 
heard (tie report, that tt1ere was somctl1ing 
fisl1:v obottt- it. ,,re have been l1t1nting all 
rolt11d Londort fc•r t h,lt confo1111ded s,,·ag t.hat. 
you \,,ere stipt.qsed to l1avo cleared out o[ 
tl1e l1otel .'' 

He turne(l to Nir•per. 
'' I 1-.n 1te ne,·er n1et yon l)efore, Ll1 t. c•[ 

<'Ot1r~i~, l', .. A l1t-arcl of )"cJu nr,cl J\fr. Lee,'"' lu: 
sa1<1. ''\\,."ltat'8 tl1~ iclea ?" 

'l1f10 ~~oung9ter sl1ook l1is l1eacl. 
"I clo11't. qt1i~e 1~110,r,f' 110 rett1rnc<l, ''JJut 

it 6£'en1s to rfle tl1~t sorneo11e \Vas 111ig-l1t}· 
a r1 x i o i.1 s f () 1· t 1 s tu g P t·. I oc k e d ti i1 f a~ t. n i g 11 t, 
at1<l, ttncler th(• circttrJ1stances, l .. ,or{I 
llc•rri 1 i-1ore- a11d I thoug·l1t ,ve ,vot1ltl ol)lis·e 
t !1 e r~·t. " 
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'f1Je inspector flt111g back l1is l1cad nr1d ,vent 

off into a roar of laughter. 
'' You're about the li111it, '' 110 said. 

'' Allo,ving yot11·selves to be ,valked throt1gl1 
tl1e streets like t,vo dnngerot1s · desperadoes 
and kicking your heels in a cell all night, 
just because you thot1gl1t someone had a 
scheme on, eh?'' 

'' That's abottt it,'' Nipper said, "nnd I 
thi11k it ,vas the g1.1v'nor ,vl10 ,vas at tl1e 
bottom of tl1e schcn1e.'' 

"I' 1) take yottr ,vord for it,'' tl1c i11spec~~r 
resumed, '' and, so far ns I an1 conce1ned, 1t· s 
an open door for you 110,v. You can clear 
ot1t· whenever yot1 like." 

Nipper looked at Dorrimore, tl1cn turned 
to the official again. . 

''I don', think that ,vill qt1ite suit us, 
i11spector,'' he said, a quiet gri11 crossing his 
keen young face. '' You see, ,ve have been 
arrested, and ,ve ought to be brought UP. 
before the magistrate this morning, and, if 
you don't mind, I'd like that W happen.'' 

"What's that? You n1ean to say you want. 
to go through the f rocess of the police court 
before goi]!g out o here?'' 

'' I do,'' Nipper returned. • 
Dorrimore could not qttite see Nipper's 

idea, for, of course, it meant a certain 
,1mount of publicity. Bt1t the youngster had 
his own way, and tho rest1lt ,vas that the'­
duly presented themsel,yes at the magistrates 
cot1rt, and the case against them was 
brot1ght up. 

They took care to gi,Te asst1med namee, 
and, although they ,vcre remanded, they 
both knew what that meant, for tho in­
spector had not mentioned in the court the 
fact that the cases had been discovered. Bt1t 
as their prosect1tor, t.he old commercial 
traveller, had not put in a11 appearance at 
:ill, they could not go on ,vith the case for 
lack of evidence. 

It ,vas therefore some,vl1erc · abo1_1t noon 
before Nipper a11d Dorrimore fo11nd them­
scl,res back in the Gray's Inn Road, and 
,vhen they entered the chambers they· found 
a stranger waiting i11 tl1e co11sttlting 1·oom. 

He gave them his card, proving that he 
,,.,as a messenger from tl1e Foreign Offid"'e, 
and, after he ,vas satisfied as to their iclen tity, 
he took an e11velope from l1is pocket and held 
it out to Dorrimore. 
· As soon as the aristocrat glanced at the 

1vrit1ng he kne,v from ,vl1om it l1ad coine, 
a11d Nipper ,vent up to l1iB side, ,vaiting im­
patien~ly- until the letter \Yas opened. It was 
from Nelso11 Lee, and contained about si:x: 
lines of writing: 

•• Hope you didn't catcl1 cold in the police­
station last night, but it had to be done. 
Sorry I wo11't, be able to seo you now, for 
I am off at once; bt1t if you have nothinJ 
better to do I'd like you to accompany 
Nipper a11d head for Tashkent. Look up the 
1nap, and you will see ,vhere that place is. 
There is a certain pearl merchant, named 
Agru Kai, whose shop is situated in the 
Balzar l\farket, at Tashkent. When yo11 reach 
Tashltent, seek 011t Agru I(al, and ask l1in1 

for ne,vs of the }·ello,v pearJ. That's all I 
ca11 tell yot1 no"''.'' . 

It was. perha.ps, one of tl1e n1ost an11oying 
letters JJorri1norc had ever received, fo1· ,t 
hinted at great things, :yet left much in the 
shado,v. He tt1rt1ed to tJ10 spruce-looki11g 
Foreig11 Oilice official, a11d the obvious dis­
gt1st 011 the aristocrat's face made him smile. 

''It's all right. Lord Do1Timore,'' he said.: 
'' I kno\v a little abot1t ,vhat has happe11ed, 
arid I can ass11re yot1 that ,l\,lr. Lee could not 
do otl1erwise. I ha,,,e been sent by Sir 
Bartram K .. cllam, my chief, to help you in 
this matter. If yott fello,,.,s ,vant to get t.o 
Tashl{e11t, I car1 pil:k l·ot1 out tho eafest, ~f 
not the shortest route.,, 

'' But ,vhat's behind it all? What,'e it all 
about?'' asked Dorrimore. 

The official looked at hin1 and smiled. 
'' There's a very big thing behind it,'' he 

said1 ,. but I· can't tell you much beyond the 
fact that it is really an intrigue which that 
extraordinary friend of yours, Mr. Lee has 
gone ot1t to fathom. He has gone with Ivan 
Vladski, and that little affair which bappe11ed 
last night ,vas stage-managed in order tQ 
bolster,s tip Mr. Lee's claim to being a frie11d1 

so far as Vladski was concerned.'' 
He aro~, and we~t across to the windo,v, 

then turned to Dorr1D1ore again. 
'' You will doubtless realise that here in 

London there are probably more spies to the 
square mile than in any other city in the 
,vorld, and I have had a hard job to cast 
loose f1om the particular individual who w~1s 
dogging me. But I think I managed it, and 
5'J far as I am aware, no one has Ute slightest 
idea tl!at you or Nipper are in direci deal­
ings ,•;ith our department. , But, I can tell 
you this much, we know that there \Vero 
several of Vladski,s men outside the police­
st.ation last night, and there were also 0110 

or t\\"O of them i11 the court this morni11g. 7 " 

Dorrimoro nodded l1is head to show lie 
t1nderstoud. 

'' I acJn1it that I ,·an \'~ladski haa good cat1se 
to co11sider me as his .enemy,'' he said, '' bt1t 
I don't n1ind that i11 tl1e 1ea.<5t. ,, 

'' No, it is very f ortt1nate, as a n1atter of 
fact,,~ the E,,oreig11 Office oflic1al assured him. 
'~ 

1
,,"' 3 are going to see to it r,hat both you a!1d 

Nippt:a!: are laid by the heels. A pa1·agraph 
in the ne,vspapers ,vill appear to-morro\v, in 
,vhich you ,vill both 1·eceive a short se11tence 
of in1prison1ncnt for that aff ajr at the Cha!lie 
Stret.t Hotel. I ,ran Vlalfski's spi~ \Vill no 
dc-ubt see that illttminati,Jg onnou11cen1ent1 

and ,vilJ duly notify their chief. It is tl10 
b~st we can do for you, and it will cover yot1i:: 
t!"acks u11til you re~ch Tashkent.'" 

Dorr1111ore had }ind a shrewd suspicion that 
tl1e affair would de,relop into sometbi11g mucl1 
b.1gget than at first appeared, but the .l+~orei~11 
()fficft official's state1nent made nun realise 
tl1a! it l1ad no,v assumed inuch greater pr<>· 
portions than ho had conceived. For when a 
British Government goee to the trouble to 
have a false statement printed in the ne\vs .. 
papers it certainly mean-s that there is some­
tl1ing big looming behind it. 
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'' Have you got a map?'' the official asked, 

and Nipper lifted 011e of tho big atlases out 
of the book shel, .. es, a11d presently they were 
&tudyin·g that stretch of country \\·hich is 
perhapa the \\·ildest of all Europe. 

I T is true that one can reach Tashkent by 
· railway. There is a line that r11ns from 

the Caspian Sea - along the bordera of 
Persia and up into the wild regions of 

Turkestan, of v.1 l1icl1 Tashkent is the capital. 
Tl1en; again, one can reach it by another 
line, but as that line starts from Pet1X>grad, 
or Leningrad, and ruDB do\\'·n througl1 Central 
Asia, and is closelJ· ,vatched by the Bolsl1eviks, 
it ,vas no open road for them. 

11 
vice, and al'c ot1t to do their best to help a 
frie1id's friend." 

They liad dinner l\'ith that interesting 
o~icial t-l1at c, .. ening, a_nd befor~ they left 
hun they \'\"ere armed w1tl1 more information 
concerning the job ahead. He gave tl1em 
all sorts of letters of 1ntroduction, and one 
or t\\"O signs which Nipper and Dorr1more 
got off by l1eart, signs ,,·hicp " .. h1spered into 
the right man's ears, wotild make him their 
friend. 

Altogether, tl1ey felt that, althou~h they 
,vere ~tarting ottt on an extremeli risky en­
terprise, theJ" \\~ere not q11ite without sup• 
port, and on the follo,, .. ing day, ,vhen Dorri­
more and Nipper boarded the train at \~io• 
tori.a. tliey hitd the feeling that they were 
on tl1e verge of great l1appenings. 

''Ii you lea,·e it to me,'' the Foreign Office 
official said, '' I'll fu things up for yo11 nicely. 
It is not going t.o be an easy job, but-l\'elt, 
I st1ppose .. you are both used to tra,,.clling, 
and, in any case, ~"ou've al,vays got a side CH APTER 3. 
door by ,vhich ~ .. ou can escape. l)o\,"-tl At T hk t 
tl1rough Bokhara and int.o Kabul is the best as en • .. 
lYay to get clear, althottgh it is darned ro11gh THE last, leg of tl1at long journey wa3 
tra veiling. ~fy idea is to send you bJ· rail, performed in n rail,,,.ay carriage from 
bt1t it will not bo as Englishmen.'' l(inel, \\'hich is a station bet,,·cen 

}..,or a long t,vo hours that slim, black-hairecl A1o.sco,v and Celiabinsk, the junction 
vo11ngst-er 11 and N-ipper and Dorrimore studied for Lenir1g1·ad. As t-hey dre\\· nearor to 
the n1ap, and it \\ras · .soon apparent tl1at tbe Tashkent, both Dorr1more and Nipper · began 
Foreigr1 Office man °"-as an expert at the to feel a trifte nervot1s • 
. game. He seemed to know tho region as They realised that at Tasltltcnt police 1n­
tltougl1 l1e ,,'Pere a nati, .. e born, and presently quirie..s \\'Ottld be sharper, and it won became 
Dorrimore asked him ho\\· he came to have apparent that they ,vero entering a region 
~hat knov.·ledge. where a sharper s~1stem of ,vatchfulness 

'' Well, to tell you the truth,'' he said, s' I obtained. They realised that they must avoid 
lYas out there on a ne,vspaper job· along ,rith observation as much as possible and never 
S:-~dney Legrand, seTeral yeare ago.'' loiter abo11t places like railway stations. 

'' Then yo11 kno,v Legrand?'' Lord Dorr1more's Chine.Se servant,· \Vun 
I-Ie loolied at Dorrimore and smiled. Foo, ,vas ,vith them, b11t for fear his tonguo 
''He ,vas my best friend,'' he said, '' and might let drop some unfortunate reference to 

tl1at's one of the reasons \'fhy I have tah:en tl1eir enterprise and their identity, he had 
t.1p this job. There are lots of people lYho been ordered to pose as deaf and dumb. 
ibelie,le that Sydney Legrand is dead, but As soon as tl1e train pulled into the statio11 
I'm not one of them. Sydney knew that part· at Tashkent, they ,, .. ere about the first to 
of the world better than I d•id, and he had alight, and after the usual informal examina· 
the gift of getting right in under the native tion passed out of the station, to find a li11e 
skin when it came to disguise. I don't say of droshkies \\Taiting, with the drivers 
t.hat Sydney is not in trouble, but I don't clamouring for fares. They hired one and 
believe he is dead, and ·1'd gi, .. e n great deal were driven to the Hotel de France. 
to be able to go out \\"ith you. Unfortu- They had been recommended to this hotel, 
nately, I am a marked man both here and and althougl1 it was certainly not up -,0 pre­
~ut tl1er':. They knov.· me, •~d kno,v ,,·hat ,var condition~, they found things qt1ite com• 
1nformn.t1on I,, possess concerning that part fortable ther~. 
of tlie world. Lnte in t.he afternoon they went for a walk 

He drew 8 deep breath. in the to,vn, and Nipper had to admit that it 
'~I'd love to be able to come. -n'ith you ,Yas qt11te a surprise to him. 

both,'' he repeated, ''only I tl1ink I ca11 He l1nd expected a ,,,.ild, unci,,ilised place, 
serve ·•my friend better by remaining here, nnd both l1e and \\Tun Foo \\,.ere amazed at 
for, as soon as I packed my kit I'd ha,,.e a t-he ,videt spacio1ts stree~, with shady tree.a 
l1ost of spies on my J1eels that ,,rould ne,,.er and fashionable sl1ops, and people thronging 
let loose until they found out \\·hat I was · to and fro. 
nf ter. '' But if t.ho l101tses and streets \\,.ere fairly 

Ho smiled. moclern, it ,vas qt1ite different with the people, 
'' But, althottgh I am not going myself, I for one ,vottld meet. a native riding a hand• 

am going to make t.110 ,vay darned clear for some Arab steed, and no,,f and again a line 
,·ou two. I'll gi,rc you letters of i11troduction of camels ,,·ottld sht1ffle past, ,,,.hile the drosh­
all along t.ho line to friends \\·l1om I l~now you kies, ,,·ith their three horses, seemed every­
can trust. ilany of tl1em nre ,Tery qtteer ,,r}1ere. 
types-horse-dealers, l1otel•keepers, carpet• U11der other circttmstances, Nipper reclconed 
sellers. But tl1ey nre all under tl1e same ser• he could ha,Te spent a pleasant time in Tash• 
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kent, but they were not there for pJeast1re, 
and presently Dorr1more began to make in­
quiries, and discovered that t.be shop of tne 
pearl merchant, Agru l{al, ,vas situated in 
the old part of the city, ·the ,valls of. which 
even yet have not completely disappeared. 

They had reached Tashkent ·on a Friday, 
and that happened to oe the day set apart 
for prayer, with the restilt that from the 
various mosques as they passed there came 
little streams of people, so tl1at they wero 
able to make their way through them with-
01,t being unduly observed. · 

They halted at a small shop and had a 
meali t~en, just about dusk, they began to 
searcn 1n real earnest for Agru Kal,s shop. 

They found it at last. a little booth of a 
place stuck a,vay under a ruined arch 
,vhich had obviously once been part of some 
great temple. 

It ,vas Dor1·imore's command of the lan­
guage which e11abled him to read the name 
above the stall outside. In TMhkent, as in 
most to,vns of that type, the older parts still 
1·etain their primitive methods of t.rade, . and 
this particular shop was very different from 
the splendid ones they had seen in Gie ne,v 
tow11. 

There ,vas a slim, bro,vn-skinned yot1ngster 
squatting cross-legged beside the stall, and 
Dorrimore halted a11d pretended to examine 
some of the gaudy je,vellery which was dis­
played there. Nipper ,vas standing behind 
his tall companio11, and he happe11ed to catch 
sight of a man's bearded face looking out 
from behind the ct1rtains in the rear of the 
shop. 

Presently the man came for,va1·d. He was a 
middle-sized individual, rather Persian in 
appearance, and ,vas '\\~earing a tawdry, gold-
embroidered- robe. , 

He leaned forward, picked 11p a small gold 
brac·elet. and held it out to Dorrimore, say­
ing a few words under his breath. Nipper 
saw Dorrimore bend towards the fellow and 
reply, then the bearded man raised his voice 
and commenced to protest. Nipper could see 
it was all part of a game, and a few moments 
later the man and Dorrimore vanished into 
the shop, the latter reappearing presently and 
beckobing to the youngster. 

They went behind a curtain and found 
themselves 1n a little octagonal chamber 
where there stood a Et1ropea11 table and two 
or three carved stools. 

'' This 1s my companion, Agrtt Kai,'' Dor­
rimore said, as an introd11ction. Then, turn· 
ing to Nipper he went on. "It's all right, 
young ,un. Agi.-u Kal is a friend, and he has 
a message for ttS. Leo l1as been here.'' 

This, of course, was good ne,vs, for it 
was the first deSnite indication they l1ad had 
that the guv'nor had got thro11gh so far. 

A\ GRU· KAL lea11ed for,vard a11d began 
Pl. to talk in fairly good English. 

. Fro1n wl1at Nipper co11ld mnke out ·of 
it., he ,,,.as pretty ,,·ell scared of his 

job. for i-.. gnt through the story he broke out 
no,v a11d aga1r1 into a ,,cry grim ,Yarning of 

what· would 11appen to then1 if by a11y cha11ce 
the people they ,vere ,vorking against dis• 
covered them. 

'' In Tashkent you al'e safe,'' he said. •• But 
i11 the Hu .:ger Desert the1·e is n1uch danger 
awaiting yot1. '' ' 

According to his account they had t-o. join 
a small mule caravan whicl1 was leaving Tash­
kent on the following morni11g £or a place 
called Gazalkel. It was about Jive days' 
march over what Agru Kai called the Hu11ger 
Desert, and it was in that direction that 
Neison Lee had gone. 

They questio11ed tl1e Persian jewel 1ncrchant 
pretty closely, and Nipper was satisfied t.haf; 
Lee was still keeping in close touch with 
I van Vladski. 

.. The caravan a,va1ts you,'' Agru Ka) said, 
'' and I would advise you both to go straight 
back to your hotel 110w and not stir from 
it until to-morrow morning. Even althot1gh 
you have got througl1 so far there is no 
reason ,vhy you should slacken _in precaution.1!.. 

He looked across at Dorrimore and s1niled, 
revealir1g a ro,v of blackened teeth. · 

'' Evcr1 I knew tl1at you were 11caring Tash­
kent,'' he said. '' The message came througl1 
to n1e yesterday that you might bo here this 
afternoon, and lo, you have 001ne ?'' 

Dorrimore shrt1gged his sl1oulders. 
'' That sot1nds rather 1nenacing, '' ]1e 1·e­

tt1rned, '' tor if yott knew when we ,vere 
likely to arrive, so might our friends the 
enemy. Still, we've got to take that cl1ar1ce, 
and so far, I must admit, \Ve have11't had 
any signs of trouble.'' 

They spent the best part of an l1our witl1 the 
old jewel mercha·nt, chatting abol1t the coun­
try, and also getting as much information as 
they could rcgdrding the missing newspaper 
correspondent. 

But for so1no reason or other Agii.i Kai 
did not teli them all he might have done, 
as they found out later. It just happe11s that 
your average Eastern plotter will only reveal 
as much as he tl1inkd fit, lest by some cl1ance 
his informant should give him a,vay a11d im• 
plicate him 1n the affair. 

,vun Foo had been left outside t110 sl1op, 
arid when Dorrimore and Nipper emerged, 
the youngster noted a bow-Jegge(J, shaggy­
looking fellow slinking off fro111 Wu11 .Ifoo's 
side. 

Wu11 Foo was one of the best chaps in the 
\\'Porkl, bt1t he ,vas inclined to ho just a ]ittle 
indiscreet After they had walked a1011,; the 
street for a few yards, waiting for Dorri­
more to join them, Nippe1· grn.bbed \Vttn 
Foo by the arm. 

.. Who ,vas that ft1nny-looki11g creature 
standing beside yott at t.he shop jus~ 110,v ?'' 
he asked. . 

The Chinaman shook l1is head. 
,~ I do no, know, honourable Nipper,'' he 

declared in his sing-song to11es. ,. He came 
and said he knew me~ but I have 11cvcr seen 
him before, honourable.'' 

'' Yot1 spoke to him, then?'' 
'' Yes, honourable.'' Wt1n Foo raised one 

l1nnd to l1is head and scrntcl1ed it. '' l forgo~ 
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I wM deaf nn<l <lutnb, 11onottrable. Still, I 
·told 'him nothing.'' 

There was no use blaming \\..,t1n Foo for 
the incident; but Nipper felt in his henrt 
that he had inade a mistake in speaking to 
tl1e fellow at all. 

Dorrimore joined them then, and t.l1ey l\·ent 
on thro11gl1 t-he new town and finally reached 
the hotel. As Nipper stepped inside the ""ide 
entrance he· glanced back over kis sl1ot1lder 
and saw a three-horse droshky s,,~inging by. 

The 'dri,,.er \\·as a little SflUat fello,v, lean­
ing well f or\l·ard in the shafts, and his face 
'\\·as turned in the youngster's direction. 
Brief though the vision was, Nipper felt 
pretty certain that it was the same man \\'ho 
had been talking to Dorrimore's Chinese ser­
vant outside the little shop. 

Anyone in s·uch a profession as Nelson Lee 
n11d Nipper follo\\·ed must keep his ,vits abo11t 
··hin1, and Nipper made t1p his mind t.l1at ,,rt1n 
Foo's action ,vas calct1lated to bring them 
into trottble. Tl1e result lras that as s0011 as 
tl1ey were in their room together l1c told Lord 
Do,·rimore about the incident, and after t.hey 
l1nd disct1ssed it., they agreed that tl1e best 
tl1ing to do was :to lea,,.e the Hotel de Fra11ec 
at once and seek other lodgings. · 

It ,vns. dusk, then, and \11,.hen thev l1ad 
fottnd Wttn Foo again they ,,,ent dO\\"Il t.o 
tl1e reception office1 _explai11od matters to t-h~ 
clerk, paid for tl1e1r roon1s and clea~d ot1t, 
finally fi11ding another and quieter l1otel off 
one of the main squares. 

They had m·ade ttp their minds to make 
a11 early start on tl1e follo,ving morning, and 
they ,vere 11p before dawn, snat,ching a 
hu·rried meal; then Dorrimore and Nipper 
ancl Wun Foo started off to pick ttp the 
cara·van. 

They found it. clra,,·n 11p under the shadow 
oI a crazy old ,,,all, a.11d it \\·as obvious t.hat 
tl1ey ,vere expected, for ns soon as they 
npjlenred a tall, lean fellow, dressed in a 
sl1eepskin coat, came 11p to tl1em, follo\\"ed 
by a couple of men leading mttles, and, l\'itl1-
out saying a ,,,.ord, the tall man i11dicnted 
that the mules ,,·ere for them. 

· ·And so the rising of t.he pale sun saw 
tl1em jogging along behind the long line of 
pack-mul~s, l1eading a,vay from Tashkent, 
t.hrough the c11ltivated lands tl1nt -lny east• 
,vard. 

T-110 ronc1 ,vas a pretty good one n t first, 
·l:,11t gradually died a \\'U)" into a rough cart­
t.rack, and presently tl1ey fo1tnd themselves 
winding do\\'n a narro,v ra,rine and across a 
\"ery shaky b1·idgc, o, .. ~r \Yhicl1 011]~, one mt1le 
nt n time could pass. 

UN FOO ,,·as riding a11ead of them 
no~·, and they 1nade up the end of 
the cara,"an. Nipper saw \Vtln Foo's 
·mount carrl' him carefully· across the 

l,ridge and vanisl1 ro11nd a bo11lder on the 
ofl1er side, then he urged his own mot1nt on. 
\\'nile he was _yet hnlf-'\\'ay across the bridge 
tl1ere came a shout ahead. 

".Qt1ick, honourable Nipper! Qttick ! 
Qt11ck !''. . 

It ,,,as \'\" un Foo' s voice. 
0\ving to tho fact that the bridge \\"as 

a narro,,,. one, the caravan had been ratl:er 
ttpset in it.s arrangements, and as each mule 
had rencl1ed the other side it had been forced 
into a gallop _by its driver. Thero \\'as, of 
course a gap of almost half a mile bet,veen 
Wun Foo and the tail portion of the cnrn­
T'an DO\V. 

Nipper urged his mule into a half trot, and 
his heart \\'as 10 his motith as the animal 
jogged over that shak)· bridge. Bttt as soon 
as he gained tl1e firm ground he hurried for­
ward and sa,,.- that Wun Foo's mt1l0 was 
stan-ding on the left of the track, \\'hi1e \Vttn 
Foo himself wa.s seated against a boulder, 
holding his arm. 

Nipper cattght sight of n t.l1in trickle of 
blood rtt!1n-ing bet,veen tl1e Chinaman's finger~. 
a11d lie t11rned to,vartls Nipper ,,,ith a q uicl · 
gestl1re. 

'' O, .. er tl1e rocks, l1onourable ! Qtt1ck ! 
Catcl1 him1" 

Nipper S\\"ttng from tho sncldle and ran t-0 
,vhere Wt111 Foo ,vas seatecl. He sa\\· that 
the l'a, .. ine dipped here in a sl1arp · slope, 
\\rl1icl1 \\·a.s coverecJ ,,rith rough, ffiOSSJ" 
bo11lders. Half-\.YaJ'P do\~ln the slope a figure 
\\·as 1·idi11g i11 bet\\'ee11 t,,t'o tall boulders, and 
it was to .. vards tl1e l1orscman that ,vttn .lt.,oo 
pointed. 

'' Tl1ere lie goes, l1onot1rable, '' he cried. 
0 It is the~ s~me n1an who S}loke to mo out• 
side tl1e sl1op. (; ct l1im ! ~' 

The n1an l1ad halted to lool~ back as Nipper 
ailproached, and }1e 1·aisc-d l1is arn1 and shook 
his fist in their direction. 

It ,vas a cl1allenge, nncl Nipper accepted 
it. lie did11't stop to ask 110\\" \\tun Foo had 
come by his ht1rt, but, reaching the edge of 
tl1e slope, ho charged do,•.rn t.hro11gh the 
boltlrlers, headi11g for tl1e --sqt1nt figure of the 
droshky driver. 

He did his best to collar tl1e fello,v, bttt 
tl1e mar1 had rather a big start of him, ancl 
present.I)~ Nipper found himself ,vorking hiB 
,,,.a~,. ,,long 11nderneat.l1 a high ledge. On 
cme1·ging from it he sa,v that the ravine fell 
a \\'ay to a sheer precipitoi1s slant, rigl1t do,v11 
to where the stream gurgled belo,•;. 

Nipper had lost sight of his mnn nnd ,vas 
on the pathv."ay only a. foot ,vide ,vhicl1 rar1 . 
along the bare bluff. He mov·ed on for n 
space of nbout t,venty or tl1irty yarqs, then 
he heard n faint sound f ro1n aliovo l11n1, and 
looked up. 

He \\'as onl:}' jttst in the nick of time, for 
110 cat1ght sight of a -little sho,,:-er of dust 
spraying do\\·n tl1e slope, tl1en a grent black 
shado,v loomed i11t.o vie,v. It ,,·ns a ht1ge 
rotind bo11lder, and c,ren as he ca11ght siglit 
of it it fell. 

Nipper must l1ave jt1mped bnck a pare or 
t,vo, bttt ho ne,·er actually remembered doing 
so. He ~as painfully a\\rare of the boulder 
passing him uncomfortably close, a11d the 
,vind from it fanning his face. It thttdded 
against the ledg-e and bottnded on, to fall 
,,.rith n thu11dcr1ng cras11· in the bed of the 
stream! 
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•14 CASTAWAY CHUMS~ A tale of the South Seas that's ' 1 different.'1 

A voice s011ndcd bel1ind tl1e yot111g"hter, and It ,vas then tl1at_. tJ1e Cl1inan1an hat] 
quick footfalls; then somcor1e g-ra bbed l1im sl1ott ted, and that · shot1t l1ad probal-iJy Ea vctl 
by the arm. }};S Ii fe, for tl10 fello,v J1ad looli:ed rot111d 

'' By Ji1nir1y, tl1at ,vas a close sl1a, .. e for you, a11<I had seen Nipper comi11g across tl1e 
young 'un !" Dorri1norc said. "Come ottt of bl'idge. Ile l1ad pro111ptly turned on his l1eel 
it. I don't tl1ink ,ve'll follo,v that rascal any a11cl made off. · _. 
ft1rther.'' ~ Dorrimore ,,·c11t tlp to the leader of tl1e 

-~Nipper might l1nve arg·tH:.d ,vith him, caravan nnd got into conversation ,vitl1 him. 
because l1is blood ,vas ltp · · nfter tl1at vile explai11ir1g son1etl1ing of tl1e incident, and 
attempt the skunk had made, btit Dor1·imore tryi11g to find ot1t if Wun Foo's attacker ,va~ 
,vas -a bit stronger ,than hin1, and, before kno,vn to any of tho d1·i,lers. Ilt1t a1tho11gh 
11e realised it, he fo11nd hims.elf being dragg.ed he described t.he fcllo,v ·ve1·y carefully, the 
along that path an·d out on to tl10 boulder- leader of _ the party apparently did not 
clad . slope again. 1·ecog·11ise him. . 

''He tricked yott," Dor1·imore pointed ot1t~ Yet, ,,·hen Dorrin1ore joined Nipper ngain, 
''I only ca11ght· sigl1t of the be-gg·ar · just as he told him tl1at. it looked as though some­
lie heaved that boulder-. Y ot1 thought he had thing of tl1e sort -J1ad been expected, fo~ the 
gone alo11g t.hat path, but he -hadn't. He leader of the caravan was .distinctly nervous, 
,vorked h~s way up_ to :.~l1e rigl1t. I tried to atld l1ad t1rged Do_r1imore to keep in close 
,vam yot1, bt1t I was too late.'' · t-0ucl1 \\·ith tl1e1n in ft1.ture. 

They l1nlted and looked in tl1e direction of '' He .says tl1at tlie ,vorst part of ot1r 
the ledge, bt1t cot1ld catch no sign of the jo11mey is yet to coine, young 'un, and I 
thick~set man, and Nipper realised that his quite agree ,vitl1 l1im,_ for ,ve are no,v head­
fol]o\\·ing him nt all had bee1f a foolish pro- ing for tl10 Ht111ger Desert,, a11d it is there 
ceeding, for it ,vas his o,vn pect1liar cou11try, that all this mystery will be revealed to t1s.'• 
and he co11ld have lost the l,.Ot111gster very He looked do,~n at Nipper a11d smiled. 
qt1ickly and easily 1·ound there; • '' \Vl1at ,ve ha,-o gone tl1rt)ugh so far is 

They reached the lo,ver road at last, and cl1ilcl's play to \Yl1at I1as to follo,v, Nipper,'' 
found Wun Foo standing beside his mule. l1e ad<lecl. · " 
He had removed l1is coat and had ,vrapped a A11d tl1at statcn1cnt Vt·as perfectly correct. 
bandage 1'ou11d the wounded arm. 1-Ie looked 
1·atl1er sick, httt there v."as a ·vagt1e smile on 
his face ,vhen they halted in front of l1im. 

CHAPTER 4. 
The Watch-tower. 

'' Tl1at man only -just missed l'--ot1, Honour• 
able Nipper," l1e said, '' and I am afraid it 
,vas m)" fat1lt. '' 

Dorrimore bundled 11is ser,·ant into the AFTER that i11cident ,Yl1ich had very 
saddle, then he and Nipper climbed on to 11early l'est1lted in tl1e e11d of \Vt1n 
tlteir mot1nts, and they began to mo,·e 11p the Foo, i.l1e three stt1ck pretty closely to 
road at a trot, for the de]ay had been rather tl10 rara,·nn, a11d tl1e 11ext co111Jle of 
a long one, and there V.'as now no sigl1t of da:ys tl1ey sin1ply ke1)t 011 at a steady jog­
the caravan, although they col1ld see the thi11 trot acros.~ tl1e bnrre11 J?lain, ,vith 
trail of d11st from it risi11g far ahead. occa~ional l1alts for f•lod a11d pitching ca111p 

Nipper sa,v tl1at Dorrin1ore ,vas anxiotts to at 111glit. · 
gain tl1e ca1·a,ran as soon as p06sible, and Do1·rimore and l1is co1npar1ions kept to 
realised jttst ,vhy that anxiety existed. They themsel,,.cs, £01· they l1ad 11oticed that here 
,vere in __ a lonely part of the co1111try, and ,vere and there n1nong tl1e d1·i,·ers of the caravan 
cut off from the main body. IIad they been ,\·ere 011c or t,vo fello,vs ,vho regarded them 
attacked tl1eI·e they ,vould ha,·e stood very in an~ything bttt a friendly ,vay; and, kno,v-­
little cha11ce. ing the cot1.11try th•;Y ,vere in, Nipper "·as 

Ho,vever, there was no sign of attack, and pretty certain t.l1at 1t ,vas 011ly the presence 
at the er1cl of an hot1r's ride t.hey fottnd them- of tl1e leader "'l1icl1 }Jreve11ted the ,vhite 
.selves up ,vith the tail of the caravan once trayellers f~om bei11g attacked by some of 
mo1·e; at1d then, a11d not till then, did their_ underlings. 
Dorrimore t11m and Qltestio11 l1is ser,·ant. E,·en ,vhcn i11 cnn1p Dorrimore decided it 

He gave Wt1n Foo a bit of his mind too . ,vas better for a ,vatch to be kept during the 
,vhicl1 the Chinaman bore ,vitl1 c0111mcndabl~ 11ight, a11d they acted 011 l1is suggestion, tt1~Il 

meekness; then he explained \\·hat l1ad a11d tu111 about. 
happened. The road they ,vere on was little more tl1an 

ri;~e d:osl1l~y driver had evidently been a cart tra;k, nnd it ran . straigl1t across the 
,va1t1ng 1n among the bol1lders, and ·ns soon desert. . No,v and again other cara\.·ans 
as Wt1n Foo had cleared the bridge tl1e passed t-l1em, mostly heading back to Tash­
fello,v came across to him and tried t~ get kent, and ,vl1at ,,·1th tl1eir ~aravan kicking 
into COf!versa!~on ,vith him again. Bttt, re- !'P. a dttst, ~nd tlJe ot.J1ers pass111g tl1en11 made 
member1ng Nipper's ,vaming, \Vun Foo re• 1nc1dents fairly 11,Tely. 
fused to be dra":n, and played the de_nf an!1 l11 tl1e nfternoo11 of tJ10 second. day, after 
dumb stt1nt, until the other mnn, losing his they had broken ca.mp for the 1n1dday halt 
temper, !tad suddenly snatched a long _k~ife Do!riffiore i_ndic~ted to Nipper a dark cloud 
~t•t of ~•s boot and l1ad gone for ,,1 t1n } oo ,vl11el1 l1nd r1:Sen 111 tl1e east. It ,\ .. as not much 
like a ,v1ld cat. biggc1· tl1a11 a n1a11's l1a11d at first, but it 
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With a horde of yelling villagers close on their heels, Dorrlmore and Nipper sprinted despe­
rately through the herd of goats, while about them stones and rocks whizzed and crashed I 

i!1crea~ed l"apidl-,,r. a n<l ,, .. as accompanied lrv 
_Yivicl flashes of ligl1t11i11g. .. 

TI 1 e 1 cad er <1 f t 11 e r a ra ,Tan cam o b nc k: to 
tl1en1 arid SJJOli:t' to l)orrirnore for a f e\V 
rnon1e11ts, pointing· to ti1e l>1ack cloud nncl 
the11 to tl1e ca1·ava11. \"\,.l1er1 tl1e:y l1a(l go11e on 
])urri111ore carr1e to XiI)I)er, a 1Sr11ilc on l:iis 
}in~. ... 

'" I' n1 n fr a id , Y ( ·' r c- i n for it ~ ~To l 1 n g 'll n , '' 
11 e s a i tl . '' 0 n r fr it· 11 < 1. t 11 C! I ea de r. t c]] s 111 e 
tl1ut sto1·111s i11 t11i:~ l)nrt of t11e C'Olllllr,~ are 
,•(\r~v dar1gerou~, arifl tl1t•re is f'Yery· po3s~bility 
fif il1c n11tles ~ta~·r:pe:clin.~. I tl1ir1l~ tl-1e l>r.st 
t l 1 in g· ,v e ca 11 cl o j ~ to k: e c• JJ n s c I os c together 
n~ possible.'' 

J Calf an l101lr latp1• tl1e storr11 b11r.st 0:1 t.l1err1, 
r~r:cl altl1ot1gl1 N"ir,r;c·r I-1acl l1acl a fairlLr ,\'ide 
ex1)erienco elf ~tn1·111., lie l1acl r1cver passed 
t 11rou~I1 or1c so severe: n.s t11at ir1 tl1e llt111ger 
De~ert. 

It ,vas ns t11011~11 n clot1cl l1ad l)ttrst rigl1t 
cin lo1J of t.l1ez11. fc,r tl1e rai11 fell ir1 sl1eets. 
\\~itl1 tl10 vivicl fla~l1cs of ligl1t11i11g, tl1e l1alf. 
rlnrk11ess, n11cl tl1c tre111cncloua rc,lls of 
tl1l1nder, tl1ero ,va:; no ,yo11der tl1at tl1e mules 
~Jecame ner,"Otts. It got darker, too, so darl,. 
in fact, that 011e co11l<l l1ardly di~tinguish tl1e 
11ext n1an al1cnd. 

It did not t::1l~e Iono- for tl1cm all to be 
~oalied to the skin, n11d a~ Nippe1· dro,-e on, 
l1is mule's hearl lE--, .. l'l ,Yitl1 Dorrimore's lc~g, 
l1e l1eard suddet11~, n tren1enclotts )-ell f l'Om in 
fror,t, then there cnrnc to l1is ears .. nLo, .. e tl1e 

• 

roar of tl1e tl1und0r, tl1e clattering of hoofs. 
and, Dorrimorc, clra \ving 1'ci11, cat1gl1t at l1is 
briclle. 

11 The~1 're off, Nippf'r !'' l1e saicl. 
Nipper heard n t,t·llo\r from l)cl1ind him, 

arJd, loqking ro1111d, sa,v \"\ ... un Foo's mot1nt 
sl1oot past Dorrin1ore ,,,itl1 the Chi11aman 
leanir1g for\,·arcl, l1is tLru1s rottnd the slcridcr 
nc.,cl~ of tJle bea~t. 

'' ;-3lop l1i1n ! Stop l1in1 !" Nipper called. 
Next momer1t l1r. and Dorri1nore ,vcre 

t1rging tl1eir n1ulcs for\,·ard, try·ing t.o reach 
,,1 un Foo, b1.1t \Yhat ,Yitl1 t.110 darkness nncl 
t-l1e rni11, a,1cl tl1c ge11cral confusion, tl1eir 
tusk: ,Yas n fairly· l10IJcles.5 011e. 

Before Ni1)pcr kr1e\r \'·.-l1ere he lYtl3 110 
fol1ncl l1imsc!f ridir1g n 1011e, a11d l1is mtde 
sl1d<le11ly slici {lo,Yn a ~lope, pelted its ,,,.av 
tl1rottgl1 a rusl1ir1g torrent, and "'·ent ~C'ra rr;. 
bling t1p nnotlier ba11lc then, despite nll l1is 
f\r1dcav·ours to stop l1im, he ,vent off at a 
l1az1d gallop over tl10 mt1ddy gro11nd. 

,,r11en n mt1lo takes it into his head to 
l,olt on1y n brick \Yall can stop him, a11d 
although Nipper tugged at tl1e reins 11ntil 
l1i3 arms acl1ed, that little beast didn't seem 
fo taL:e tl1e sligl1 test notice of l1im. 

Of co111~se, lie co1tld l1a vo t.nken t.he chance 
of th1'0,,·ir1g hin1gelf out of tl10 saddle, and 
rislcing a tttmble in tho mttd, but tl1at 
"ro11lcln't ha,,.e helped him much, for the 
no~mal \\,.ould l1a\'·e gone on, an·d he had no 
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desire to bo left stranded, fOaked to tl1e skin, 
in the ·cc11tre of tl1e Httnger Desel"t. 

His pack and food "~ere strapped to the 
saddle, and t.l1e only cha11ce of gettir1g throt1gh 
the ad,,.enture ,vas sticking to the animal. 

Tl1e storm n111st l1a,1'e · 1astcd for tl1e better 
part of a co11ple of hours. It never stopped 
raining during the ,vhole of that time, and 
there ,,,ere places on that desert where tl1c 
,vater was a good nine or ten i11cl1es deep, so 
l1ea vy ,vas tl1c fall of rain. 

It ,vas the 1nule t·hat did all the gttiding 
cl111·ing that period. Ha,1 i11g giv·en himself 
11p to t.l1e chance of the moment, Nipper 
simply .stuck to tl1e saddle, ,,·ith his l1ead 

.. down, and the rain pouring 011 to him. 
After· ,vhat seemed to ·be a11 eternity, tl1e 

darkne~ ·began to lift slightly, and ns it 
gave ,vay to an opaque greyness, Nipper 
began to pick out. somctl1i11g of the line . of 
country ahend. He was still on the desert, 
,vith its patches of scrt1b and b1·oken, un­
dulating ground. Here and there the rain 
cloud had for1ned ,vreaths of •apour, ,vhich 
,verc runni11g hither and thither aero..~ the 
,vet earth, and from t.he grot1nd itself arose 
a 1nist ca11sed by the vapot1rising of the rain. 

It grew brighter and brighter, and ns l1is 
mule dropped to a walking pace now Nippel' 
prcse11tly brot1ght it to a halt and glanced 
around. 

He kne,v he had travelled some distance, 
b11t he l1atl thougl1t thel'e ,vot1ld be a chance 
of .s~cing so1ne of J1is comrades. Btit '\\·J1cn 
the clot1ds had completely cleared and the 
,vhole of t.he desert lay · in ft1ll vie,v he 
couldn't see tl1e slighte~t sign of n11j·tl1ing 
1noving-man or beast. 

Ahead of him, about t,vo n1iles, the ground 
arose slightly, and he sa,v just bej:ond the 
1·idge, outlines of a rou11d str11cture, a to,ver 
of some sort. 

He knew that at one ti1ne tJ1at clesert l1acl 
been fairly ,vell pop11lated, a11d he l1ad been 
told that here and there on the barren plair1 
were remains of ancient to,vns, so l1e came 
to the conclt1sio11 that tl1e 1not111d ahead ,va s 
:.ill that ,vas left of so1ne old-,Yo1·ld city that 
had cru1nbled to dt1st. 

His mule, ob,,.iot1sly ,rery mt1ch asl1amed of 
his cond11ct, started for,'\"'ard at an easy amble, 
and the sun coming ot1t presently, lJegan to 
}1a,·e its effect- 011 tl1e :yot111gstcr's clothes. 

As l1is mOtlnt c]i1nbed tl1e slope of tl1c 
1·idge he halted it, and l1ad anotl1er look 
rot1nd. The higher -ground ga,-e l1im a ,vider 
,,.iew, and he ~a,,,, far to the left, a lit.tle 
clump of thin trees, and be~·ond tl1em ,Yhat 
looked like a road. 

Distances are ,'.Pery decepti,·c in tl1e desert, 
'bt1t · ·he· ,vas seasoned enottgh to kno,v tf1a_t 
the road \\"as a good te11 or fifteen. miles a,,,.ay 
from where he ,vas-mttch too f a1' for him 
to attempt to reach it 611 his exl1at1sted 
mount. 

He - slippecl from tl1e saddle, l1ooked tl1e 
bridle 11nder his arm, and led tl1e mt1lo t1p 
_over,. the edge of (he ridge, to fi11d himself 
1no,·ing thro11gl1 a · ta11gle of rt1ined ,,·alls, 
obvjottsly ... thc ot1ter circle of some old city. 

Ile gai11ed tl1e Joor, \\ hich he saw now had 
bee11 part of a 111uch larger str11ctt1re. lt 
,,·as fasl1io11ed of solid rock of grey sand­
-stone, a11d l1ad resisted the wea1 a11d tear 
of ti1nc "'·ell enoug·J1, for wl1en he fottnd }1!! 
,vay in throt1gl1 tl1e lo\v-arched door,vay lie 
disco,,.ered that there was nn upper cha1nber 
a11d abo·ve it a flat 1·oof. The ,vhole place 
,-.·as , ... ery n1t1cl1 overgrown_ ,vith weed, and 
tendrils, a11<l at first sigl1t it seemed to Nipper 
as though it had not been occupied by ht1mans 
fo1· a long tin1e. Bt1t ,,,.hen I1e desce11dcd 
from tl1e room a11d halted in tl1e lo,ver 
cl1an1ber, lie saw i11 one corner a heap of 
nati,-e ·-rodder a11d other indications ,vhicl1 
told him tl1at so1neone J1ad stabled a mt1le or 
a pony there qt1ite recently. 

He ,ve11t out a11d bro11ght his mule it1 
throt1gl1 the arched doorway, removing the 
saddle a11d bridle, ~nd h~tching him up to 
the \\·all close to the fodder. The shaggy 
anin1al corh1ne11ced to eat at once, and 
althougl1 he "·as pretty. sore with him, Nipper 
had to s1nile at tl1e calm .. way in which l1e 
accepted the food~ 

Ile ~earcl1cd tl1rough his pack, discovering 
five or six soaked, clamn1y biscuits and a 
tir1 of coff ec a11d n1ilk. Fortttnately, he had 
tiecl a c.011ple of cooking--pots to his saddle, 
a11d, of r.ourse, he l1ad .seen to it that his 
sttIJilly of mat.cl1es i.\"as safe in his ,vater-
l)roof case. . 

He ,Yas alone on t.11e II11nger Desert, but 
l1e had no intention of star,·ing for tha 
1noment, so 11is first job was to light a fire, 
ihe11 go i11 scarcl1 of water. 

After st111nbling o,;·er a nt1mber of great 
,,·eed-co,-ered rocks, l1e discovered a well, and 
filled the panniki11 tl1ere, returning to the 
to,ver a11d placing it o·.rer the fire. 

He had lighted tl1e fire in the Jo,~er 
chamber, allo,ving the smoke to circle up 
tl1rot1gl1 t11e gap in tl1e ceiling and otit 
througl1 tl1e roof. 

rrhere ,vas a lJrimiti,~e 1adder running from 
floor to floor, a11d he noticed that it ,vas or 
11ative n1ant1facture; that is to say, the ru11gs 
\\'ere lashed into place ,,Titl1 hide, instead of 
bei11g 11ailcd i11 tl1e Et1ropean way. 

T ~IE sun I1ad aln1ost c1ried his clothes, 
bt1t lie tool< off his 011tcr garment-s, 
}Jlaci11g t.l1e111 1·ound t11e fire; then, 

. ,vl1e11 tl10 \vater ,vas boiling he .. maclo 
l1in1self fairly con1fortablo ,vitl1 tl1e pannilii11 
of coffee and nulk and bisc11its. 

It ,vas 11ot by any means a ha11.qt1et, but 
,vhen a fellow is dead ,veary and hungry. i1e 
is 11ot t-00 particular. 

\Vhen tl1e n1eal ,vas over- Nipper ,rdrngged 
for\vard some of the dried fodder whicl1 his 
lllttle ,vas worki11g his way tl1rough steadi)~, 
and n1ade it i11to a rot1gh sort of bed, 
~tretcl1ing himself out 011 it beside the fire. 
It ,vas getting dusl{, a11d l1e mt1st have gone 
to sleep instantly. . 

He ne,~er kne,v l1ow Jong he slept, ·but 
Nipper \\·as one of those individuals ,,·hose 
sleep is of tl10 l1air-trigger variety, and l1e 
,vas a \\"itl,e11ed l>y. tl1e b011ud of ,~oices. 
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Nelson Lee l1acl taught him mttch of what 
to do in such an emergency. He made not 
ti1e slightest noise as he rose to a sit.ting 
pcs1tion. He oot1ldn't Qtlite locate ~"here the 
,-oiccs were coming from at first, bt1t at la!t 
he realised that the speakers "'ere outside t.he 
t-0,1,er, and, slipping from his. bed, he tiptoed 

. ~cros_s to the ladclcr and climbed it stealthil~·. 
Ho went rigl,t up to the roof, tl1en 

crossed towards t·he low parapet. He fot1nd a 
c·on,~enient gap, and leaned forV\'ard to look 
<Jo,vn. 

The moon was sl1ining in the heavens, nnd 
t!1<' stars were very clear. About forty yards 
a-,,·ay from tl1e tower were a number of 
1·ough-hewn rocks, ,vhich formed a rampart. 
He caught the glimmer of a fire and three 
or four shapes sitting round it. The fire "·as 
a fairly large one, a11d the flames, leaping up 

·no,v ancl again, gaYe him an opportunity of 
studying the bearded features of the men 
aro11nd it. 

About tl1ree vards a\\?ay from the fire a 
m11lo ,,·as standing, and after a glimpse at 
it l1e recognised the brute as bei11g the one 
he had ridden. 

By some means or other it had broken 
its halter wh'.ilo he had slept; nnd although 
he Vr·as not able to 11nderstand what the men 
arou11d the fire ,,rere saying, he knew that it 
't\"as the presence of hia. mule tl1ere that had 
made them s11spiciot1s. 

IIow it came abo11t that tl1eY hacl not 
-~earchcd the to,ver \'1'as a miracle Nipper 
,vould never ·be able to explain. PerhafJS 
tl1cy found tl1e mule ,vandering some dis­
tance from the to,Yer, and had not thougl1t 

__ to search the ruined building. 
Nipper cot1ld only hear thoir guttural 

voices, and l1e knew they . ,vete talking in 
t-l1e native tongue. Presently, one of tl1em 
.arooo to hie feet and \\'allced to,vards the, 
n111lc. As he pa.ssed the lighted circle of tl1e 
.fire, Nipper 1·ecognised him as being tl1e 
bo,,·-legged, tl1ick-set man ,vho had tackled 
~Vttn Foo. 

Nipper had l1ad a feeling at tl1e back of 
· l1is head all tl1e time that they \\·ere enemie!!, 

and tho sigl1t of this fello,v nov; settled hi! 
do11bts. 

Ha ca11ght at tl1e mule and dragged it 
c1oso to tl1e fire, then began a long palaver 
l\"itl1 his companions, first pointing to the 
anin1nl1 tl1en pointing east,vard. Nipper 
could almost guess \\·hat l1e ,vas saying. 

He was trying to prove to them that he 
:had already seen that mule, ·and was urging 
. them on to make some definite mo,,.c. But 
they did not seem to pay mucl1 attention to 
him, and at last he gave up the task, drop­
.ping l1is hand and besto,,~ing a kick at the 
beast ,,,hich sent it off at a gallop into the 
clarknes~, ,•:hile he returned to his scat be.side 
tl1e fire. 

Nipper leaned OTer the edge of t.he tower., 
i9ratch1ng the grottp of figures, and, he had 
ito confess, rat11er at. a loss to know "H"hat 
jo do. · • 
~ It lookM to l1im &3 tho11gl1 they were going 
to make themsei ... es oomfo1iable for the nigilt 

b7 ·that fire, and it was nc:tt to certain that 
if ·Nipper ,vero still in tl1e to,,·er ""hen the 
1norn1ng broke, tl1ey \\~ould be bound to find 
him. 

And yet C\"en if he did slip a,,·ny in tl10 
darkness, -he had no ,, .. here to go, and the 
t.hought of ,,·alking across that dreary Hitnger 
Desert was not a very pleasant one . 

Then, again, he felt that it "'as up to him 
to keep in touch Yt"itl1 those f cllows if he 
cot1ld, for tl1ey obvi0ttsly rcpre~ented the 
enemy. 

IIILE he wns still cudgelling his 
brair1s to find a plan, one of t.he 
men 11earest to the tower rose to his 
feet, and after a few "'orcls to his 

oompanions turned and began to walk across 
tl1e rough ground tovvards the building. 

It st-ruck Nipper- that tl1e fellow was per4 

haps -going to make a ~earch in his l1iding­
place, and if he did so he could not fail 
to discover traces of the youngster's where• 
abouts, for l1e l1a<l left his haversack and 
saddle in the lower chamber. · 

\Vhen a, fellow is in a corner st1ch as 
Nipper was in then, his brain usually \\'orks 
at _express speed, and he made up his mind_ 
q111okly enough as to what he had to do. 

He slipped a,,,a7 from the ,,·all, and, hurry• 
ing down the ladder, drop1)ed on hia feot in 
the lower chamber and scrambled across it. 
Of coitrse, he l1nd a re, .. ol \"er in the saddle 
pocket, but he knew that a re, .. ol,·er \\'as not 
much use to him in his present position, for 
it wottld simply bring the rest of ti1e gang 
do,vn on him if l1e ttsed it. 

Ho,,1ever, it migl1t come in useful ,~,.hen tl1e 
real rough ,,-ork started so he slippecl it 
into his pocket, then, reaching for the saddle, 
he took his short riding qt1irt from it, and, 
\\'rnpping the thong round his ""rist, he 
gripped the 8exihle end. 

That quirt was of nati,1'e manufacture, witl1 
n round knob at the handle end of it, and as 
it \\·as a fairly hea ,ly affair, Nipper guessed 
it \\·ould make quite a decent weapon. 

All this had. not taken very long to carry 
out·, and he slipped back to tl1e arcl1cd d0<.t1·• 
wny and wait.ed. 

He l1eard footfalls out.side, then heavy 
bronthing, and tl1e .rustle of a sheepskin coat 
as it., l\1earer pressed- himself in througl1 the 
narrow door-vray. • . 

Nipper was flat against the wall v.-ith his 
arm UJ?raised, and tl1e man came inside, halt­
ing v.11tl1in a foot of l1im. He could hear 
him -0reathing, and he held hia o\\:-n bieath . 
and \\·a ited. 

H-e fumbled in his robes, then Nipper l1eard 
tl1e metallic clank of a tinder-box, followed 
by the scrape of steel. A little spark Bashed, 
and .he had a brief bttt good view of & 
rougl1, bearded face bendin1: forward, lips 
pursed together ready to blow the little red 
glow into a flam~. _ 

· There were man7 rea.sons wh1 Nip~r 
sbould not allow that Bame · to develop arid 
as it waa no t.ime tor him to stand on• eere­
mon7, l1e took a tighter grip of the end of 
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the quirt; then, ,vith a ca1·c!ul aim, l1e de- figure gljded out frotn the s!1adows and began 
livered the blo,v. to slip do,vn tl1e slope. . 

The hea,~y knob l4nded !t1ll on the fellow's Nipper saw then that there was a beaten 
pate with a real · ringing thud, and without track at the foot of tl1e slope, faintly rev~aled 
as much as a groan he fell forv~'ard on his 11nder tl1e moonlight, and presently he ,va.s 
hands. and knees, th·e tinder-box clattc1·ing to able to pick u.p t-,vo i11distinct shapes riding 
the stone floor. · slo'\\·ly ~P the track, their n1u1es' l1oofs click• 

Nipper dropped l1is quirt and dragged t.he ing on the hard ground. 
fellow . into the centre of the chamber; then He gained the ,val) and k11e]t there, ,vatch-

-~e tiptoed to the doorway and l)eered out, ing. Tl1e three figures that had appeared 
listening for a mome11t. He co11ld see the from behind the ,val) had no,v vanished in 
glo,v of the fire rising from behind the rain- tl1e shado,vs beside the track, and altl1ough he 
part of huge stones, bt1t there ,vas no sign realised it ,vas an a1nbuscadc1 be did 11ot 
of anyone having follo,,red his ,·ictim, and he k110,v ,vho the victi1ns were. 
slipped back into the chan1ber again, picked Suddenly there came a g1,.1ff sl1011t from 
1-1p the -rough blanket which he used as a belo,v, and ho sa,v the three figures leap 11p 
curtain, and, going across to tl1c doorway, a11d dart to,,rards tl1e riders on tl1e mules. . 
fastened it there. Then he strttck a match A ,~oico-a ,·oice wl1i\!l1 Nipper recognised 
and examined his prisoner. at once-sounded. 

He ,vas a typical Russian of tl1e low-class '' Look out, ho11ourable 1'' 
type, a11d ,vas much abo11t tl1e same size as And tl1en, arid 11ot till tl1en, did Nipper 
Nipper. He ,vas dressed in a ht1ge sheepskin realise that the t,,·o l'iders ,vere Dorrimo~e 
robe, and was wearing one of t-l1e nati, .. e caps and \\-rt1n Foo. 
with long fur flaps which ca• be lo,,'e1·ed to He jumped to l1is feet, feeli11g ,yery sick 
protect the ears and neck. abo11t having allowed his t,1,.0 friends to be 

A notion came to Nipper, and he began rusl1ed ,vitl1out gi\~i11g them any ,varning. 
to follo,v it. He took off the fellow's robe He s,vttng across tl10 wa)] and ra11, helter­
and cap and slipped them on, theii removed skelter, down tho slope to\vards the spot 
his thick native boots1 kicking off his own \\'here a fight \\-as already raging. 
ligl1ter shoes. The ride tl1rougl1 t.he m11d He gained tl1e track just as \Vun Foo, ,vl10 
and rain had not improved Nipper's appear- had been collared by one of the bt1rly fello,vs, 
a11ce any, and although, of course, he did ,vas dra,vn clean ot1t of l1is saddle, and Ylent 
not possess a beard s11cl1 as l1is victim l1ad, doV\yn on the hard gi·ound with a tl1ud. 
he was q11ite co11tcnt to risk that. Ho had a visio11 of Dorrimore leaping 

By the time ho had fastened up the robe f ron1 l1is mou11t and lashing out at his nearest 
and pulled the cap ,vell do,vn over l1is cars, opponent. Tl1e tall 111an's t1st must ha,re 
he felt pretty sure that it ,vou-ld take a 1nade tl1at fellow's 11cck c1·eak, for it landed 
very close scrutiny before he ,,,as disco,·cred. full on the ja,,1 , a11d l1e went reeling over 

In order to make sure of his man, he a11d o,,.cr 011 the dark roadway, yelling at 
slipped a gag between his lips, faste11ing it tl1e top of l1is ,·oicc; then Nipper fl11ng l1in1-
there, then tied him 11p ha11d and foot. self 011 tl1e fello,v ,vl10 had tackJocl \Vun Foo, 
,vhen this v."as o,·er, Nipper picked t1p the and, getting a good· grip on the tousled hcnd, 
saddle and b1·idle a11d his o,vn kit, and slttng he began to tl1g at it \vitl1 all bis 1nigl1t. 
them over his sl1oulders; then, goi11g to t!10 Tl1o fcllo,v let ot1t a yelp of pain, a11d, re-
door,vay, he dre,v tl1e bla11kct do"·n and leasing one l1and fro111 Wun Foo, he gave 
pressed his ,vay throttgl1. Nipper nn elbo,v-tl1r11st in the chest which 

He hall no intcr1tion of l1eading for t11e fire; inade }1in1 cough, and the 11e:xt n1omer1t tl1e 
his object ,,,,as to try nr1d collar tl1e 1nttle, t.hrce of them rolled over i11 a heap, fighti11g 
saddle him a11d get a \\"ay. ~~11d so, '""l1en 110 like ,vild cats. 
left the to,ver, ho headed £or the slope, n11d A1thot1g}1 ,,7t1n Foo a11d Dor1·imore J1ad 
after he h~d gone down over it, l1e dropped bee11 taken by st1rprise, ,vith Nippei-·'s t111-

the saddle and the i-est of tl1e stl1ff, and oxiJectc(l aid tl1cy 111igl1t l1ave got the better 
began to work l1is way to tl1c rigl1t i11 the of tl1e skt111ks, bt1t their shouts and yells 
direction tl1e · mule l1acl take11. a1~0 1:1sed · tl1e men around tl1e fire, a11d pre-

Nipper had to '\\"Ork Yery careftilly, for l1o se11tl)" :SiJJper l1eard them come tearing do,vn 
l<ne,v that tho men by tl1e fire l1ad tl1e i-eal tile slope in tlteii· direction. 
native quickness of hearir1g, and he didn't Ni11pcr had managed to draw the fe1Io,v 
,,,.a11t his. little plan to ho spoilt lJy care• cleai· fro1n· \Vun · Foo 1.1o'!l and the Chi11aman 
le·ssness ·on his pn1·t. l1ad risen to l1is feet.' Hut befo1·0 he could 

.This action ,,.,as really t.he saving of l1im. get_ a,,·ay the leader of tl1e nc,v p~rty Jep.ped 
He reached a place ,vl1cre the ridge sl1el,·ed across tlie track a11d made a v1c1ous hit at 
slightly, and tl1e ot1tlines of a half-bt1ried \\"all \Vttn · Foo ,vith a lo11g, l1~avy stick. 
came i11 front of l1im. He halted to :su1""ey U 11£ortt111atcly Dorrimore's servant ,vas sn.dly 
the position, and as he did so tl1ere came to I1andicap1Jed ,vit!1 l1is ,vou11ded arm, and 
his ears the quick clack, clack clack of mules' could 11ot pt1t up tl1e fight he might ha,·e 
hoofs 1·inging on the l1ard ground. done under otl1er circu1}1stances. That whizz-

Tho_ sound can1e fron1 tl1e le!t, at tJ1e foot ing stick caugl1t th•) Chi11aman just bel1ind 
of the slope, and even as he picked tlll tho tl1e ear, and he <lro11ped !ike a log. 
sC\und l1e heard a rustle from tl1e "'all in · In another n1ome11t tl1e tide of men had 
frc-!lt of l1i111, u11d first 011e, tl1e11 a11otl1er darl, . IJOtlrcd ,lcross tl1e111, ~11d :Sipper "'ent dol\"ll 
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under a sho,ver of bunched fists and kicking 
feet. One hea,"v boot caught him a rare 
th11d 11r1der tho-.; ja,v, and tl1at, as far as­
Nipper was concerned, \Yas the end of the 
figl1t. · 

But lie had a vague recollection of seeing 
Dorrimore, head and sl1oulders abo,·e that 
ola,ving mob, doir1g l1is best to fight l1IB \\·aJio 
to,,·ards him. · 

Thero were fi,·e or six men at. him, 110,,·­
e,·c-r, clinging to him like so many terriers, 
and plucky thot1gh the aristocrat \Yas, lie 
l1a~ no earthly cl1ance against- such a blood· 
th1rstv mob. ., 

-Nipper sa,y l1im ·go do,l·n_, dia-ggecl. do,•tn 
as a 1nan m1gl1t be s11cked into a ,,·l11rlpool, 
1J1e11 lie remcm·bered 110 more 11ntil he fo1111d 
l1in1~clf ticll 11p · like a tr11ssed . fo,vl, ·being 
carried on a pole ,,~11ich \Yas slt1ng across tl1e 
shol1lders of .t,,,.o· mc11. 

. Tl1_cy .had tiecl l1i;rr1 11p in a l1t1ge piere of 
111de, a11d 110,,.- and ·again he ,Yould bun11) on 
the rot1¥"h gro1111d. 

IIo did 11ot kno,y how long tl1at journey 
lasted, but he \Yas mightily relie,red- ,vhen 110 
ca11gl1t a glimpse of a 3-·ello,v. ligl1t; and four 
-or fi\·e minutes later ,vas· clxoppad V.'itl1 a 
bt1n1p on a· heap of skins beside a big fire. 

Rough l1ands \lHtied the _hide and he_ ,vas 
roll rd out; tl1en tl1e tho11gs tl1a t bound l1is 
a11kles ,verc _ removed, and lie was jorked 
:rougl1l)? to l1is feet. 

An angry ,·oice protesting on tlic le[ t in• 
dicatcd tho prese11ce of Wt1n Foo, and Nipper 
sa ,v him dragged f or,vard jt1st as un­
cercn1oniously as he l1ad been. 

Next ca1ne Dorrimore, '\\·ho '"~ carried into 
tl1c light in the san1e ,vay, a11d the tl1ree of 
tl1c1n, \vitl1 · a guard of half a dozen rougl1-
looking rascals, ,,·ere hLtstl~d along beside tl1e 
fire and past a low-roo.fed hut,· to. be final!~· 
tl1n1st into a small cattle-pen. ·wrh1le t,vo of 
tl1e ·men mounted guard over tl1em. 

It had been· raining hard in that part of 
t-l1e ,,,orld as ,,·ell, and the interior of the 
cattle-pen ""ns 111ore like an Irish bog than 
anytl1ing else. 

CHAPTER 5. 

aristocrat tl1at tl1e man ,,,as by no means 
friendly. 

{lnfortunatcl,, the leader of the cara,,.an 
",,as not to be toun~, an4 alt~ough Dorrimoro 
sent .the man off 1n quick time, he realised 
that it '''c,ttld be dangerous for him and \Vt111 
Foo to remain there. 

And so, as soon as dusk had· come do,vn 
on tl1em, Dorrimore and h-is servant had 
saddled their rnt1les and set off. But it ,vas 
e,rident that they had been follo,\"ed, fo,· 
Dorrimore had recognised the very man ,vho 
liad epoken to l1im among the f ello\\~s ll·ho 
,,,.ere now tl1eir capt.ors. 

."I don't kno,v wl,1at the1 arc goin, to _do 
,,·1~h 11s, young 't1n,' ha said. '' I don t think 
,ve are actually in danger for the moment. 
They are just a bit do11btful, and so long as 
their dotibts remain, I'm satisfied t.hat ,, .. c 
lia ,·e a· chance.'' 

He· leaned his cl1in on l1ia hands and stared 
across the dirty- pen througl1 tl1e gap ,vl1ere 
the two men 6tood on sentry. 

~ It's a -- pretty rotten sort of ending to n 
darned rough trip,'' he comme11ted dr3•l:v, 
,r but, after all, \Yhen tl1ings are really at 
their \\,.orst, t-liey simplv must mend." 

Which was l11s ,vay .,of trj'ing to console 
l1is companions, bt1t· Nip_por co11ldn't see 
much mending in their IJ1·ese11t position. 

Jt1st before ·c1ay·break s ma11 came into the 
pen with a. bo¼ .. l of &teaming food, and 
handed it to tl1em. He told Dorrimore that 
he wottld i1a,·e to be ready to make n mo,·e 
in an hour's time, and tl1at he had a long 
journey in fro11t of l1im. , • 

" 1u-n Foo was perhaps in tl1e ,,Torst plight, 
for his· arm \\'as beginning to pain him, bt1 t 
Dorrimore and Nipper managed to make a 
rude - sort of dressing for the \\~ound, ancl 
when they hac! finished the hot meal they all 
felt· nruch better. 

Their first" signal that a mo,,.e \\'&s being 
made eame ,,,hen the,,. heard a few rough 
cries · sounding from outside the pen, then 
their two cuetodians came in and ordered 
them peremptorily to their feet. 

The Eerie V.olce ! 

The:r f ollo,,,ed them out int.o the open 
space in front of the· pen, halting outside the 
hut, and Nipper •~as amazed to see the 
number of men that were there. There muat 
have· been over a score of them, all fair)., 

• lusty fellows, and each inan was wearing a 
N IPfER "·~s stiff and ao. re. from b~1ng couple of ban~oliers \\10eH filled w.ith cartrid~cs 

tied up 1n tha.t rotten piece o1 hide, and was carrying a brand-new rifte. 
and neither Dorrimore nor Wt1n Foo• The,, had been -placed in rear of tl1e 
were in m\1cl1 better plight. The:, compa·ny, \\"hich \\'as commanded by a rather 

found the drieat corner of the pen, however, slim indi\'id11al, ,vhose astrakhan coat and tall 
a~d then, huddled together, Dorrimore gave ft!r cap ,ve:e of much better l!l~t,erial than 
Nipper a rough account of what had his compan1011s'_. He \\"as ,, .. e!'nng. a !5'~'ord, 
l1appen·ed after the youngater had been and ,vas quite a et1p<!r1or 1nd1v1dual 
carried a,,,ay by his mule during the sto~. altogetl1er, and one "·liom ·th~ CO!DJ?BDY of 

He had man3ged to catch up witl1 Wun ro11gh-looking fello,,·s obeyed 1mpl1c1tly. 
Foo and tl1e t,vo of thein had been carried Behind tl1cm came a con, .. oy of mules 
mil~ out of -tl1e beaten track, together ,vith laden witl1 packs, nnd as t,h<:Y start~~ off 
a few mttles and . dri,1'ers of the caravan. from tl1e ht1_t, tl1ey had a d1St1nctly military 
\\11en the rain had ceased they had f 011nd_ appearance. . . . 
themselves in n nullah and ,,l'h1lst tl1e_y had Someone 1n _ tl1e leading fours began to 
been drying tlieir clothes, one of tl1e drivers play on a .l1uge _Je\v~s harp, ,,·hile another 
J1ad come up. to Dorrimo1·0 and asked one or rnan bent time ,v1th castanet.a, and althougl1 
t,vo qucstior1s , ..... Iuch ir1dicatM to the tl1e three luckle-ss prisoners ,vere in a prett1. 
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rotten position, Nipper found l1imself able to It l\tas the cool way )11 "wvhicl1 11e spoko 
e11joy .5ome of the htt1not1r of it. tl1at arot1scd I va11 Vladski'~ fur3. The man 

They reached a fairly level road, and kept brolie ot1t i11to a 11allhle of wild abuse, and 
ttp a steady trudge, hour after hour, thc11 Nipper. cottld see that it would not ha,·e 
later on they fot1nd themselves passing t.akcn l1i111 : long to J1a·ve struck Dorrimo1·e 
tl1rough a stretch of culti,·ated land, and on do'\\·n \\'here lie stood, hl1t lie ma11aged to 
,vinding into a ,rallev, sa.,v ahead of them a c~heck l1is rage nt last, tl1e11 sta11ed to cross-
s111all native t.o'\\"n. " exa1nine tl1e1n. 

They were well into Turkestan by tl1cn, Of cottrse, he got 11otl1i11g out of Dor1-i• 
Nipper reckoned, nnd the to,\"D itself ,,,as 111ore, bttt :Sipper ,vas 1·atl1cr nppalled to 
almost l\Ioorish in its first glim1Jse,. for there k110,v ho,v 111t1ch tl1e skt111k k11e,v concerning 
,vere a couple of mosques arid minarets t.o their move1nents. Ho J11e11tioncd the route 
bo seen, while a huge \\,.all t\\·el,·e feet ltlgh by ,v11icl1 tl1ey l1ad co111e, tl1e towns they 
embraced the little city. stopped at, atici ,\~as eve11 able to hint tl1at 

About a mile from the to,vn the con1pnny their ,Tisit jo the old t•)V"""ll in Tashke11t ,vas 
'\\"as tt1rned down a 11arro,v track, and, after 110 111:ystery to hi1n. 
,,,ading across a river, they reached a square- It ,vas obvious that so111co11e l1ad gi,,en 
shaped bt1ilding, which had ob,,iously once tl1en1 a ,vaj', a11d t.l1at pretty badly, and 
been a fort. N!I)pcr, for 011c, felt co.mplctely at a loss. 

The bt1ilding v.~as s11rrot1ndcd by a '\\"al], ~ Dorri111ore, 110'\\-ever, al1o\vcd the blustering 
n11d they l1ad to pass through a h1gl1-arcl1ed n1an to talk a,,,.ay ur1til l1e ca1ne to an end 
gate,vay, plentifully studded with long steel for w·a11t · of lireath, tl1e11 tl1e aristocrat 
spikes. Inside the wall ,vas a flagged court- shrt1gged l1is sho11lders. 
yard, in which another groua- of armed men '' I do11't see ,vhy you ca111e here to 
,,l'ere lounging in various corners. qttestion us 1·egarding a11ything, Ivan 

Their company was halted, and t\\·o men Vladski,'' he said .. "Yori s~en1 to kno,v a,~ 
stepped out of the ranks to take charge of 111uch about our business as ,ve do ourselves. 
t.he prisoners, and they were ma'tched ottt Th~ fel!ow 1ea11ed for,~a1·d, a heavy sco,vl 
of the yard and into the main building on his evil face. 
"'here in a dark chamber they "'ere left fo; '' I k11ow how you got l1ere,'' he said, 

11 

and 
a ~pell. 1 I thi11k I 1<110,v v;l1a1; you nre after. Bt1t I 

Someo11e brougl1t tl1em food then nbout wa11t to find out ,,.,here yot1 are going to, and 
' h ?" an hour af_tcrwards three . or four n)en ,v ~y . ~ , . • 

entered, bearing torcl1es, nnd 10 the centre of As a n1atter of Lact, po1r1n1ore and Nipper 
them was a burly figure in red Russian boot.s l1a~ 011ly a very hazy idea where they were 
aiid blue t111iform. going, ~~11d, b~;·ond ~he fact that they hoped 

Dorrimora-,who '",.as seated by N·pne , to get 1r1tq touc~ ,v~th- ~clson Lee, l1ad no 
·d ·h If .. ' · -. h. d h 1 

J. r 9 other definite obJect 111 v1cv1. 
s1 e, a . -10s0. to is feet, an t. e yo11_11gstcr B11t it ,vo11ld i1ot ba,.rc st1ited their book 
h~ard him give ,,ent to an C'Jaculat1on of to let I,·an \7Jndski know tliat and althottgh 
dismay. d d d n' • f "B- J , I. VI d ·k.1'' l1e 1·<i,Te an stor1ne at orr1more or 

Y an1es · 'an a 8 1 anothe1· ten solid 11ii11t1tes lie could get 

VLADSKI l1ad altered ,,.ery mttch in 
appearance. Tho t1niform he ,vas 
weari11g was of the Cossack type, and 
it certainly st1ited l1im. He had an 

air of arrogance, and there ,,·as a grin1 
smile on his face as he stepped thro11gh tho 
ring of torch-bearers and nodded to them. 

'' Get up!'' he ordered in English. '' Thero 
is no need for you to attempt to deny your 
identity to me. I kno,v you l', 

Neither Dorrimore nor Nipper were par­
ticttlarlI cowardly, but they were also ,, .. ise. 
Ivan Vladski certainly had the ,vhip-hand 
over them, for there \\·ere at least a doze11 
burly, armed fello,vs cecorting him, and e,,.en 
if they had attempted to tackle l1i111, they 
did not have the faintest chance of getting 
away ,vith it. 

They rose to their f cet, and Dor1·imore took 
a pace forward where the light of the 
smoking torches fell on his face. 

Lord Dorrimore '\\·as a really handsome 
man, and even then, despite all l1e had gone 
through, a11d the grime of the journey, his 
face, with the hawk 11ose and steel blue eyes, 
was t.he sort that ,vould lea,"e an impression 
on anyone. 

''What do you ",.nnt ?'' ho asked. 

11otl1ing ottt of them. . 
Fi11ally, l1e too.k l1im~e1f off n1ttttering all 

sorts of dire threats of what ,vot1ld happen 
to tl1en1. 

,,~11e11 he had go11e, followe.d by his torclt• 
bearers, Dorrimore and Nipper "·e11t ba·ck to 
tl1e· cor11er of t-11e room . agai11, and seated 
themselves on tl1c pile of 111ltsty-smclli11g 
bl1eepski11s. 

The }lositio11 ccrtai11ly ,, .. as ratl1er a cu1·ious 
011e. They ,vere stuck in a }Jrison outside 
a lonely to,•ln on the Hunger Desert, and 
neither Dorrimore 11or Ni11per could l1onestly 
say ,vl1y the dickens tl1ey had come there. 

The key of tl1e position, if t.hero \\,.as a 
key, was in the ha11ds of Nelson Lee, and 
neither of them kne,v wI1ere in the world 
l1e ,vas to be (ottnd. 

There was a small wi11do,v, a mere slot, in 
the thick walls of tl1eir p1·ison, and Wun Foo, 
,vho had taken t1p a position under it, 
prese11tly arose to his feet and looked through 
the 11arrow· gap, t11cn called to the others. 

Tl1ey cro,vded to 11ia side and found that 
tl1ey had a ,,iew of the courtyard. It was 
getting late in the afternoon, and they saw 
that a co1npany of n1en had gathered ,vith 
l1a,~ersacks and riflesJ obviously about to 
depart. 
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They · watched them form up, then they the same brond, and they got a glimpse o1 
~a\V a figure stride' out from under tl1e arch• the sk:y far above. Something was attacl1ed 
\\~ay, and recognised it as Ivan Vladski. He to the wall, .and t-l1e inner /ortion of the 
stopped in front of the company and barked shaft, and Dorrimore reache out and put 
out a few orders, tl1en the men formed fours, his hand inside. 
and presently they \\"ere plodding out through '' What the dickens is it? Bring me the 
the gate,,,.ay in tl1at \\"'addling, rather cumber- candle I'' 
6omo style ,•rhicl1 is characteristic of eastern Nipper lifted the candle from its socket 
mctr1ods. and held -it in the ahaf t. The Dama ,vas 
· ''Hallo!'' Dorrimore said. '' Our friend almost blMvn ottt by t.he current of air. but 
\ 1 ladski is off. I -,,·011der ,,where the dickena lie saved it v ... ith his cuppefi hand, and, rais◄ 
he is going to?'' ing the ligl1t carefully, he \\"'as able to see the 

They watched the tail end of tlie company object l\1'}1ich had attracted Dorrimore's 
follo\v th1~ough the gates, and sa,v the cloud attention. 
of dt1st that arose from tl1eir heels until It was the horn of a gramophone, one of 
it liad died a,vay; then about half an hottr tl1e old ... fashio11ed t~"pe, ,,·ith tl1e bell mouth 
later tl1e slim officer, who had been in charge and tapering arm. Tl1e arm ran up the 
of the companv thev had marchecl ,vith, came shaft, a.s far as they cot1ld see, and although 
to their prison and ordered them to follo,._. Dorrimore tugged at tl1e "l'ide trumpet he 
l1im. .. could not move it. 

lie ,vas accompanied by a couple of nrmed It had e,,.idently been very sec11rely fixed 
n1cn, \\~}10 took up post on either side of in its position in tl1e shaft for some strange 
tl1~m, and they were marched along a narrow purpose or other·. 
corridor and 11p n steep flight of st.airs, along '' It's a gramorJhone horn all riglit, yo11ng 
another corridor and ttp a second Bight of 'un, '' he said. ,. But ,vhat tl1e deuce is it 
-stairs, finally being led into an octagonal• doing up here?', 
sl1apcd chamber, ~, .. hich they j11dged to be '' Aslc me eometl11ng easier,'' Nipper re-
lJUrt of the to,\"er ,,,..hich Banked the bttilding. · t.urned. 

T}1cy found three pallet beds, ,Yith sl,in The:}· studied tl1e tl1ing for a lo.ng m!lment, 
rt1gs and rude hair-stuffed bolsters, arranged but could. not make ~ead nor tail of 1t, and 
along the vlalls, ,vhile there was a crude at last_ ,v1thdrcw their heads from the shaft 
table and several chairs in the room. Some• and Nipper replaced the candle. 
one had placed a few tin platters and pan- ,vun Foo hnd gone across to his pallet bed 
11iltins on the table, toget~t;r ,vit~ a supply and had stretched himself out there. Nipper 
of black bread and some cv1l-smell1ng yellow ,vent over to tlic Chinaman and had a ,,·ord 
compound vrhich the 11atives consider to be witl1 him. He \\·as getting sligl1tly feverisl1 
cheese. Nipper could see, so he re1noved the dressing 

A couple of tallo,v candles of the native from his \\'011nded nrm arid put on a fresh 
type '"·ere st11c l.: in s11pports in the ,vall, and one. 
tl1e officer, stepping aside, gave t.hem n curt Tl1e dt1sk: crept. on, nnd finally Dorrimore 
nod of hi5 head to indicate that t!iis ,vas to and Nipper ~ought their beds. 
be tl1cir quarters. Nipper reckoned he ,vent to sleep, but ho 

''I advise l"Oll to make no attempt to cot1ld not ha,·e bec11 in t.hat condition very 
escape,'' he said to Dorrimore, spealcing in long ,vl1cn a hand on his shoulder aroused 
Rt1~sian. · ''Inside this room you are safe, him. 
but it meanB death if you attempt to lea,"e '' Don't make a noise, Nipper,'' Dorrimore's 
it.'' ,roice said. '"Get up, and come over here.'' 

He stalked off then, follo,Yed by his escort, Nipper slipped out of the low bed, and 
and they sat do,Yn to the table and tackled followed his tall companion across t.l10 
tl10 grub. chamber pa&t the table, halting close to the 

T IIE room was fairly ,vell lighted, for 
there \\'ere se,,.eral slot ""indo\\·s in the 
walls, and tl1ey watched tl1e watery 
sun climb 5lowly up tl1e stones and 

flood along the ceiling, indicating that dusk 
• ,vas oon11ng on. 

Dorrimore arose to his f cet at last, and 
striking a match, ,vent over and lit one of 
the candles. In doing so he- had to reacl1 
across a darli: space immediately bclo,v where 
· .. the candle ,vas fixed. It \Vas a recess in 
the \\·all, and Nipper sa,v l1im peer into it, 
then he tur11ed nnd called to t.he youngster. 

"' \\That do l'OU make of this, Nipper?'' he 
nslied. 

Nippe1.. 01·0.sscd the room anc1 reached his 
side, peering into the gap. He saw that it 
,vas appare11tlv a long shaft running ttp tl1e 
,vall. It \Yas ~ abot1t t,rr:I,~e i11chcs ,vide by 

,,-al 1. 
''Listen!'' said Dorrimore. 
Nipper listened. For a long moment there 

\\'as silence, tl1en st1ddenly from some,vhere 
near there came a \'Oice, an extraordinary 
thin, eerie ,,,oice that seemed to float out of 
notl1ing. ' 

'' Ni11per ! Dorrimoro ! " 
Nipper cnugl1t at his companion's arm and 

held it for a moment. 
'' ,,111-what is it~" he gasped. 
The_y listened again. Another tong moment 

passed, then once more came that thin call: 
'' Are ,you t.here ? Nipper ! Dorrimore l'' 
Nipper had l1eard that some people have 

attended- those spiritualistic seances, and have 
been called from be~"ond the veil by some 
of their relati,Tes. He had never gone 
thtough that experience himself, but he had 
to admit tl1nt that disembodied, thin, clear-
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pitcl1ed eerie ,·oicc, talking np1Jarent.Jy 011t 

of space, ,vas ,veird cnougl1 to 111ake l1is l1air 
stn11d 011 end. 

'' For goodness' sake, explain. ,,:11at does 
it mean?'' he asked. 

Dorrimore had mo,,.ed fron1 l1i.~ side, and 
presently he heard hi111 gi,-e a quick breat-h, 
then l1e called to the youngster. 

'· This way, young 'un. 'l"he sl1aft !', 
Nipper groped his ,vay f or\vard and found 

l1im leaning forward, his head in the sl1af t. 
There was only just room for Nipper's head 
to squeeze in beside his, and even as he had 
gai11cd that position the voice came again, 
mt1ch more distinctly tl1is 
time-indeed, so clear did it 
sou11d that after listening for 
a moment Nipper actually 
recog11ised it . 

. " .,;_\re you thero? Dorri­
. n1orc l Nipper l Ans,vcr 1 '' 

,-, It-it's coming down that 
conf ottnded gramophone 
trt1n1pet," Dorrimore -~aid, 
'' and, by Jove-I-I k110,v 
,, hose voice it is---'' 

'' And so do I,'' Nipper. 
i11terrttpted. ''It's tl1e 
g11v'11or. But ,v licro tl10 
dicl{e11s is lie ? '' 

CHAPTER 6. 
Lee's Plan. 

HEN a fc]lo,v l1ag 
gono througl1 a 
pretty rougl1 tin1e, 
a.nd he is called i11 

tl1c ,vay that Nipper ,vas by 
tl1at gramophone voice, ho 
is not to be blamed if he 
gets just a little hysteric.al. 

~ippor laughed, ,vith l1is 
}1cad stuck i11 tl~at shaft., and 
prese11tly tl1e \1 oice cl1allgc<l. ·• 

'' Oh, l~cs. I'1n on a roof rigl1t eno11gl1, bt1t 
!'111 forty 111iles a ,vny fron1 ,vhcre you are!'' 

''Forty milea! \Vhat do you mean?'' 
Again Dorrimore gave l1im a dig in tl1e 

ribs. 
,. Don't ask silly queBtions, young 'un, '' 

110 said. '' Find out all you can, quickly.'' 
He wormed his way out of tho shaft and 

pushed Nipper bodily i11to it. 
'' I'll ,,,.atcl1 the door,'' J1e said. •• This is 

getting too interesting for us to allo,v any­
one to o,~erhear. ,, 

Dorritnore \,·as al,vays a n1atter-0£-fact sort 
of fellow, :111d his handling of Nipper did 

\ 

'' Tl1at you, Nipper ? I 
J1car you laughing." 

Dorrimore nudged him. 
,. Go on, you11g 'un, '' 110 

Dorrimore urged the ponies into a wild gallop down the trail as ,heJ 1 

soldiers and send them se 
said. '' Ans"~cr 1 '' 

'' But-bt1t where is he? \\,,110 ~m I to 
ar1sv-·er? What am I to say?'' 

Dorrimore dug his elbo,v into Nipper's 
side. 

'' Talk into tho sl1af t, '' l1c said. 
It ,vas only faith 011 Nipper's part, bt1t 

lie promptly lear1ed for\\"ard and spoke. 
'' .. '-\re you there, guv'nor 1" 
Of co1.1rse, talking into t11at sl1aft ,,·a~ jtl~t 

li]{_e tall{ing dovln a spcal~i11g--tt1be, arid hi3 
voice sour1ded loud cnot1gl1. Tl1e re1Jly can1e 
almost instantly. 

'' Yes. I'n1 here, ~lOttng 'un. ::, 
Nipper clltng to tl1c sides of tl1e sI1af t to 

steady hi111self. 
"Bttt ,vhcro arc y<.1l1-,vl1cre ara yott, 

gt1v'11or ?'' lie asked. '' ..:\re :rou on tl1e 
roof?,, 

Qt1itc disti11ctly there can1c a Jaug11. 

J1irn gooc1. The yot1I1f;stcr spol:e again into 
tl1e trt1111pet. 

'' "'
7herc did :y·ou say you are g1.1v'11or? '' 

It scen1ed to him absolutely ridiculous tl1at 
11 c sl1ot1ld be standing there in tl10 dark:ened 
1·00111, talking into a11 empty shaft, and yet 
a. moment Inter the gl1v'11,J1·'s voice can1e 
back to l1in1. 

'' I an1 at tl1e ~Io11nstery of SI1eegun) '' it 
said, "and t!1nt is a }J!ace about forty 1niles 
from ,vhero yott nrc, 011 t11e edge of the 
Ht1ngcr Dese1t. 0111· frie11ll l\·an Vladski­
or, to give l1in1 l1is })roper name, I van 
Bcl~eroff, a colonel i11 tl1e 1·cbel forces, is 
con1i11g to tl1e monaste1·y 110,v, and I an1 
\,rai ti11 g for l1in1. I tl1i11k 110 left yot1r placo 
abot1t a col1ple of hot1rs ag·f1, didn't he?'' 

This, of co11rse, ,vns absolut,ely uncanny. 
For, a110,vi11g tl1at il1e detcctivo ,vas forty 
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• 
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IIlllea a\vay, how on eartl1 did lie kno,v t.J1at 
I van Vladski had left tl1em that afternoo11? 

'' Yes, that's right, guv'nor," Nipper 1~e­
turned. '' But this sort of st.ttff is making 
my brain reel. How did you know y,·c were 
here, and how did you know that Ivan Vlad­
slti had just left us 7 '' 

Nipper heard distipctly a laugh sound from 
the hidden gramophone trumpet. 

'' Because I was the 0110 ,vho arranged that 
you should be put into that chamber, fat­
head!'' came the reply. "But don't ask 
questions just 110w. young '1111, tl1ere's no 
time. I have been v.·orking confoundedly 

_:( '--,( ~-- -« \__ 
• 

... - --- . 

~ 

)'Ourselves. You ,vill l1ave a long jottrney ir1 
front of yo~, but it. ,vill be all right, for at 
the end of 1t you v.T1ll be free. You will be 
left 1n an old su11ken garden, close to the 
monastery here, and I ,vant you to wait 
t1ntil you see a couple of lights showi11g on 
tl1e wall of the monastery. That will be tho 
signal for you to leave the garden and come 
to the wall. The rest I ,vill explain later.'' 

Agai11 there "~as a pat1se. Thor1: 
'' Got all those details., young 'u11 ? '' 
., Yes guv'nor '' 
'' Right. Repeat them.'' 
Nipper did so, 0110 by one, talking into 

that shaft, and at tho end 
of it tho guv'nor spolco 

• again. 
'' Tl1at'll do. I'm going 

no,v. Good-h:yc. '' 
'' Bttt, guv'11or ! Ho,v tl1e 

dickens are j~ou-- Ila vo 
~yot1 arra11ged this voico 
business--'' 

A n1ome11t passed, but 
thero ,vas 110 reply. Nipper 
,vaited for tl1e best part of 
:t co11plo of mi11utes, for l1is 
ct1riosity ,vas absolutely 
arousctl by then. But at the 
cn<l of tl1at tin10 he realised 
tl1at the detective 11.ad gone, 
and 110 tur11cd away from t}1e 
sl1aft and crossed the roo1n 
to ,v hero Dorri1nt>re stood 011 

5cntry beside tl1e door. 

He repeated to 11im ,vl1at, 
the dctecti,·e ha<l said, and 
t}•c big fello,v clapped l1is 
hand 011 Nipper's shoulders 
arid gavo a chuckle of 
cleligl1t. 

leaJ:ed the sentries. In front, Legrand was the nrst to crash into the 
atterlng right and left ! 

'' Can't yot1 see it, young 
't1 n ? ,, J1e saicl. '' 1.,11a t con­
f ot1ndcd guv'nor of yottrs 
]1as been worki11g on us 
right away throug~ this• 
darned journey. Ho l1as. 
absolt1tcly brought us here, 
stage by stage, so that we 
migl1t bo on ha11d to help 

j 

t 
' 

j 

hard, and I have no,v got 1natters nicely 
arranged. Listen to me, Nipper." 

'!,here was silence for a moment, then the 
voice continued: 

'' I11 about a cot1ple of hot1rs' time a 
Tibetan monk \\Till arri,,.e at the place ,vhc1'e 
yott are held prisoners. Ile comes from the 
Lama Cho Fttl, ,vho is head of this monas­
tery. He has orders to take you i11to cus­
tody, and you will be n1arched out of the 
citadel you aro no,v in into tl1e to,vn. Y Ott 
,vill be l1anded over to the police there, a11d 
'\\Till be put into a cell;_ bttt yo11 vlill fi11d tl1ere 
is a trapdoor in the floor of the cell, and by 
ope11ing it yolt ,vill get i11to an t1t1derground 
passage ,vhich will lead you 011t into a cattle 
yard, \vl1ere a natiYc cart filled \\,.ith fodder 
will be stancling. I ,vant :> .. ou and Dorri1nore 
a11d \Vun Foo to get i11to that cart and hide 

hi-n1 at tl1e end I" 
'' Oh, 110 ! I-I can't believe '' 
'' I'll bet on it,'' Dorri1nore interrupted. 

'' I have been wo11dering ho,v it came about 
that that skunk, Ivan Vlaclski, could detail to 
11s our every move111ent. But I see it all 
no,v. By James Nipper, it's one of the 
cleverest bits of \\:ork l'Yo ever heard tell of. 
That clever gtrv·'nor of :yours kne,v darned 
\\"ell tl1at ,ve could 11ot all come here togctl1er 
,vithot1t being spotted, so he jolly ,,·ell 
arranged that ho sl1oulll travel ,vith Ivan 
Vladski, keepi11g in to11cl1 · ,vitl1 him all the 
time, pretcr1ding to be on l1is side, and, by 
spoofing him, he made Vladskj allo,v us to 
come rigl1t thro11gh tl1e line3 of his spies 
until lie sho,ved his hand to us here.'' 

.. But ,vhy? \Vhat's tl1e idea?'' 
They had crossed to tl1eir cots no,v and 

,vere seated there. Dorri111ore seemed very 
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cocksure so far ns his opinions ,vere con­
cerned1 but Nipper had his doubts, for it 
seemea to l1im a very extraordinary sort of 
proceeding altogether. 

'' I can tell you '1."hy, '' Dorrimore said. 
'' My opinio11 is that 3~our guv'nor kno\\,.8 
just exactly \\"hero Sydney Legrand is, and 
he is out for a rescue. I suppose he realises 
that he cannot do that sin3le-handed, and 
he ~·antB us to be in at the death.'' 

His deep laugh rang out softly. 
'' It's great.!" he said. '' Can't yott see tl10 

ht1.mour in it, )·011 thick-headed yot1ng idiot? 
Nelson Lee has made Ivan Vladski allow 
:you and I and ,\7 un Foo to come all the v.·ay 
•here, believing, of co11rse, that he would 
·settle our little enterprise ,,.,.henever ho chose. 
No,v, at the eleventh hour, your guv'nor is 

,- arranging that "',.e should link handa with 
him, and the four -0f us \\"ill be quite enough 
to bring Vladski's tricks to an end.'' 

Of course, ·after that con,"ersation through 
the mysterious shaft there ,vas- no sleep for 
either Dorrimore or Nipper, and the detec­
tive having told the youngster that the monk 
,vould. a1ipear "~ithin a couple of hours after 
·his talk with then1, Nipper found himself 
.glued to the ,vindo,,,.s as tl1at time drew near, 
·trying to see do,vn into the courtyard below. 

It was the sound of footfalls in the passage 
outsido the room ,vhich drew Nipper away 
from the ,vindo,v at last, and he had just 
time to reach his cot and sit on it when he 
sav-' the slim officer appear again. 

He was accompanied by a 6ingle-armed 
man, this time, carcyying a torch; but behind 
the torchbearer ,vaddled a robed shape, wear­
·ing the Cttrim1s head-dress \\rhich is typical of 
the Tibetan monk. 

The officer barked out a command to them, 
and Nipper rose to his feet, \\"hile Dorrimore 

: nudged \\111n Foo on the shoulder, and the 
Chinaman scr[lmblcd to his feet and stood 
rubbing his e;·es. 

Wun Foo had been sound asleep, and that 
sleep had done him -good, for he had a much 
more cheerful expression on l1is face no,v as 
the light of tl1e torcl1 flashed on him. 

Tho officer said something to the monk 
and t·he · robed shape came across the cham­
ber, halting to look at the prisoners. He 
had the Bat, sq11at, Mongolian feat11res, 
.,vhich ·are absolt1tely expressionless, and 
: Ni11per had to admit that the glance he ga,"e 
. them was by no means f1·iendly. 

Finally he thrt1st out a thick hand and 
pointed fully into Dorrimore's face, jabber­
ing something in a g11ttural voice. Nipper 
did.n't under.stand v.·hnt he said, bt1t the offi­
cer ~eemcd to do so, for he broke into a 
ringing lattgh, then turned to them and 
nodded. 

"Yol1r stay ,vitl1 me is at an end,'' he 
saicl. ''You are going lYith a much more 
capable \l·arder.-'' 

The robed fig11re slippe<l his hand do,vn 
nncl detacl1ed three pairs of heavy iron hand­
ct1ffs from 11ncler the folcls of his robe. At a 
,,·ord from hin1 tl10 officer came for,l·ard 
nnd first Dorrimorc, then Nipper, tl1en \\7 1.1~ 

Foo, ,vere forced to · pttt th_eir hands behind 
their backs, and the rottgh manacles ,rere 
snapped over their \\1rists. 

They were absolutely helpless then, and 
Nipper had to admit that just for a sooond 
or two he began to doubt. It occurred to him 
that perhaps tl1e ,vhole affair was a fake, for, 
after alli although it \\"as ver_y like Nelson 
Lee's ,,.01co that had sounded down the shaft, 
he had no actual proof thnt it was really Lee 
\\'ho had spoken. 

There are many ct1nning triclcs played on 
people in the East, and as Nipper walked 
across the chamber behind Dorrimore, \\Tith 
that armed torchbearer leading the \\,.ay, he 
had an uncomfortable feeling at the back of 
his mi11d that they might be making a. change 
for tl1e ,,~orse. 

T HEY \\"ere led do,,,n into the courtyard, 
and there they found half a dozen 
men, dressed in Tibetan costume, 
armed \\'ith long riftes, and oa ttn• 

snvOUlj"' a lot of cut-tl1roats as ever they l1ad 
clapped eyes on. . . 

T,,,o of tl1em were armed with lanterns 
of the old-fashioned horn ,·ari1'ty, and aft.er 
a little bit of unceremonious display·.· ·-.i110 
prisoners "·ere handed over to them. : .... __ 

Dorrimore \\'as linked to the two men ,,:itl1 
the torches. Ni_pper came next, linked-·· to 
another two, and ,,·11n Foo brought up the 
rear, fMt.ened i1l a similar manner. There -
""asn't a dog's chance of them getting a?.'ay, 
and . in that fashion they \\·ere marched ottt 
under the arched gateway of the citadel, wl1ere 
a group of the company \\"hich had first cap• 
tured them had gathered to \\"atch t·heir d.c• 
parture, and passed many crude and hilariotts 
remarks as they 'ft"ent through. 

Nipper managed to understand one or· two 
of tl1e \\·ords that \\"ere spoken, and from 
them he realised tl1at it \\"as the opinion of 
the company that the~1' \\"ere going to be 
sl1ot out of hand, apparently, they ha,ing 
incurred the ,vratl1 of the powerful priest­
hood in that particular district, and tl1e1 
,vere ir1 for a peck of trouble. 

They set off do\\,.n the road, heading for 
tl1e to,,·n, and af tcr a long and weary trt1dge, 
found tl1emsel ves passing tl1rough the narro,,· 
streets. Here tl1ey had another rather grim 
experience, for the news of their coming bad 
go11e on ahend, and s11ddenly, in a small 
square, the)r ,vere beset b~,. a rabble of men 
and '\\·omen. 

'' Kill the spies I'' 
'' Dovrn ,,·ith the dogs!'' 
They began to bombard them -n·ith all sorts 

of missiles, and some of t.heir escort sufiered 
as mttcl1 as they did. A g11ttural command 
from the monlr, ,,,.ho ,vas tn1dging along 
behind them, made them break into a trot, 
and the)' forced their way through the yelling 
tl1rong, swinging do,vn a narro\\? st.reet. and 
finally l1alti11g at tl1e door,vay of a sq11aro ... 
sl1aped bt1ilding, on ,vl1ich the monk ham­
mered \\"ith his ixo11 pencase. 

The door ,vas opened; b11t only jttst in 
time. For the rabble l1ad followed them, and 
had gro,vn bolder: so t!-1at, although Dorri• 
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moro · an·d Nipper managed to get in without managed t.o do it at last.. Then as soon as 
h11rt, W11n Foo and his escort received rather Nipper's hands were free it ,vas 11ot long 
a severe har1dli11g. Doze11s of grubby paws before he had performed a si1nilar task for 
were stretched out to grab at Wun Foo, a11d Dorrimore and also \Vt1n Foo. 
sometl1ing like a tug-of-Yt"ar took place before Dorrimore's servant had t.aken up a posi­
the 1ne11 to whom he '""as handcuffed managed tio11 at the door of tl1e cl1amber \\·bile this 
to hat1l l1im inside the safety of the doorway operation ,vas being carried ot1t, a11d ho 
and slam the heavy, iron-stt1ddcd barrier in acted as sentry while they raised the trap­
the faces of the mob. door, to discover that it led do\\"D to an 

''Phew!'' Dorrimore remarked to Nipper, arched passage belo,v. Dorrimore straight­
as he leaned against the ¥lall of tl10 lo,v- ened tip, and crossed to ,vhe1·e the torch ,vas 
1·oofed cl1amber into which they had been fixed in the wall, lifting it from its position. 
th1·ust. If this sort of trcat,1ne11t is any '' Right you are,'' he said. '' Go on, and 
criterion of ,vhat is going to happen after- I'll follow.'' 
v.·ards I think ,ve might have been safer in Nipper y,•as the first to drop i11to the 
that chamber v.·e l1a,re jt1st left.'' passage, ,vhich he disoo, ... ered to be about 
: Th"ey had· been released from their escort, six feet high. Wun Foo follo,ved, and finally 
and left in the room ,vl1ich ,vas lighted by a Dorrimore lo,\rered himself through. Then, 
solitary torch fixed in nn iron support to the before lie let go, he knocked a\\"ay the little 
"·all. "·edge of wood ,vhich they had fixed to keep 

'1,he floor of tl1eir prison was stre\\,.n \\~ith the trapdoor open, so that as he landed in 
rus11es, . and prcsentl.Y Dorrimore arose to the passage the hea\tY door closed over his 
his feet a11d began tQ move abot1t on the l1ead with a dt1ll tl1ttd. 
rustling covering, bn1shing it aside here and ''Now, I think I had better lend tl1e ,vay,'' 
there \\"ith his foot. At last, he came to a D.orrimore snid, as he passed Nipper, hold .. 
halt .some\\"here abot1t tl1e cent1·e of the ing tho torch, which began to fill tl1e passage 
_ch-amber and called to Nipper. with its acrid smoke, and W11n Foo and 

.,, Here :you nre, young 'un·. This is one Nipper trttdged along behind him. 
f!f90f that some of the stuff you heard down P1·esently, Nipper sa,v his tall companio11 

~-Wiit. _shaft ,vas true. Here's the trapdoor.'' stoop and thrust the oorch into the soft earth 
.,_. Nipper .,ve11t across, a11d saw that he was ,vhich formed the floor of the passage, 
.quite right. A small trapdoor, with 8n iron extinguishing it. · · · 
1·ing fixed in it, ,vns re, .. ealed under the '' Be careful, Jsroung 'un, '' be wl1ispered. 
rushes. Nipper tiptoed to his side~ and saw now 

'' That's all very well, Dorrimore," Nipper that about six paces ahead of them a faint 
•flai~.. ''.Bt1t 110,v tl1e dickens are ,ve going beam of light was gleaming. D01Timoro 
>t~ Qpen tl1at and get dovln t.here ,vith these crept to,vards the light, ·and .Nipper followed, 
= aarned handcttffs on?'' to discover that· it \\~as coming fro1n a small 
· · 'As' far as Nipper could tell he J1ad not fire which had been built iQ the courtyard 
l'.aisecJ l1is voice, but appa1·ently it mt1st have outside. 
ca«ied, for suddenly, as they stood there, The liglit fro!ll the fire ,va.s glinting thro11gl1 
·the,. heard . a fai11t creak. Then something a nai·ro\v gap in a rough wooden doorway a.t 
,vhj-22ed do,vn from a darh: corner of the the mottth of the passage. Very carefully, 

-1·oo~n, and fell ,vi tl1 a cl till cla11lc · 011 the trap- Dorrimore ~ached ot1t and pressed the door 
. dO,Qlj., opebi id11clN1 T"by incb.h. Th he11h his hand suddenly 
·;- It was a stu'hby key-the sort of key which gra le ipper Y t e s: oulder in a signal 
1s tiscd for openi~g hanclcuff s. for silence. · · 

•:· .;Dorrimore and Nipper had go11e thro11gh a I-le hacl ca11ght-,ight of. someone, or some• 
pretty rot1gh time tip to 110,v, bu.t t,liat thi11g, a11d tl1e yo1111gster ,,.,aitcd there for 
ffiJlsterious \'lay of delivcri11g t~e key to them clevelo11meiits. A mon1ent passed. Then 
very· nearly sent them off into a fit of Dorrimore began to press. tho door further 
l1ysterical lat1ghter. ajar, tintil it \Vas wide eno11g}1 to allow him 

There arc times V."hen a man ,vith his to slip throt1gh. Nipper ro,v hin1 strai~htc11 
up. Then he gave a sudden lcnp, vanishing 

· ner,..-es on edge is just as likely to go off into clea11 throttgh tl1e gap, and the youngster 
l1ysterics as n·ot. Dorrimore, ho,,,.ever, never heard a thud, follo\\"ed by a half-strangled, 
seemed to be affected by nen·cs in· tl1at way- gttrgling cry. 
at least-, not for more than a split second, N. f · · 1·k 

, and l1e gave Nipper a drive with his sl1oulder, ipper \\~as a tcr his conlpanion 1 8 a shot, 
ancl sa,v ,vhat had happened. Do1·rimore was 

~checking the yottngster's outburst• kneeling on the chest of a thick-set figure, 
'' St d · ..... , '' h .d '' Y · - _ en Y on, Jou~g ttn, . e. Sa! · 0.u ,vhile on the ground beside him lay a long 

~an ~c~~~·ve Jrot1r mirth u11t1l this little affair rifle ,vhich had evidcnt]y dropped from tho 
15 9 ' ei · . . . , ~an' s hands. 

It ,vas rather a tr1cl,y Job for l11m to get 
hold of t.l1e ke}·, but l1e· 111anage<l to do so DORRI~IORE co111d I1ave _pt1t tl1e finish-
at last by sta11ding over it and bendi11g do,-."n ing touches on tha.t fcllo,v alo11e, but 
a11d gropi11g for the tiny object ,,·ith hie Nipper ,\Tas not taking any chances 
bou~d hands. . then1 a11d he. grab~ed the rifle . by the 

H1CJ next task ,vas to unloosen Nipper's barrel; then, ,\·ntch1ng his opport11n1ty, lie 
handcuffs and t.l1ey had to stand back. to gave the fcllo,v tho butt on the back of his 
back ,vhile he nerformcd that trick. He hea<I. 
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He flatte11e{l Ol1t at once, a11d Dorrimore, 
releasir1g his 11olcl or, tl1e tl1ick tl1roa t, rollecl 
tl1e cl1a,il against ti1e v;a 11, and arose to 11~ 
feet. 

'' Come along. quick! There's tl1e cart!" 
At the far ~11d c•f t.l1e courtyard they co11ld 

see the outlines of a rot1gl1 nati,·e cart, and 
t.l1ey ha.cl to slink along bcsicle tl1e '\\·all, keep­
ing as far as possible from tl1e fire. 

It ,v.as one of t.1103e crt1de, cumbersome 
vehicles, ,vith solid ,,·ooden wheeLt,, and witl1• 
out springs, v,.llicl1 one meets all o,rer t-hat 
part of the \·rorld, creaki11g and groaning 
along the r11tted roads. It ""as piled higl1 
l\Tith dried gra.ss, ·arid already the tloublo 
team of oxen ,,·ere l"oked to it. 

''-In you get, \\'ttn Foo!'' 
So far as tl1ey rould see there ,vas no sign 

of a driver to tl1e <'art, but the mere fact 
of it ·being tl1ere l1ad J)ltt fresh heart in 
Nipper, a11d l1c realised tl1en that his doubts 
concer11ing that , .. oice in the shaft had been 
grottndless. 

\\" t111 Jtoo ,Ya, tl1e first to climb o, .. er t.l1c 

back of tl1e cart arid 1)1lrv- hin,self i11 l:ri& 
i1enp of fodder; the11 N it)l~,(.•1· follov.,~ed. and 
Dorriniore iJrC•ttgl1t UfJ tl1e 1·~ar. There ,vere 
hea1J6 of roor11 i11 tl1e s,veet-sce11tc-d grass, arid 
they \\"ere 0111~" too glad to ar1uggle do¥:n and 
rest tl1ere. 

Dorrimore \\"as ]yi11g close beside Nipper, 
and they had arran.~'e<l a l11-1ge barricade of 
grass over them, wl1icl1 woulll co11ceal them 
all right_, ,~,rhile allo--ving tl1er11 to breatl1e. 

01r·er the top of t.l1e foclder a thin sl1eet of 
canvas l1ad bee11 strl'tehed, a11d tied here anct 
t.here t.o tl1e edges of tl1e cart, kept tl1e \Yl1ole 
i11 position. 

Nipper coulcl hn,-e s,vorn t11at not a si11gle 
s0ul had 11oticecl tl1e111 tack le the sentry, nor 
their clambering into tlte cart, yet tl1ey liad 
~carc(\I~" settle<l tl1emsel, .. es ir1to pooition y.he1l 
there can1e to tl1e1n tl1e muffled crack of a 
,,·hip a11d a sudclen joJt, telling tl1em that tl1e 
cart l1ad started on its journe.r .-

Th£\ ~ ... J1eels of the ,·~l1icle sndly ~~anted 
greasing, for tl1e C'realc.s a11d groa11s of it made 
a trerne11dot1.3 diJ1. It v,·as s1Jrir1gless, too, and 
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~Y 1vould have sttftered very severely from 
bruises had it not been for the soft padding 
of .the fodder on which they lay. They could 
hear nQw and again the guttural voice of the 
driver and the crack of his short wl1ip ns he 
urged his oxen forlvard. 

At the end of about half an hour the 
vehicle was halted, and they heard voices 
qt1ite close to them. · 

'' Keep quiet, young 'un, '' said Dorrimore. 
'' We are just passing an examining guard 
of some sort, probably just outside tl1e town.,, 

Ile told Nipper afterv.,,ards that the driver 
of the cart had dared the challenger to 
examine that cart, for its contents ,vere the 
prope~ty of the Grand Lama Cho Fttl~ Any­
how, 1t was a very narrow escape for them; 
bl.tt it came off all rigl1t, and the vehicle 
started off again, this time at a sharper pace. 

Nipper kept awalte so long as he could, 
but the warm grass and the n1ovements of 
·the vehicle, together ,vith the fact that he 
was··dcad tired, had their effect at last, and 
he- dropped off into sl11n1ber .. 

CHAPTER 7. 
The Sunken Garden. 

IPPER was a\\'akened by a jar and a 
thud, and l1e found himse-If falling 
through space, in a tangle of fodder 

. and canvas. He. didn't fa-11 very far, 
.and he fetched 11p on his back in about six 
·11ches of water. Bl1t, as the . .'\\"hole cartload 
f fo~der had heaped itself OQ. top of then1, 

~ hey had considerable diffict1lty in scrambling 
:6t1t .through tho n1ass an·a discovering what 
.had happened. . 
;~ _Immediate!y abovo them hung the . cart, 
1v1th or1e of its broad ~·heels smashed:, ·oo;that 
jt l1ad tilted over a11d ~hot them ·and its cori­
·tcnts i11to the t,velvc-foot ditch . beside the 
:,-oadway. 
~i Day had broken now, and in the grey light 
:Nipper cottld see the . driver lashi1~g at ~he 
1lea1n of oxen and ct1rs1ng at tl1em 111 a thick 
:~"oice, while all ~round the cart there ,vas 
. ·?11 absolute pandcmo11ium of ·sound-'• baas,, 
and ''-mers '' from the throats of some 
. ht1ndred or· so of· shaggy· ·goats. 
·< It appeared that the goats had charged 
; ~uddenly do,~·n the hillside .on . to the 1·oad, 
·:Jrighte11ing the slumberous oxen, so that they 
: had swe1·ved, and had shot the cart over the 
· ~dge of the ditch. 
. Bt1t, of co11rse, tl1cy did not ··rcno,\Y this at 
_· the time, and Dorrimoro and Nipper clnm-­
. :bered ltp the ba11k, assisting \Vi111 Foo as 
'they went. 

When they reached the road they found 
themselves wading throt1gh a thigh-deep sea 
_of shaggy, evil-smelling animals. There were 
four_ or fi,·e rough-garbed men in charge of 
the herd, and aiready the dri,,.er· of -their 
cart had commenced to argue v.-ith them 
rather violently. 

Thcii1 stlddenly1 frorn the l1illside tl1ere 

came a shrieking yell, and they sn,v a hud<lle 
of fig,.tres coming rushing to,vards them. 

Nipper noticed then that 011 the top of the 
hill was oilo of those unke1npt native villageJ, 
and it was from the villa-ge tl1at the attack 
,vas being launched. 

And as two-thirds of tl1e figures were 
women, and very fierce-cjo-ed threatening 
women at that, there ,vas 011ly 0110 thing 
to do.· 

And t·hev did it! 
Dorrimore turned to the dl'i,·cr and jerked 

ottt a question: 
'' ,v11ich ,vay have '\\·e to go ? Quick 1 '' _ 
It was plain that if tl1ey stayed tl1ere tl1e 

argument with the goatl1erds \\"'Ould soon be­
come a fight, and the village1·~ v;era swarm­
ing do,vn not only t.o share the f u11 of tl1e 
fight, but also anything i11 the way of loot 
tl1at ,vas to be had. Ob,riot1sly tl1e travellers 
dared not waste a mon1e11t on that road. 

The dri,1er pointed do,vn the road, cast• 
ward. 

''You wi}! find the garden of Sheeg11n 
1\/Ionastcry three miles from here. I am riot 
nh1o to heip you any more,'' he said to Dor-

• 1·1more. . 
These words, howeve1·, indicated tl1at tl1e 

fellow had been really q11it.e a,vare of tl1eir 
presence in that cart, and had~ indeed, Ileen· 
employed by Nclso11 Lee to· sec tl1em througl1 
that final stage of their jol1rney. . 

_Accident, however~ had .. ~ipreventcd l1i1n 
fr~m completing h1~ task, and no·~, ,~rjth ... tl10 
mob ~f angry, yelling v~llag~rs \\~1t111n._ fo1·ty 
or fifty :yards of them, 1t ,vaa time for tho 
tl1ree of t~em to foot it. .· · · 

They : . startf:d ~ff .. n t a spi:ir1t do~n tl1a t 
road, scrambli11g -thro11gh the ;straggling l1erd 
ot goats, now leaping across orio, the11 dash­
ing i11 bet,,,,een. a g~t1p, wµile after tl1c1r1 
a11d· o,"Per the three there rained an absolt1ta 
a,·nla1!che ~~ ·sµ,r1ea _froin .the ~hillsi~Q •.. : -. 

Nipper ,vas ah€ad, ,Yitl1 Dorrimore im1no~ 
~iately~- behind, a11d }Joor ol_d- )Vt1n _Foo brin~ 
1ng 11p tl1e rear: In this · ,vay. tl1ey co,,.ere~ 
the best part o~half a ·n1itc. 'rhey had a 
good le~d, and they increased it as best tl1cy 
could • 

Tl1cy fottnd -the1nsel,·cs folio,Ying tl1e roacj 
3:s it ra11 through a stretcl1 of 1·01.1gl1 grotlnd; 
arid presently it drop1led into a lo,v-lyi11g 
valle;"', ,vith thi11 clu111ps of trees scattered 
here and the1·e over it. 

By ihis time they had s11-aken off the pttrr • 
suit, and, finding a more dense g1-o,vth of 
trees, Dorrimore decided it ,,-rould be bes~ 
for tl1em to halt there for a rest. 

This precaution provccl to be a "°cr:y sot1nd 
one, for they had only just vanished into tl10 
heart of the tre~ when the clatter of hoofs 
came to their ears, ancl they sa,v four or 
five me11, mounted on tl1e shaggy native 
po11ies, go past at a l1nrd gallop in the direc­
tion from which they l1ad just co1ne. 

As tl1ey ,vere all armed and were wearing 
the: same kind of uniform as Vladski's men l1ad 
,vorn, there ,vas not, much <lot1bt bt1t ,vl1at 
they belonged to his compa11y~ 
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''I think we l1ad bettor make a move now, 
young 'un, '' said Dorrimore. '' Those fello,vs 
are bound., to hear ,,,.hat happened on the 
road back there, and ''"'ill doubtless come 
back and make a search for us." 

looming immediatelv in front of them. \\"'alt 
is not quite t,he correct term for it, for it 
was really part of the house itself, rising 
a. sheer fort)? or fifty feet up t.he steep hill-
side. · 

Fortunately Nipper had carried a compass 
l'fith him, and they took their bearings t.hen, OST people are doubtlessly aware tl1at 
and insfead of keeping to the road they Tibetans al\\yaJ·s bt1ild their monas• 
began to work their ,,·ay over tho . rough teries on the highest places they can 
ground, moving from l1ill to hill and clump to find, usually perched, in fact, on· t.he 
clump. .side of the hills, arid althottgl1 tl1ia particular 

This little bit of strategy probably sa,1'cd monastery was not ,·ery high up, it still con ... 
them from captt1re, for somewhere about formed in build and appearance to thoso of 
sunset, when they ,ver-e a ~ood mile from tho its native land. 
road, but could still see 1t in the distance, They learned later tl1at it '\\:-as the onl1 
they noticed the same group of horsemen Tibetan monastery of its type in that part ef 
riding slowly back along the road, and sa,v the \\rorld, and was a relic of the time when 
tl1at two of the number w~re moving along t]1e men from --Tibet had made an unexpected 
some hundred yards from the beaten track, raid into the regions of Tashkent and l1ad 
keeping in a line with their comrades. ruled there for a few years. 

There was little doubt b11t \\·hat they were The di!trict had many Tibetan families, a 
searcl1ing for them and had the tl1ree com- · sort of colony that had been left behi11d 
panions stuck to the road t-hey v.ould cer- when the rule o( tl1e Tibetan was broken. 
tainly have been collared. Dorrimore and Nipper ,vere standing be• 

''We'll let them get on ahead,'' said Dor• side the pagoda, and \Vun Fo l1ad moved to• 
rimore. '' It's the wisest plan.'' ,,,.ards the little doorn"ay of the structure, 

They stopped "'·l1ere they were for another and presently t!1ey l1eard his ,·oioe calling to 
hour, and it was dark before they took 11p tl1e:,m. · .-: .. 
tl1e march again. '' Honourable, just come hero!'' 

It is not a ,rery nice experience travelling Th_ey climbed t.he little flight of steps lead• 
o,~er rough, broken grottnd in that part of the ing to the platform, and, crossing to the 
\\"orld. Now and again they would stumble doorway, found that \Vun Foo l1ad already 
ipto_ hollows, then the_y would bark their shins gained an entr~', and, on pa~ing through tlie' 
against some rugged boulder. But they doorway, they sav.· a tin~' candle shedding a 
managed to keep the line, thanb to the feeble light on a table.. The candle was a 
little compass, and at last, absolutely spent European one, of the tJ"Pe whicl1 is placed in 
and weary~ Dorrimore sa,v the outlines of a what is called n fairy lamp, and, indeed, •it_ 
ht1s:-o builaing standing on the verge of a was a smail .fairJ" lamp in \\-hich the candle 
cliff. was now resting. · 

''I think that must. be the monastery,'' ha But it "·as not really the candle that caught 
said. 11 I know \\·e have kept the line of it, their eyes but the contents ol the table. 
and it ought to be somewhere about here.'' Some kindly so1.1l had set that table for what 

They moved on then, and struck a track was, ~o their hungry eyes, nothing short of 
wliich ga, .. e way to a level road running be• a veritable feast. Not only that, but. they 

were actually European utensils, plate-8, -
t,reen cultivated fields. Tlaen, a quarter of knives and forks, and, most \\"onderful of all, 
a mile fartl1er on, they found themselves b d d b u d h 
descending a terrace, and the sight of a higl1 rea an utter. n er t 8 feeble glimmer 
l\·all ahead indicated tl1at they had, indeed, of light from thst tiny lamp ,,7un Foo's eyes 

rolled in his head. reached the sunken garden. 
It was a very clear nigl1t, and although ~'' What does it mean, 11onourable !'' he said 

in his sing-song ,,.oioo. ''Can it be a feast 
tl1ere was not mucl1 moon, there was still l ·d f h I f h d d 
sufficient light to allo\\" thcn1 to find their ,vay ai or t e sou s O t e eparte !', 
along the ilagged fJaths and up the short Nipper laugl1ed, and, reachi11g out, picked 
flights of steps to tho centre of tl1e garden, l1P 8 dish containing a verr palatable-looking 
\\'here a little lily pond had been fasl1ioncd, cooked tongue, ,vith its jelly all round it. 
l\·ith a small pagoda beside it. '' Not mueh, '' he said. '' This was pre• 

Nipper neTer had the chance of studying pared for tl1e hread•baskets of the Ii \·ing. 
that sunken garden -in the dayligl1t, but e,·en Get busy, my son!'' 
in the darkness it looked a very beautiful Of course, Nipper kne,v· tl1at among story. 
place, a real J.""''el of a garde11, and it "·as \\·rit-ers the hero never seems to want grub. 
quite extraor inar:v to find it tucked a\\·ay He is at""ays out seeking for brave deeds to 
there in the wilde·mess. accomplish, and the mere needs of the body 

They_ found out after\\rards that the Lama do not wor~ him. But when a man is facing 
Cho Ful had laboured for many years to ·fearful odds. and taking the risks that th&7. 
~ake th~ garden a replica of one that ho had had been doing, the den1ands of hie ~tummy'· 
himself owned on the borders of China. mean much more to him than even a · good 

The high wall of tt10 .monastery Ylas now re,·olver. 
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·.R9nscquent1y Dorrimore, Wun Foo and CHAPTER 8. 
Nipper, tl1ree absol11tely scarecro,v objects, 
gathered ro11nd that table and ,volfed the 
food da,,·n as hard as they cot1ld chew. 

'' Of course, jrot1 can guess '"·110 has arranged 
this,'' Dorrimore said to Nipper. 

'' Ratn,cr, '' Nipper rett1rncd. "The gttv'nor 
knows I ve got a ,veakncss for ti1111ed tongtte 
and potted lobster, bt1t ,vhat I ca11't undcr­
sta.nd is 110,v the de11ce he got hold of them." 

Dorrimorc laughed. 
'' I suppose it's part of the Lama's specinl 

store,'' he said. '' You kno,v tl1ese fello,vs 
have extraordinary ways of getting st1pplics 
of food throt1gh, and I have been in monas­
te,riea in Tibet where I've had banqt1cts ,vhich 
could not be helter at the Trocadcro. '' . ' ' 

If they did not qt1ite clear that table, it 
,vas bccauso they \\"ere not able to do so, 
for they certainly continued to pack solidly 
for the best part of half an hour, and even 
then, when. Dorrimore, who had gone out on 
to the little platforµi, ga,re them· a lo,v call, 
Nip'per had to drag Wun Jroo away. 

~· [. teJi yott, honourable Nipper; I don't 
mind· if I die no,v, '' ,vun Foo said. '' It is 
so·Jong since I felt so full!'' 
' .. :!Th'ey foun-d Dor1,.imore waitin.g . for tl1em 
on the edge of thn platform, a11d he tur11ed 
a11d beckonE-d to Nipper. 

'' Look ! '' he said. . 
. He ,vas pointing at the sheer black wall 
i11 .front oi them, and prCBently Nipper sa,v 
first one, tl1en anoth~r tiny light appear 
agai11st it. They didn't seem to be fixed, for 
fliey moved ttll and down, bttt al,vays to• 
,g~tber. They ,·anished ~ once or t,vice, then 
r~appeared again, and at .last Nipper realised 
W~~~ ... they were. . 

'' They're little electric b11lbs st1spcnded on 
a s.trj,11g or something," J1e \\?hispercd to Dor--
~i~9~e. '' Tl1ey l~tt.st hnvc been let. d~\\'n 
f. - _:.; ,, top: tl1at s l\t}1y they are s,v1ng111g 

. d f '' . to an ro. . _ . 
-.. '.' .. Jt's tl1e si°gnal," tl1c tall nrist.ocrat said·. 

'~And you kno,v ,vl1at ,vc are s11pposcd to do now . . ,v e',,.e got to get t1ndcr the. ,\·all the.re 
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P~ wait. Come alo11g I" 
. ' 

· That certain]y ,vas the order they had re• 
ceivcd, nnd the three of them started off 
;;tc1"oss the sunken garden again. .TJ1cy found 
tl1ey_ had to climb another couple of 1·anges 
of steps and foil ow a slope which led them 
'PP. to a slight mot1nd, then t11cy ~altcd dead 
b~_rieath th:c wall, just, abo1~t- at t_he spot ,vl1ere 
they had see11 the lights. 

Ten lo.ng minutes passec1, hl1t 11otl1ing hap­
pe11ed, nnd \Vun Foo turr1ed a11<l leaned to­
\vards Nipper. 

'' What arc ,vc ,vaiting for, honot1rable 
Nipper?" he asked. ''It ,von't do for 11s to 
be found here in tl1c morning. Better get 
away ,vhile ,vc ha,,.c time and get to s01ne 
safe hiding-place.'' . 

'' There ,vill :.:»e no l1idi11g-place for you, 
old man,- yet a,vhilc, '' Nipper returned in a 
low voice. : '' We are u11der. orders now. 
Wc~v·e l1ad the signn.1, nnd ,ve are ,vaiting 
to see \vl1at happe11s. 

· The Man Who Sougl1t Sanctuary r 

D URING all tl1is time, \vl1ilo Nipper, 
Dorrimore a.nd ,vun Foo had been 
jot1rneying across l1alf tl1e ,vorld, 
Nelson J..,eo had bee11 far from idle. 

In fact, mt1ch of ,vhat had l1appencd to tho 
tr~vellers had been of l1is desigi1ing, except, 
of cottrsc, for the nccide11ts. If the detective 
had 11ot appeareJ on tl1e s11rface of things, yet 
his acti,ye and clever brnin had been behind 
all that had happened. 

When he was asked by t11e Foreign Office 
to deal ,,,.ith the affair, 110 ,Yas put into 
possessio11 of one rather i111po1·tnnt fact. A 
certain official, su11posed to represent the 
"\"agt1e Goven1ment in po,,-er i11 Rt1ssia liad 
been talking . very lol1dly of ,,7 l1a t his co;_.ntry 
could do in the way of pa:yi11g th.eir debts. 
And he had hinted of a ,~aJuable store of a 
certain precious metal-a n1etal vastly more 
precious than gold--plati11un1. · . 

Tl1is inform~tion had been given l_ong 
before tl1e arrival of I,·an Bekeroff-to give 
the man his right name i11 London, and after 
the talkative represcnta.tive l1ad made his 
statement, he \Vas suclder1ly forced to retract 
it-pretending thnt ·he had spoken \llithout 
authorit-y1 and tl1nt he ha<l11't 1:i1ennt platinum 
at all. · 

But tl1e Foreign Office· is ·11ot sttch a slt1m• 
l1c~o.t1s. i~stittttio!1 ns _ 111~1~y indignant 
Br1t1sh·crs \\"Ot1ld like to n1ake ot1t, and they 
had made close inqt1iries co11ccrnii1g the 
statement. 

The sum total of tl1ose inqt1irics was that 
there had been a big consignment of 
plati11um nt Tashkent, bt1t it· ·had vanished 
in a most mysterious ,vay-anc1 the date of 
its disappearance coincided ,\:ith the time· 
that :young Sydney Legra11d ,-anished. , 

Nelson Lee kne,v that Legra1id was more 
than a -mere nc,vspape1· correspondent. He 
,vas attached to the Secret Service, an .E11g .. 
glishn1a11 pt1tting his cou11try and l1is cot1n~ 
try's need beiire anyt.l1ing else. 

\\Tith that k110,vledgo to ,,·ork on, Lee 
speedily came to the conclt1sio11 that the d-is­
appcara11ce of that ,·ery preciot1s parcel of 
platint1m ,vas Legrand's <loi!1 g-, and he had 
vanished ~·itl1 it. 

He had . also -reasoned it 011t that Bekcroff­
was in this country to try a11<l find a means 
of getting at yottng Lcgranfl, and, ,vith true 
Slav cruelty, had concentrated on the mother 
and aister, bringing tl1em to }JCilt1ry and ,vant 
by hi1 lies and mis-state111e11is. 

Having decided on his pla11s, Nelson Lee 
got in touch with Bckeroff, a11d thanks to 
th~ careful priming he l1ad recci,·cd at tl1e 
Foreign Office, ho soon JJersuaded the man 
that he ,vas one of his o,v11 kid11ey. Beke• 
roff l1ad 0110 '" .. cak11css-l10 \Vas t1ncommonly 
,~ai11 of l1is O\V11 abilities, a11cl ,vhen a ma11 
thinks no end of himself it is al,va:ys easy 
to hood,vi11lt hirr1. Nclso11 Lee speedily pcr­
st1aded him that '' Peter (_~Jnrk, ~~. the nan1e he 
had assun1cd, ,vas a re<l-!1~.t u11arcl1ist., a11d a 
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great admirer of that ,,onderful man, Ivan 
Bel~eroff. 

111 order to con1lincc him that he had' in­
fluence of the 1.1nde1·hand t;rpe, Lee arranged 
for the arrest and ol1arging of his t,vo friends, 
Dorrimore and Nipper, and the fake theft 
at tho hotel v,·as his o,,,.n particular doing, 
although it \\"as Belteroff \\,.no performed the 
unnecessary violence. 

Had Bekeroff not been a conceited ass, he 
might ha,~e realised that tho uncanny ease 
with which he and the disg11ised Nelson L-ee 
.got away from England was not altoget-her 
dtte to their ctinning. Ever~·thing had been 
arran·ged by the Secret Service, and the pass­
port officers, the Customs officials, and the 
steamship agents, betrayed a brand of cre-
_ dulity that might have warned a more cle,,.er 
man. 

Bekeroff, l1owever, p11t it all dol'·n to Leo's 
pull over the officials, and his own masterl:y 
blttff. -

Nothing of \r~t importance l1appened dltr­
ing the jot~rne1..-, or at Ta~l1kent. Lee ,vas 
busy in Tashkent, and cl1sco,rcred that he 
"·as on the rigl1t scent. His first rough gt1ess 
was soon proved correct. Bekeroff, alias 
I·van Vladski1 had been engaged all that 
time in Lonaon trying to find out ,vhether 
?tlrs. Legrand and ~er daughter had anJ' 
inkling where Sydney Legrand actt1ally l\·as. 
He had not on)y proved to himself that they 
\\"ere ignorant of young Legrand's ,vhere· 
abouts, but by his lies ho robbed them of 
all their money. 

· The authoritiee in Tttrkestan-the Bolshe,~ik 
authorities, that is-had satisfied themsel1 .. es 
that Legrand hacl not passed beyond their 
borders, therefore he must still be insid_e 
them. But ,vhcre, no man could say, 
although there l1ad b£'en certain hints. 

being discovered. or, at least, suspecled. At 
any of the hundred and one to,vns that their 
jot1rney took t.hem to they might ha,=-e been 
halted and questioned, and probablj· cast into 

• prison. 
But Lee's method allo""ed them a clear 

passage throttgh all Vladski's agents. Many 
of them, indeed, actually helped to speed 
that journey, lattghing tip their slee,·es at 
tl1e horrible avrakcning that a,,,,aited these 
fool Britisl1crs nt the end. Then, again, 
Nelson Lee needed Dorrimore's strong arm 
and )·ottng Nipper•s qt1ick · wit to help hin1 
"'1'hen the moment came for him to brcnt, 
B'\\'ay from Bekeroff and· help Legrand. 

Lee had sent l1is aerial message to ~ipper 
from the s~ret chamber of the Lama of tl1e 
Monastery of Sheeg11n. It "~as tl1e Lama 
himse1f who had made him acq11ainted ,•.itl1 
that "'ireless telephone apparatus "~hich co11-
nected the monaster:r with tl1e citadel ,,·here 
Nipper and Dorrimore ,, .. ere confined, and, 
of course, it was at I,ee's st1.ggestion that 
they ",.ere confined in tl1at ,·er}· roo1n. 

The dctecti,,.e never met the monk ,vl10 
had perfected tl1at "·ircless i11s tallation, b11t · 
he ?.'"as told that he had once been i11 tl1e 
Frencl1 mission school in Cl1ina, and hacl been 
kno\\"n t-hcre as a stttdent of y;ireless tele­
grapl1lr. Rece11tl~r Nelson Lee had i11s1)ccte(I 
a ,,·ireless telephone apparatus in Lonclort 
. tl1at · is o,vned by a great claily ne,vspaper, 
and he ,vas nmused to see tl1at tl1ere ,\·as little 
or no difference bet.,''f{\Cn it and t,hc cr11dcr 
one made by tl1e monk in that far.off, iso­
lated monastery on tl1e edge of tl1c llttnger 
Desert. 

J ... ce's mesgage to Nipper l1acl been explicit 
enottgh, and l1e l~ne,v that tl1e l:"'ounqst.er 
,vould do his best to obe~·. Tl1e detect1,re's 
job tl1en ,,,.as to get in to11cl1 \\·itl1 yo1lt1g 
Legrand, so that c,·erJYthi11g migl1t be reaclJi­
for t.l1eir abr11pt- clepa1·tttrc. 

In Tashkent, i11 ac,eordance ,vith suggestions 
Lee had recei,~ed at tl1e Foreign Office, 110 

sought out Agru Kal, tl1e pearl merchant, 
who ,vas also an agent for tl1e Britisl1 Secret NELSON r .. EE hacl 11e,·er spoken to 
Ser,rice. From l1im Lee 1·eceiv·ed the ne"·s Legrand, altl1ottgl1 lie l1acl bee11 over 
that Sydney Legran<l ,vas in hiding in 8 a ,veeli: at tl1c- 1no11asterJ", ancl kne,v 
Tibet.an mor1asterJr at Sl1ceg11n. The ne,l·s of tl1at he ,vas tliere, Legrai1d l1ad 
a \\·hite man having sottght sa11ctt1ary there f.:011gl1t sanctt1a.rJ·, ancl not even Be·kcroff or 
had filtered ot1t to tl10 peasants in tliat part, l>is ga11g of arn1ecl men co1lld get at l1irn. 
and the authorities ,vcrc trJ·iiig to pro,·e or Tl1e count.r:y~ide ,vo111<l l1av-e risen against 
disprove t.he r11mo11r, n11d l1ad sent for t.l1en1 like 011c. 1nnn if tl1ev l1a(l darecl to 11so 
Bekeroff to J1a11clle tl1c matter. armed force. .. 

The matter ,,,.as all ,·er~.,. ,·ague, eo ,,,.hen That old I .. an1a ,Yns a je,Yel in l1is ,Ynv. 
they started for tl1e l\'1onastery of Shoegttn, · He ,,·as tall and tl1in, nnd ,,~itl1 -n face .. liko 
Lee cottld only make ,·er~v ,·agtte ari-ange-- a })icce of old car,·ecl ivor~", and ''"·as tl1e 
ments for Dorrimorc and Nipper. llo 11earest approacl1 to tl1at ,,·onderfitl olcl Lnma 
wanted them to join him at tho proper i11 R11dy·nrd Kipling's '' l{irr1 '' tl1e dctf:cti"\'·e 
moment, and not before. Tl1at ,vas ,vhy l1e liad e, .. er met. 
played the rather c11rio1ts part he did, allou-·- Nothi·ng seemecl to ntffie hi~ cnlnl, an{l tlle 
1ng them to travel to Tasl1kent, and on up 
through the Httngcr Desert, fondly imagin- ,,,.ay l1e handled Bekeroff and l1is men· ,ras 
ing that they were doing so ttnobserved by quite a re,lelation. 
the enemy. "·l1ilo all tl1e time the enemy There -n·as now no mystery about Sydney 
kne'\\·, and were avraiting tl1eir arri,~al- Legrand. Ever:ybody knew he was at 
thanks to Nelson Lee! . the monaste1·y. He had apJlarently a1"-1•iv·ed 

_His _reason for doing tl1is was • tlro-fold. · tl1ore ,vhen hard p1·essed by his foes, and had 
F1rstb 1t would l1ave been next to impossible sougl1t sanctttary, and no one dared to get 

tlfor t em to hnve rencl1ed Tashkent disguised at l1i1n for fear of arousing tl1e rcligioL13 
iou~h they Y.·ere, \\·ithout their identity antagonism of the peasants • 

.,_ 
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The Larr1a l1al1 k:cpt tl1e fact of Legrancl's 
,vl1ereabo11ts s£:cret as lor1g as l1e cotdd, but 
it l1acl gra(lttally Ieal~cd ot1t.. Nelson Lee had 
l1earcl the tr11 tl1 from t!1e old pearl n1crchar1t 
in Tusl1l~e11 t. BeJieroff l1ad picl,ed up the 
rt11nours ancl t.racecl the111 to their sot1rccs. 

l11 a ,,·ay, it. ,vas stalemate on both sides. 
Bekcroff ar1c.l tl1e <lt1tl1orities cottld not, dared 
11ot, lay a fir1gcr 011 Legrand ,vhile ho re-
1nained ,vi tl1in tl1e n1onastery, bttt as soon 
as l1e v·erJtt1rccl to set foot be~yond the mo11as­
tery gates, t!1e enemy would pot1nco 11po11 

l1im. He ,Yas, tl1erefore, as mt1cl1 a prisoner 
i11 tho cot1r1tr,y~ as if he l1ad bee11 loclced up 
i11 a gaol. 

But Bekerofl ,,·as not in tl10 Lan1a's faitl1, 
a11d he l1ated tl1e 1nona.stcrics, ,vhich the 
Laina l{ne,v, ,vhile Nelson Lee, being a 
stra11ger, ,vas more likely to be friendly ,vitl1 
tl1e olcl f cllo,v·. 

Ilekeroff tl1otlgl1t that Lee ,, .. as i11 tl1e 
1nonast.ery in order to s1nttggle I~egrand out 
to l1is ,vaiting 11ersec11tors. He did not kno,v 
tl1at as soor1 ns Lee got to tl1e 1no11astery 
J1e gavo the Lama f11ll details of his plan, 
arid his reason for bei11g there, namely, to 
re8c,ue I~egrauf1. 'l"o l1is relief, tl10 Lama 
,va_~ perfectlJT reacly to l1elp l1im so far as he 
~,~a~· able, a11d to_gether they arranged a very 
s:1t1~factol'y plar1. 
· Bcl{eroff ,,·ent 011ce or t,vire to the monas­

tery nr1cJ }1ad i11ter,.·ie,vs ,vitl1 the detective, 
aY1cJ l.,oe felt no con1pt1r1ction in blt1ffin o- him .. 
He 1nade l1in1 belic,-o tl1at l1e, Lee, h~d got 

JAC 

i11to tl1e Lan1a's go<J<l !Joo:".~, a1~J tl1c Tit1ssian 
co11grat.ttlate(l l1i111 011 tl1at fact. 

D-ekeroff \Vas partic!l t nrly a11xious to get in 
toucl1 ,vith J ... egra11d, bt1t Lee hi111self J1ncl 
11ot n1et t11e :yot1nr~ coi·1·es1Jo11(ie11t. 11he 
La111a, 110\vevcr, pror11isecl tl1at he sho11lcl do 
so, jtist a.s soor1 as their arrangements for 
escaping ,vere comrllete. 

'' l '1 . t .d '' You see, my s011, t 10 oa pries sa1 

t.o l1i111, ,vith a qt11et 11<Jd of l1is Iiead, '' so 
long as tl1ou l1ast 11ot set c:yed on this gt1est 
of 1nir1e, 11othi11g ca11 hap1Jer1 to thee, ancl 
that Rt1ssiar1 ma11, ,vl10111, to 111y o,vn 1~110,v .. 
ledge, is far a,vay fro111 tl1e ligl1t of tr1ttl1 
n11d faith, \vilt not be a }Jle to 11c1'6ttade tl1ee 
i11to betraying tl1e secret.'' 

lle ,vagged a 1011g, Ica11 finger at Nelson 
Lee. 

'' I li110,v that thou nrt a brave n1an, and 
it ,Yot1ld i11dced be difiict1lt to 111ake thee 
speak, bt1t thou dost not ki10,v tl1eso Russia11s. 
They l1a·ve tortures ,vl1icl1 are even ,vorso 
than anything tl1at c,·er l1nppencd in any 
co1111try i11 the olcl days, n11cl I l1ave give11 
t.l1is Englisl1man sa11ctttar~y, a11d 11otl1ing mttst 
harm him.'' 

I11 a way, tl1e old fello,v ,vas rig11t, becat1se 
if Lee di<l 11ot lcno,v \Yl1ero J--'egrand ,vas 
hidden in that ramlJli11g ol<l n1011astery 11 l1e 
cottld 11ot ,,-ery ,,,ell bet.ray I1i111. 

Lee had heard an accot111t of \l'l1at l1nd 
l1ap1)cned to Nir)J)cr ancl D•Jrrin1ore on tJ1e 
road to tl1e n1ona$tcry. T·l10 driver of tl10 
11ati,·e cart l1ad arri,·ed ut tl1e 1no11astery 

of all 
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witl1 a long tale of tl1c accident and the 
flight of the travellers. 

Tl1e Lama sent out one of his trusted spies, 
nnd later in the day the man retttrned \•lith 
the information that the detective's three 
friends had got .away, and were being searched 
for by a party of mounted men from 
Bekeroff's company·. Bttt as that party had 
returned to the camp-,, .. hich ,vas pitched 
about half a mile a~"ay from the monastery­
witl1ot1t their prisoners, Lee was pretty cer­
tain that Dorrimore and the other two had 
evaded · capture. 

And so, when it came dusk, Lee made 
arrangements to show the lights, which were 
cl11ly Io,,·ered from the room he occ11pied in 
the monastery. 

It \\·as witl1 considerable relief t]1at he sa,v 
three figttres appear on the grot1nd below 
the ,,rnll, and kne\\~ them to be his friends, 
and that so far the scheme had ,rorked ot1t 
lrell. 

He left his chamber, passing down a slop­
ing corridor, and finally reached the attstere 
cell in \\·hich the Lama lived. He ,raa seated 
on l1is co11ch in his U5ual placid pose, ,vith 
his string of beads, a11d ,vas m11rmuring to 
himself one of the interminable prayers of 
his faith. 

Lee stepped ql1ietly tl1rot1gh the cttrtain, 
and he raised his calm old eJ-es and ga,,.e 
l1im a smile. 

''Your friends hav-e arri, .. ed," he saicl. 
'' Tltey m11st indeed be brave men, for the 
Rttssian has •been trying to captttre them, 
and they l1ave go11e through dangerous 
country.'' 

Lee never could fathom jt1st how that old 
fello,Y managed to keep himself in touch 
,vith all things that happened, nqt only in 
his district, bt1t also in the remoter parts 
of tl1e \\'Orld. 

'' You are qt1itC' right, holy one,'' be said. 
'' ~ly friends are here, and if yo11 will give 
mo permission, I "~ill carrj· ot1t the next 
mo, .. e of my pla11. '' 

He rose to l1is feet and bolved. 
'' I nm interested in thee and thy friends,'' 

l1e sajd. '' It is wrong of me to take interest 
in anything that happens in the_ ottt6i<lo 
,,·orld, but even an old man hus his "·eak-
11esses. I \\·ill come \Vi th thee and be n 
·irit11ess at this meeting.'' 

He put his hand on Lee's left shottlder, 
and together they left the cha·mber, then 
,,,alked down the passage in~ t~e Io,,~er part 
of the monaster,. Br this ttm(? Lee \Va8 

!airly well acquainted ,v1th th~ !ar1ous rooms 
1n tho lo,,·er floor of the ·bu1ld1ng, and \\'as 
able to find his wav into -the large bleak 
room in which it ,va·s customary for visitors 
to be received. There ,vas a monk on duty 
there, and he arose as they entered. 

''I ,vant to spealc to the Rt1ssian, 
Bekeroff," Lee said. '' Ask him to come 
here.'' 

Tl1e monk looked at the Lnma, who gave 
a slight nod of his head, then the robed 
figure of the messenger turned, and hurried 
from the chamber. The Lama, crossing to 

the n·all, slid one of his yellow hands ·up 
the panel and to11ched a hidden spring, 
making the panel slide aside, disclosing a 
space behind ,,,.ith a flight of steps leading 
from it. 

'' I ",.ill "'ait here, mv fi·iend, '' he said. 
1

' There are manJ? secret passages in this 
monastery, which thou kno\vest nothing 
abo11t. I want to hear \\"hat takes place 
bet\\·cen thyself and the Russian, and I ,vilt 
also be a witness to \\·hat happens when thou 
art taken to the Englishman.'' 

He waited in the recess chatting to Lee, 
until they heard footfalls in the passage with• 
out-, then, ,-.;ith a nod and a quiet smile, the 
tall. lean figure glided through the space 
anci the pnnel ,vas closed behind him. 

A moment later the meesenger entered the 
ding)~ ,risitor's room, ,vith Beke1·off at his 
heels. There \\·as a sco,vl on the Russian's 
face, and Lee kne,v just why it ,vas there. 
He dismissed the monk with a curt nod of 
his head:- the11 t11rned and crossed to,,1'ards 
the detecti,·e. 
· '' Those fool Englishmen \\·ho ·vrere follo,v• 

i11g tts have got a,vay, '' he said, '' and 
althot1gh m~" men have hunted them .all 
alo11g the road\vay tl1eJ' have failed to trace 
them so far." 

Of cot11~se, Nelson Lee knew rnttch more 
abottt that than he did, b11t it ,vas not. his 
plan to let the man kno\\' that. 

'' What does it matter?" he said, with a 
shrug of his sho11lclcrs. '' To-day or to­
morrow, or the next day·, t.hey are bound 
to be found. Ho,v can an~1one escape from 
the Htinger Desert t1nless they take to the 
kno,vn roads, and j"'Ot1r men g11ard t-hem 
all?'' · , 

'' Yes, ,·es, tl1at is so," he returned. '' Yet 
J am a11nOJ"ed, for \\'hile they are 8 t large 
they may s}Joil our other plans.', 

Nelson Lee shook his head. 
''Oh, no, Bekeroff, they will not. spoil ot1r 

plans, for I have completed e, .. er~'thing now, 
and to-night ~·ott \\'ill ha,ro in J·ot1r power 
the man }"Ott \\·ant.'• 

He took a pace f or,\·ard, and l1is big pn,v 
fell on Lee's· shoulder. 

'' Is this true? You realJJr ha Ye arranged 
it?" 

Bekeroff had to be deceived and l1ood• 
,,,inked, so that Lee might sa,"e the yottng 
11e,,tspaper correspondent, and tho detective 
took good care that he carried out the b1.1si­
nes~ as well as he co1tld. 

''Listen to me, Bekeroff,,, h~ snid. ''To­
night t.he Lama is going to Jet me k110,v 
,,·here Legrand is hidden in tl1is place.'' 

It might have been only imagination, ht1t 
Lee thot1ght l1e heard the rustle of a robe, 
and, i11deed, Bekcroff turned his hcnc1 and 
gla11ced around the chamber. 

•• What was that ? " 
''I didn't hear anything,'' Lee returned. 
His black brows met abov·e his CJ'es, and 

for a moment, V."itl1 his hand ttpraised for 
silence, he listened. But tl1e sottnrl ,vns not 
repeated, and after l1e had tiptoed to the 
curt.ai11ed door\\'ay, and had suddc-11ly pulled 
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the ct1rtain aside, disclosing the fact that the 
passage was cm_pty, his doubts vanished, and 
he returned to Lee's side. . 

"All right,'' he said~ "Go 011. '' 

''Tms is my plan,'' Lee continued. 
'' As soon as I have fou11d out whe1·e 
this Englishman is hidden, you and 
I must watch our chance and get 

into his room. We will- make him a p1isoner, 
and will tie him t1p in a robe, gag him, and 
tie a hood over his head so that he may 
pass as a sick monk. You ,vill take him 
,vith you, and you must have an escort of 
your men ready with swift horses and orders 
to ride awa~ from this district as fast as 
they can. You underst~nd that they will n~t 
forgive you for break111g sanctuary, and 1f 
the Lama were to hear of it before you and 
l'"0ur men get free from the district, you ,vill 
be tom to pieces, armed though you may 
be.11 

. 

. . .dekeroff folded his arms and 11odded his 
head. 

·· "i. es, that is tr11e,'' ho returned. '' The 
i o-norar1t fools in this part of the ,vorld \\,.Ot1ld 
,.,b~y the ordE:rs of the.tr Lama, even although 
j~~ 1neant ~heir death. . . 
.'J'' ." You will have to_ pick yot1r mer1 careft1lly, 
and you must appoint one of them as con1-
1na11der of them, for you ,vill havo to ride 
i11side the cart with Legrand. I do not war1t 
the Lama to k110,v that yo11 have had any 
J1and in it, and y,ou mt1st keep ot1t of s!,ght 
until yott are clear of the Hu~ger Desert. 

"That can be arrar1ged easily enougl1, my 
'friend,'' the Russian said. '' Bt1t ,vhat about 
j:~tirself ? " . 
·: · .Lee shr11gged his sl1011ldcrs. 
· ···My part is an easier one,'' he went on. 
'' I .want to give )"OU at least a ft1ll day's 
stdrt, and, therefore, I am pr~pared t~ tal{_e 
this Englishman's place. I ,v1ll dress 1n his 
garments, and ,vill lie on his cot. I might 
even pretend that I am sick, and so give you 
ma11y hours' _start.'' 

Although 1t was L~e's ~,vn scheme,. an~, 
·of course, he had no 1ntent1on of carrying 1t 
ot1t, so far as Bckeroff's part of it was con­
ce111ed, it was certainly one that ·,vottld ha,T.e 
tempted most me11, a11d Bekeroff fell for 1t 
like a lamb. . 

'' I see ,vhat you are driving at,'' 11~ said. 
''Yuu propose to take the place of Legrand, 
and remain ~n his hiding-plac_e, ·pretending to 
be him until we ha·ve had time to get clear ' . . ,, a,vay with our pnsoners. 

.. Yes that is the scheme,'J Lee returned. 
The 'detective saw his eyes twinkle, then 

he passed a hand aci·oss his chin a11d smiled. 
"And what do you think wi_ll happen to 

you, my friend, when these priests discover 
tl1ey have been tricked?'' 

"I'll tell them that I was o,·erpo,vered by 
yo11 a11d your men. And, besides, I am a 
Britisher, after all, and the Lama here '\\Till 
not harm me when ho kno,vs I am of tl1at 
race. 

This, of cou1·se, was true, a11d ,vas a s11btle 
dig at Bekeroff, which the fello,v appreciated, 
£01· l1e had already told Lee that it ,vas 

becnuso of the ~ama's f l'ie11dship to tl1e 
Britisl1 that SJ·dney Legrand l1ad fotwd 
sa11ctuary tl1ere. 

Of course, Lee \\·as pnssing as a Russia11 9 

n11d ,vcis dressed in n Rt1ssian costume, and 
had allo~1'ed his beard to ~1·0,v, so that. he 
made quite a passable specimen of Russian. 
Bekeroff had no idea that tl1e Lama kne,v ltls 
real 11ationality. 

'' At1·d yot1 think that these 11riests ,vill be 
conte11t with that explanation?" he said. 

.. Yes. Why not?" 
He turned a,vay from Lee for a moment, 

and tl1e detecti,"e could see from every · line 
of his body that he ,vas ,·e~ doubtful allot1t 
this 611al statement of Lee s. Indeed, had 
the scheme been a real one, and Lee had 
been going to 1·isk breaking his ,vord, a11d 
allo,,·ed Legrand to be taken a,vay by l1is 
enemies, he knew that it ,vas unlikely 110 
,vot1ld lea,"e that monastery alive when the 
priests had found ottt the trick. · 

Bekeroff obviously belie,,.ed that Lee ,,·as 
goi11g · to sacrifice himself, a11d _yet, despite 
his ma11y vo,vs of eter11al friendship for him, 
tl1e roguo did not make a11y further com­
ment. He kne,v that Lee ,vould probably 
be to1n to pieces, or, at least, he thought so, 
and was qt1ite co11tent to allow that to 
happen. It \\"as just another proof that a 
1nan of his type has neitl1er htin1an f eclir1gs 
11or honot1r. 

"Ve1·y ,vcll, 111y frie11d,'·' l1e said, '' I ha Ye 
no <lot1bt you are right. Tl1c scheme is a 
good one, a11d I will make arrangements at 
once." 

Lee pt1t his hand on his arin. 
'' It \vo11ld be ad,·isable for yot1 to let tl1e 

monks kno,v here that yott are ~eturning to 
the citadel, and, in order to satisfy them on 
that point, you might e,·en make a start in 
that direction. It will be easy enough for 
you to rett1rn, and if you come to the east 
to,ver of the 1nonastery and wait there bl"' the 
small gat~ I ,viii let you in.,, 

"Yes, that is a good idea,'' the Russian 
returned. "I n1ay have to ,·isit this district 
again later Oil¥' and if the Lama thinks I 
11ave gone a,vay no,v, and l1a,Te had no hand 
in the capture of his gt1cst, J1e will be 
11nable to lay the blame on me.'' 

They went into details then, and it ,vas 
arranged that Bekeroff sl1ot1ld have his men 
,vitl1 a covered conveyance ,vaiting for him 
at the foot of the s1.1nken garden. It V.1'as 
Lee \\"ho s11ggcsted that the flight shquld be 
made east,vard, for in that direction lay l1is 
O\\'ll l~ute. 

"I wilJ appoint Savroff as leader of the 
party,'' tho Russian said, '' and I ,viii see 
that he has ten or t,,rel,-e men, ,vell armed 
and mo11nted, with him.'' 

"That ,vill be too many,'' said Lee. '' Two 
or three ,vill be st1fficient. \1t1 e do11't ,vant 
the natives to be s_t1spicious. Sl11·c]y two men 
"·ill be enough, ,v1th yourself, to handle one 
Britisher ? '' • 

'' Yes yot1 are right. Three men l\"111 be 
able to' handle him all right." · 

It was easy t.o unde1-stand ,vhy Nelson Lee 
,vns ,Tery particular that there should be 011ly 
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t,,,o men and Sa, .. roff as cecort for tl1at con­
veyance. He ,vas thinki11g of Nipper, Dorri­
more, and \\"un Foo in the sunken garden. 

There was a greasy smile on Bekeroff's 
face as he shook hands with Nelson Lee and 
went off. Lee accompanied him do,,rn the 
passage and out of the main entrance to tho 
monnstery, then ret11rned to the visitors' 
room, where lie foltncl the old Lama "·aiting 
for him, his arms folded, and a glint in his 
clear eyes. 

''Verily, thot1 art a diplomat, my son," he 
said, '' and for a moment ,,,hat I heard came 
near to decei,"i11g me.,, 

That explained t.he rustle of a gown \\·hich 
they had heard, a11d Lee ,vas ,,ery relie,,.ed 
that the old priest had not bctra:yed l1is 
presence. 

'' And what does it mean?'' the Lama ,,·ent 
on. •· Surely tl1ot1 art ·not going to allov.,. 
this young Eoglishma11 to be taken a,, .. ay by 
that man 7" 

Lee shook his head. 
''You can trust me for t.hat, holy one,'' 110 

said. '' All I require is that J"ou carry ot1t 
the pact that 3rott promised. That is to say, 
that neither yo1.t nor any -of yot1r prieste shall 
enter the room ,vhere the Englishman is 
hidden for at· least the next twcnty .. fo11r 
hours. By doing so )·Ou ,vill gi,,.e me all tl1e 
start I need.'' 

11 It shall be as thou desirest, my son,'' the 
Lama Cho Ful , retur11ed. · ''-Bt1t thou must 
prov-e to me that it is the ~"ot1ng Englishman 
lvl101n thou takest a,vay ,vith thee.'' 

The detecti,·e nodded his head. 
'' I \\,.ill be here in tl1e gt1est-room, and ere 

thou passes out of t.he ·monaster)~· ·t-hott mttst 
come a11d let me say good-bye t-o my 3'oung 
guest. \\Thile he hast been here ,ve have had 
many lonEt talks .together, and I l1a, .. e proved 
tl1at he 18 indeed a · man of much merit, 
l~nowi11g the ,vl1eel of ·~if~.'' 

'' I promise you that Leg1·and sl1all be 
here to say good .. bye to you, lioly one, before 
,vo depart,'' said Lee. '' And nol\·, ,vhere is 
he 2,, -

CHAPTER 9. 
Legrand's Story. 

T HE Lama t11rncd and left tl1e chan1ber~ 
Lee followed him up a sloping 

passage; ther1 they climbed a flight of 
circular stairs~ and the Lama halted at 

a small door set in the solid stonework. He 
produced a key nnd t1nlocked ·the door, 
tl1rusting it for,,'ard, and Lee l1ad a view of 
a little room, fttrnisl1ed in Ettropenn style. 

There \\·as a table in the centre of it, and 
seated there was a thin fig11re in a dark robe. 
Nelson Lee had met SJ"dncy Legrand once in 
London, bttt he had to confess that he would 
hardly have recognised him again. He had 
greatly changed, b11t ho arose to his feet at 
011ce, ancl, tossing the long l1nir from l1is 
bro,v - he came foi-,r,trd ,rith outf;trctchcd 
l1nnd~ 

'' I-IO\V are )'OU, Lee ? ,, 11 e said ,vith a smile 
tl1at revealed a set of \\·hite, perfect teeth. 
"Our f 1iend, Cho Ful, told me that yot1. 
,,rere here, and has gi,ren me an idea of 
~ .. our plans. I ha, .. e been looking forward to 
this meeting." l 

They shook l1ands, and, although there \\'88 
really Illenty of dr~ma in the incident, a_ll 
tl1ey did ,vas to smile at each other. It 1s 
probable that men of another race v.rould ha,'"& 
\\'axed excitable over that meeting, for it is 
certainly a fact that Lee had gone through a 
great amount of trot1ble and difficulty to get 
through to tl1at little room in the lonely 
monastery percl1ed l1igh abo,~e the Ht1nger 
Desert. 

But B1"itishers are proverbially phlegmatic, 
and it was tl1e Lama himself who commented 
on their nationalistic character. 

'' Ah, ye I But tl1ou art indeed Britishers, 
both,'' -ho said in his gentle voice. •• One 
might imagine that thou wert meeting each 
other in -those ,Yicle ~treets of that wonder 
city of yours of ,, .. hirl1 I ha,,.e heard much, 
but have never seen.'' 

'' It is a wai ""e ha,~e, holy one," maid 
Legra11d, reaching and catching the Lama 
by the hand. '' But although ,ve may not 
sho,v ot1r feelings, th~y· are there right enough, 
and very deep. Whatever happens to me 
now, I shall ne,·er forget your kindness to 
me. Yott s.n,·cd my life aye, more than 
that, for )"Ott kept me here ,vhen there l\1'ere 
men outside l1owling for my blood.'' 

~he old f ellolv raised his calm bro\\·s. 
'' ,,.,. e do not allo,'f bloodshed \\'ithin the 

grottnds of this sacred place,'' he said. •· Thou 
didst ~eek sanctuary here and it 1\"as afforded 
to thee. But tnou wilt remember that thou 
didst make me a promise, and if thou dost 
get clear from here and back to Britain I 
shall expect that promise to be fulfilled.'' 

''It will be fulfilled. holy one,'' Legrand 
rot.urned. '' As soon as I can I will send you 
all the books and histories that are to be 
bo11ght in London concerning the life of 
Buddha. And, as you k,iow, London is the 
market place of the "·orld. '' 

'' It is well,'' the Lama said. '' I \\~ant to 
complete my library, and I shall hold thee 
to -tl1y promise. '1 

Then, ,, .. ith a nod to Nelson Lee, he 
tt1rned and walked out of the chamber, lea,,.­
ing the door ajar, and they listened to his 
soft footfalla until tl1ey had died a"~ay in the 
silence. 

'' A fine old chap, that, Lee,'' Legrand 
said, pagsing one hand ncross his brow. .. It 
was the nearest thing in the wo1·ld for ma 
to get througl1, and if it l1ad not been for 
Cho Ful I ,\·ottld ha,,.e been dead months 
ago.'' 

He smiled. 
''It was jt1st my l11ck that I sl1otlld know 

n little of tl1e langttngo of his people, and 
have al.so been a student of the religion that 
l1e follows. I kne\\' that I could get sanctt1ar1 
l1ere1 and I managed to reach the place just 
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in:·• the nick of time, after a te1·rible cxperi• 
er1ce in the Hu11ger Desert. I ha,·e promised 
Cho 1ful to ae11d him books in every langt1age 
1 can get hold of. dealing ,vith his belo,·cd 
religion, and I mean to do that. Q,1eer thing 
that I should really be b11ying my safety 
by way of ancient ,Tolumes ,vhich, no doubt, 
I shall be able to pick up i11 tl1e Charing 
Cross Road in seco11d-hand booksl1ops ! " 

Lee laughed. • 
''It is certainly a ct1riot1s . p1~icc to pay for 

one's life, Legrand,'' he said. '' Bl1t I shall 
see that you get as co1nplete a collection as 
it is · possible to obtain, for I also o,ve the 
old Lama a debt.'' 

Legrand took his seat at the table again 
and indicated a vaca11t chair opposite l1is. 
They '\\"ere E11ropean chairs, a11d Legrand 
noticed Lee glance at them, and smiled. 

'' The Lama pro,yided these for my special 
comfo1~t, '' he said. ,,, Goodness -only kno,vs 
,vhcrc he got them from, but these fcllo\\·s 
are much better prov-ided for in the · monas­
teries than the average individual belic·ves. 
And now I an1 ft1ll of interest to know j11st 
what yot1 are going to do, Lee. I under-
stand you have so1ne· sort. of p.la11 b.y ,vhic~ 

/}.·:lean get away from here and back to 
~~gland; but I "'ant to ~arn. ~,.!)U. that I_ a1~1 
. not going back to Great B1 .. 1ta1n tlnt1l I 
·have collected a trcas11re tro,·e which I l1a\·e 
hidden.'' 

Nelso11 Lee lca11cd for,vnrd 'a11d sn1iled at 
l1im. 

"~leaning three thotlsand 0L1nces of 
.. platinum, ch?'' 
~.--> ·Legrand stared at Leo for a 111on1cnt, ll1en 
·btoke into a lattgh. . 

'~ Of course, I forgot. I n1ight ha\·e k110,v11 
that the famotlS Nelson I-'ce ,vould bo Sl\1'0 
to - have landed on that little incident,'' ho 
said.· '' But, by ·James, I don't kno,v ho\V 
yQ_tt managed it, old chap.~' . 
. ·.'' It "·as partly guess,vorl{, '' Lee retl11·ne~. 

'' Btit is it really the case tl1at you did 
collar that platint1m? '' 

·· · Lcgrand's fine face lit t1p·_ i11to· n sm:ile as 
he replied: · · 

'' Evcr_y last 011·nce of it," l1e said, bringi11g 
his fist down on the· table ,,,.i th a crash, .. and, 
by Jo,·e, the ad\'cntures tha·t I had b~fore 
I got it safely · ottt of tl1c ,,·ay wo11ld fill a 
book. You sec,. two of us \\10c1·c at Tashkent 
when "·e heard about the st11ff comi11g 
throt1gh. We kne,v where it 1\'as going, and 
,,·e also kne,v that it ,vaa real]y the proceeds 
of a deliberate robbery carried out by somo 
scoundrelly officials in lloscow. That store 
of platint1m, J--'ee, was really t-110 property 
of a British firn1 out there, and when I 
learned that I made up my n1ind tha~ it '\\T~s 

not going to go beyond Tasl1kc11t 1n tl1e1r 
hands.'' 

He leaned baclt in l1is cl1air and folded l1is 
arms . • 

'' It ,vas deposited in one of the banks at 
Tashkent,'' he "·ent on, '' and tl1e man in 
charge of it ,,,as Bekcroff's assistant. Bcke-

roil:" !11n1self \Vas not at Tasl1kc11t at tl1c ti1ne, 
but he ,vas expected tl1ere to }Jiclc it 11p. 
\Vhat I did then was to get i11to touch ,1;it.l1 
Bekeroff'.s assistant, made J1in1 drunk, then 
my chum and I took possession of tl10 de­
p_osj t note and other IJapers ,vl1icl1 the fellow 
ha,] on him, collared his 11at.ivo cart and 
l1orses, and ,vhile my frie11tl, Lewis1 played 
tl10 part of driver, I got i11to Bekeroff's 
assistant's clothing, a11d ,,·as tl1ere at t!10 
bank as soon as tho doors opened next 
morning." 

IIo chuckled. 
'' The plati11um ,vas in solid ingots, ancl ,vas 

packed in t,, .. o ""ooden chests, encl1 contai11ir1g 
close on a hundredweigl1t. 'l~l1ey were 11ot 
,.,cry bulky chests, ho,vcYer, and v;e fol1nd 
room for them in that droshky. By tc11 
o'clock my friend and I \\·ert~ out of Tashke11t 
and we1·e pltt11gi11g like 111ad for the Hu11ger 
I)csert. '' 

Ile stopped for a mo111e11t, looking acr<)S~ 
at Lee. 

'' I had artangcd ,,·ith anotlicr · party to 
moot· us half-way across tl1e. ,Je.sert and effect 
a chn11ge of convelrance- n1id clotl1ing. But ns 
lttck wo11ld ·have it; we ·,strt1et(. a very bad 
storm, and .,vere held up for tv~ro days, \Yitl1 
tho rNSult 7 that· Bekcroff-• ·hncl --by that ti1ne 
arrived at Tashltcnt, and .had fo~nd his 1nar1 
trttssed up at tl1e hotel. He ,Yas ab1e to sehcf 
0llt \\~ar11i~gs . all ro11nd the. vc.rge of tl10 
desert, aiid .; ottr; friends ,verc: -collared. Ono 
of~ them, }io~·o,·er, manngecl to get throug·l:1 
tho line, and met us at tl10 appointed place, 
telling us what h~d happe1l-Cd. ·I knew ti1at 
Bekeroff ,voµld be beati11g every desert road 
a1_1d. ,y.~t~ping .for t1s, .~nd'. ,ye· c0t.1ld not get 
through as .,ve . ,-..·_ere. Indeed, every native 
··vil]ager .ahcl I goatherd becon1es: a spy on _these 
occasions, and I felt sl.1rc that 011r passage 
tlirot'1gh tl10 ,-.aripus villages_ -~11d · to,vns 011 

the road ~ .. ottld already· have _bce11 report~I. 
\\! e liad thc11 1·eacl1ed a spot thirty miles front 
the monastery . l1ere, · a11d I 111allo 11p my 111incl 
,vhat. to do.,,. ~ · . 

Ile stopped short a11u shr11ggcd l1i.~ 
shot1ldcrs. 

'' The platinttm is safe, Lee,'' 110 said. .. I 
l1icl it there in the desert. M.~; friend ancJ 
tl1e otl1ers \,,e11t off in. t.he drosl1l<y, while I 
rcmai11ed behi11d. One o.f ll9 · had to remai11 
bel1ind in order to sa,·e tl1e others, and­
,vell, as the job was mi11e, I Ielt I had to 
take the risl,. '' 

He made no f ttss abottt tl1at little state­
ment; but Lee, persona]lJ", . co11ld see. the 
ext19aordinary gallantry 1n it, fo1· obviously 
:young Legrand had. allo"!'cd l1is two com­
panions to g~t away }" their rus!1 for ~reedon?·. 
while }10 waited behind to sacrifice h1~sclf if 
n·eeds be. 

'' And ,vhat happened tl1e11?" Lee asked. 
'' Oh I ",.as tackled hv fol1r or five of 

Bekero'ff's men, and did the ' ,,·ot1nded pa1"t• · 
ridge ' stt1nt on thc!D· I p1·ctended to haye '. 
a broke11 leg, kept Just ahead of them, 1n1ie 
after 1nile, 1-tntil I had ,,·orkcd tl1em ,,,.ell , 
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a\vay from t-I1e place v.~here I l1ad llidden the 
platinum. I &110.\vcd IDJ"self then, arid we had 
a ru1111i11g fight for it until dusk. They. got 
me t\\~ice, 011ce in the arm and once in the 
leg, but in the darkness, just when I vias 
about ~t the end of ID)" tether, I saw the 
light sh1ninir at -t.he door· of t-he monastery 
here.'' 

He dre,v a deep breatl1. 
'' I \\·as seren n1iles a ,,·a~ from tl1e n1onas· 

tery when I su. ,,,. tl1at ligl1t, I~ee, and I can 
tell you it v,as just aboi1t as n1t1cl1 ns I could 
do to reach it. The last mil~, in fact, I 
completed on my l1ands and kne~s, and it ,,ras 
ltlcky _I had given m~- pursuers tl1e slip bJ· 
that time.,, 
· He wer1t on to describe 110,,· t11e Lama had 
taken him i11 and hidden l1im, i118t1enced, -no 
doubt, by the fact that the half deliriot1s 
Englishman had babblc·d Bt1ddhism, ,,,.hich he 
had shlda~d at one time·. But if l1e l1a<l been 
safe, l1e v,as still a prisoner, for he cottl<l 
not get out·· ·of the country nor co1nmunic·ate 
,vith his f riend3. To make matters ,,·orse, 
l1is ·.friends, for \\·l101n ho had risked so mucl1, 
l1ad been ca.u~ht bl" Bckeroff's men and killtd 
in tlie figl1t tnat e1iSued. 

It ,vas the'r1 Lee's turn to explain llO\Y l ,ran 
,r1adski, or Bekeroff, had go11e to Lo11don 
a11d had victimised Leg-cand's mother and 
sis_ter in · the hope that they had l1eard ,vl1ere 
tho young correspondent · \\·as, until tho 
rumours of the. Englisl1n1an in t.he monastery 
had leaked out. 
_. Legrand rose to his feet, his fists clencl1ed. 

•' It's anotlicr score I ha,"e to pa)~ against 
Bekcroff, Lee,'' l1c said in n l1t1sl1ed, strnined . . 
,·01ce. - -

Lee rose to bis- feet and poir1tecl to tl1e 
door; then, after a glance around, he sa ,.v· a 
!1eavy copper candlestick ,vl1icl1 proµiise{t 
,vell. He lifted the implement ancl ga,,e it to 
Legrand. . 

. ''-Stand behind that door,'' ho said '' and 
lvhen Bekeroff . comes in here, ,vhich i1e v.'ill 
do. ahead of me.. use that. Don't ki-11 him, 
b11t make aure tliat he goes do~"n. '' 

'' Splendid ! '' cried Legrand, 6Cizing tl1e 
weapon and taking tip _l1is stand at the door. 
'' I think I see your acheme, Lee~" 

I 

tl1e ele,,.entl1 l1our t-l1e Russian doubted .the 
abiljty of Nelson Leo to get Legrand out 
of tl1e monaster}". 

In silence 11e follo,,·ed Lee along the silent 
passage.s to Lcgrand's room. Legrand had 
so arranged his blankets on the bed as to 
n1ako it appear lie lay there sound asleep. 
It ,vaa a good idea, for Bekcroff, fixing his 
ey·es on the couch directly ho opened the 
door, made a quick leap into the room; and 
as l1e did so Lee heard the dull whiz of that 
hca vy candlestic1'. 

Tl1e heavy base of that candlestick landed 
f11ll on the Et1ssian's head, just below the 
ear. His fur cap fell off, and l\-.. ith a thick 
grunt .the burly scl1emcr dropped on his 
knees, then rolled ov·cr on to l1ia side on tl10 
rusl1-co,~ered floor of tl1e chamber. 

Nelson Lee leaped throttgh the door\vay at 
l)11ce, closing the door behind him, and .Le• 
g1·and, dropJJing on one knee, thrust his face 
for\\"ard a11d peered into the l1ea,ry, blotched. 
countenance of his enemy. _ 

'' All right, Lee,'' he said e, .. cntunlly. '' I 
cotild have m11rdercd l1im, but-1,m 11ot tl1at 
sort.. \\7hat do ,\·e do next?'' 

'' I'll show you,'' L.~e returned. 
In a moment tl1ey · had stripped lvn'1 

Bckeroff to -his sl1irt, and l1ad curried l1im 
over to tl1e cot, then l1eld beneath his nostrils 
a pl1ial \\·}1icl1 the Lama had provided. Tl1e 
ft1mes roae Ull irlto tl1e face of the ttnconsciottS 
mar~, his sterto1·ot1s breathing grc,v quiet 
:tnd easy, and Le-c l~ne,v the man ,,~as dee11 
in a doped sleep. 

'' If 011r friend Cho Ft1l is correct, Bekeroff 
,,·ill not ,vake11 ttntil to-morrow afternoon,~' 
Lee remarked. ,: B11t \\~c must not lvaste 
ti1ne:• 

Legrancl l1acl already got together his 
sca11t,y· belongi11gs and vras ready to go. Lee 
dressed iR Bekeroff's clothes and drew the 
l1ea 'rl' fur cap well do"rn over his ears, and, 
usirtg tl1e smoke of tl1e torch, darkened his 
features sufficient!:, t~ give them the rich 
ma~oganl' hue that ll·as Bekeroff's colouring. 

"Now,·o1d man,'' he aaid. ''Come along." 
TJ1ey stole from the room and along the 

J)ftssages, do,vn to the guest chamber,. y.·here 
~he Laina Cho Ful "·as waiting for -them. 

"You see, holy 011e,'' said Lee: ''I ha,~a 
brought l1im to tl1ee to say good-bye.'' . 

CHAPTER 11• Tl1e Laina gripped their hands, but said 
Escape I _ ... !}Ot a ,,,ord. He made a 1esture, and. tt1~n• 

· T' 4 • • 111g, they -passed from his presence. Five 

E VER1:.THING . \\·e11t ~v1tl1011t a h1t-cl1. 1nint1tes later they were emerging int_o the 
Having explained things tQ • Sydney sunken garden, through a low arch\\·ay whicl1 
Legrand, Nelson L~e left_ h1~ and ·opened out on to tl1e mound. A tall figure 

. . .. went down to tl1e little door tn the .suddenly started up almost at their feet and 
eastern tow~r .. of the monast_ery, where Beke• lunged for"'ard, but Lee managed to l1iss a 
roff was wa1t1ng to be admitted. There "~as ,varn-i11g through t11e darkness 
not a soul about beside the ~ussian. Tl1e '' All right, Dorrimore ! " · 
Lama had passed the word to l11B monlcs, and '' Jov·e I Leo l'' . 
they seemed to h_ave vanished off the faco Tl\'O more _figures appeared and hands met 
of the eartl1. . . ir~ tl1e darkness. 

I? husky_ ,vl11~pers B~keroff told ~~e tl1at :; (~011fou!ld you for a scheming d~rkneas t'' 
Sal roff, w1tl1 his t\\~(! men, ,,·as \\"a1t1ng l-•j" said ~rr11nore. '' You've had ;;i . mighty 
fh0; sunken g~~en ~-•th the conve,ranco and game with u.<1, ~Y James! Whaf a t.he idea, 
101ses. He ,, a.) anxious to be off. E,·en at and ,,·l1e1~c tl1e dickens are ,vo going nQw ?'' 
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~'•~r1; -~vhispcrs Lee explai11ed, tl1en tl1ey 
moved off to ,vl1cre Leo k11ew Savroff ,,·ot1ld 
be \\"aiting_ with the horses and tho con­
veyance. Tl1e detective ,ve11t on ahead ,vith 
Nippet· slung o, .. er his _sl1ot1lder, playin

1
g the 

part o~ the doped capti,re, a11d playing it to 
perfection. 

Close behi11d, keeping ,veil concealed in the 
shado,vs, came Wun ~~oo and Don"imore and 
Legrand. It ,,,as pe-rhaps the most crttcial 
1~on1ent of .the whole affair, for Savroff an(J 
his co1npnn1on were both armed a11d ·,vot1ld 
be on the alert. 
_ . Lee sa,v them ,vaiting, sa,v tl1e cart and 
the h?1-scs. · The men ,vcre ,vatchi11g tl10 
011co1n1ng 1!1an, ,vhon1 t.hey took to be 
Bekeroff, ,v1th Legra11d 1tnconscious o, ... er his 
shottlder. Bt1t ,vhen Leo ,vas \vithin tl1ree 
yards of them, Dorrimore shot out of tl1e 
darkness, flung a robe over Savroff's head 
bore hi111 to the ground, and fo11ght grimly 
to batter the senses out of the man. 

~d ,,1t1n Foo '\\'118 on the spot JUSt as 
q~1ckly. He ~ad n1uch to repay these me11. 
His arm was better. He ,vas on· his n1an 
before the f e~lo,v realised , anything ,vas 
,vrong.. The Chinaman's fist flasl1ed out, a11d 
,vt1n ~,oo ,vas st1rp,risirigly strong. It needed 
oi:i)y 011e ter1·ific_ pu11ch to drop the man in a 
_.s1;tn_seless heap, · his· ·accoutrcme•i1ts clattering 
:Otl tl1e grot1ncJ. Bttt that ,vas tl1e only ·sot111d 
he · made. .- : 1 

Dorr1n1ore throttled Savroff into in-­
se11sibility, and the11 lost rio time, helped by 
Le$'rand, in tru~sing and _gagging th~ mn11, 
,vh11e Lee a11d W u11 Foo did the same for the 
otlaer fello,,". • Both Sa,rroff and his · st1b­
ord1nate ,vcre stripped of their clothes 
·,,~hich ,vere do11ned by Dorrimoro and \Vt1~ 
Foo. ·· 

Tl1cy left tl1e t,,,.o 11nfortt1natcs. in tl1e 
·st1~ken garde11,. and, going ot1tside, fourid 
·the · co,,.cred cart, . ,,,.ith the dri,rer i11 

attendance. \V·hen the man saw Lee he came 
to= attention, thinking he sa,v· Bekeroff. Bt1t 
Nipper came ,vilh. a di"Te out-. of a de11se 
shado,v, an·d, ,vith - one drive of his fist- t0 
tl~e ja,v~ dropped the man in a se11seless hen}). 

1
Io.'. 8: trice l1~t ~o~ ·'"T~s t1~1ss~d ~•P, gijgged, 
_dc1Jr1_,re~ _of !11s t1111for1!1, :an~ plac¢d ,vith 11is 
compar11011s 111. t_hc supke? gar~_en·;·· Legra1~d 
rlon11cd tl1at 1r1n1form, Nipper ,vas pince~ 111 
tl1e cart, a11d · tl1e party set off. . · 

They n1ade off· at -a rapid trot doi·n t.I1e 
roa~, ,vith Legrand, · ,veil · mot1ntecl, · leading 
-the ,vay, ,vl1ile Dorrimore dro,·e tl1e l1orses 
th~t hat1led ·the cart. · 

·: · ·But before they could get clear t.l1ey 
~lt1nged s!ap into a !.icket tl1at· gtlarded the 
:1oad, u light flashe -, n11d one man, I"ather 
si~spicious, raised his rifle, and the bolt 
clicked. Tl1ere was no time · to stand on 
ceremony. Leg1·and rode straigl1t ·at the 
figure. Lee called to Dorrin1ol·e to lash at 
tho team of ponies of t,ho ,-el1icle, ar1d ho 
~\\·ervod_ them round so that tJ1ey ,vere head-
1~1_g strai~ht for the ma11 ,vho ,vas raising l1is 
1·1He -to his shoulder. 

~he _party dro_, ... e slap_ thr~t1gh the picket, 
scatter111_g t~em 11~ a11 d1rect1ons. The ponies 
lost their heads then, a11d Dorrimore, ,~ith 

J-1is foot ja1nmed against tlic front of tl1e 
,vagon, l1ad t,visted tl1e rei11B . rot1nd J1is 
po!''erftil ,,·ristij, a11d ,vas l1oldir1g 011 lilie 
gnn1 death. · , 

The roads in that part of tl1e ,vorld are 
mere tracks, a11d as all tl1is ,,Tas taking place 
in the darkness, it can be ti11derstood that 
Dorrimore's task ,vas no easy 011e. lie hacr 
to keep tl1e frightened ani111als on the road, 
and they ,vere tossed fro1n side to side liko 
peas, ~vitl1 the hea,,y canvas top s,vayir1g n11d 
groa111ng above the1n. 

4
' \"\,-,here's Legrand?'' 

Da.l"rimo1·e's . quest.ion ,vas l"appcd out 
bct,vcen set teetl1, and Lee \·e11turcd to lean 
out from his precariot1s seat and look back. 
A thick cloud of dust ,vas rtu~hing behi11d 
them, and for a 11101ne11t the detect1vo tailed 
~o find a11y t.race of the l,.Ott11g corresponde11 t. 
Then presently he sa,v a po11y gallop111g o,·er 
the ro_ugh grou11d close to . the 1-oadsidc and 
its 1·ide1· .. Vr'ns. lying fox,,Tard- on the b;·11te's 
11cck, 11rging 1t 011,vard. 
. Le~ didn~t l~nderstand v.~l1y Legra11d sl1011lll 
~ .· lyi11g do,vn as he was, bttt a 111oment · 1atc1· 
tl1e reason of that becan1e appare11t. i!;or 
fr~i:n ~he!. l~f~, there can1e; a .,:~g-geq volley, nncl 
!Ile. \\·h111e of b11llets_ ptffis1~1g o,,erhead 
111d_1cated ~!}at t1:ie . group _of __ ·~eptinels f rorn 
,,·~11ch ~he __ men 1n the 1·oad 11arJ come ,vcre 
ul1v_e . to ,vl1at \\~as l1aiJpe11il1g,_ a11d 1Yci:e 
taking. pot-shots· at thcn1. · 

A httndred :rnrds" Io,,·cr clo\Vll th_e· road 
Lc_g.rand sw1:1ng his pony, anc~, . spun-ing it 
f?J., all he ,vas ,vorth; he catigl1t tip to tho 
~1de of the ieart. · . . · 
• · 

0 lt's a.II ri~ht,'' he called~ ''I <lre,v· th~i~· 
fi1:e? ~_11q I_. _th1_nk '\\~e 1re s~fo .11_0,r.• Keep thc1n 
at 1t, and ·folto,v me l" · · , . . 

. ' 

H. E: 1veiit' on a}"1ead, t.l1e:1, O.I~d toolt .111) 
position tl1reo or fo11r y,trds in front 
of. th~ir gallppi11g team. That cx­

c-1 •hibj_ti~n. ·of·«-·. horse·111a,11sliip v,l1ich 
.:,~yclney ~~~uI1d gavQ then1 thci1 was as fine 
as a11yth1ng Lee had _e,·er ~·itr1~ssed. . 

Of course,~~egrand ki1c,v c.,·cry inch of 
tl1e g~·o~~l-~ a_rottn~ ·the1·e, :- a11d l1e really· acted 
a$ gtttde. Fbr they -left tJ1e road, taking to 
tl1e 1·ough ground with a · l)l1111p and a s,vay~ 
and f 01· the next hot1r all Lee could do ,\·as 
to sit tight i11 ·his rurner, 111omentariJy 
expecting to be tttrned over. · 

Bt1t it seemed· :ai thotigl1 Legra11d l1ud t.l1c 
eJtes of a nigl1t pro,\1ler, for !10 Jed then1 over 
that a,vf ttl grot111d, rou11d IJotilders, do,v11 
slopes, and ncross nullahs, u11d 11p ngain, 
mile after mile, al,vays kec1Jir1g just ahead so 
that Dori·irr101·c might see 11 i111 a11d f ollo,v. 

It requirics a n1an of iro11 11erve to ride im• 
mediately i11 front of a tean1 of maddened 
pn11ics, for the slightest slip 011 the part of 
his mot1nt ,vot1ld see hin1 do,v11 in. tl10 dust 
arid crushed to pieces lt11dcr tho flyi11g hoofs 
of the beasts. 

Their ponies ,vere in a latl1er of s,veat, n11ll 

none of then1 in that cart lta{I an 11nhrt1isecl 
}Jart i11 the ,vhole of their IJ0<lies ,vhen that 
-mad, ,viJd -1·t1sh throt1gh t11e 11i ght came to 
an e11d. 
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Legrand fln11g tip l1is hand, ancl tb~y heard 
l1is ,:-oice1 thin a11d harsh, BOttnd. 

"All r1gl1t. Try to hold tl1em in now." 
For tl1e latter part of the jo11rney Dorri• 

more had been lashing at tho ponies to keep 
them at their speed, so he f 011nd it an easy 
task to bring them under control. T~hey 
clambered out of the cart ,,ery stiff and sore, 
and Legrancl came for,,·ard, leading his 
hea,,y-bi-eatl1ing pony bel1ind hin1. 

Lee saw tl1en that thev hacl halted in a 
ki11d of natural amphitheatre, a hollo,v in the 
JJlai11s which ,vns l1ea,,.ily attidded ,vith huge 
black boulders. There ,vas a st1ggestion of 
g1·ey i11 t-he sky east,vard, ar,d presently tl1ey 
sa,v the first fingers of the c.ia,vn coming up. 

"This is the best place for t1s to make a 
l1alt," Legrand said. '' ,,re are. qt1ite out of 
sight of anybody, and I s11ggest. ,ve ha,·e a 
Iool{ througl1 the cart and see 1£ ,ve can't 
find some grt1b. '' · 

They four1d that B_ekeroff and his lie11tenant 
had seen to it tl1at there ,,,as ,plenty of food. 

There· were tinned delicacies, plenty of 
biscuits, and the 11sual assortment of 
alcoholic liquo1·s. Bttt tl1ese latter, of co11rse, 
did not appeal to them so much as did t.he 
fact that there ,v.a!i a plentiful supply of milk, 
coffee, arid s11gar. 

Wt1n Foo set to ''"ork to build a fire in 
bet\~leen the boulders, and as the sun arose 
they had their first meal. A verJ' pleasant 
one, and 011e ,vl1ich they· all needed and 
enjoyed. - · 

O VER tl1r- n1eal Legrn11cl n1ade f riencls 
witl1 Dorrtmore and Nipper, and gave 
then1 a l1rief . accou11t of · his ad, .. en­
tt1res. Then, ,vlien tl1e ponie~ had 

been rested and fed and waterecJ, Leg1·and 
tttrned to Lee ,vith a smile 

'' I s\1~posc you ,,-onder why I bro11gl1t yott 
in this direction, Lee,'' he said. '' But tl1ero 
,vas a method in my madness. ,,.,. e are ,,,it.bin 
two or three miles from t.l1e spot ,vl1ere I l1id 
that little trens11re of · mine, nnd ,yhen ,,.l' 
start off again, I'll take yot1 to it.'' 

And he was as· good· as l1is \\~ord. An hot1r 
lat~r tl1e pon~es \\~e1·~ brought to a halt be~ide 
a- little \\rays1de shrine· of Bt1ddha, and into 
thnt shrine I,egrand and Nelson Lee stepped. 
Legrand pullea a hid.den lev~r, and the 
Buddha swung back on 1ts pedestal. Be11eatl1 
they saw a space in whicl1 ,,rere concealed 
t\,·o heavy bo:tes of platinum! 

'' I kne\\" they- \\,.011ld be safe l1ere •• , 
Legrand said ·v-·ith a quiet smile. '•111e 
natives ,voulcl not dream of committing such 
sacrilege as t-o .sl1if t this squat old god of 
theirs, and not even the Rt1ssians \\·ould be 
likely to lay l1ands on it. I wanted a very 
safe guardian, and I don't think I could ha,·e 
chosen a better or1e. '' 

They carried tl1e l1eav·J' boxes out and 
plnced them iu tl1e ,·el1icle, tl1en tl1e journey 
began again. Legrand . .1eemed to know all 
the._ lost and isolated 1·oada on that Hunger 
J:?esert: They_ did -moat • of their j~rney at 
night-time, and, as Dornmore -admitted, ·the 
&train of driving tho ponie5 ,·,as a real st1·ong 
man'• \'\·ork. 

Tl1ey hard}~, tot1.cl1ed a ,·illage during tl1a 
,vhole of tl1e jottrnev, and t.hey were more 
like httman scarecro"rs t.han an)"thing else 
,,rl1En, at. long l(ist, they reached 8 certain 
to,vn-,vl1ich int1st be 11ameless-,~fhere tl1e.y· 
had arra11ged t.hut good friends should be 
,vaiti11g for them. 

A11ll it \Yas there that they had the last 
ne,,,.s of tl1eir mtttual friend, I v·an Bekei-off. 

It had come in more as a- rumour than 
anythi11g elae, but they knew that it ,\·as 
true enougl1, and co11ld fill in the gaps of the 
story. 
_ !-.,or, according to local gossip, Bekeroff 
had been found drt1r1k in a Lama monastery, 
a11d i11stead of thanking tl1e priests for look­
i11g afte1· him, he l1atl been mad enough to 
strike-actually strike the head priest ,vitl1 
his open hand. 

No,v to Btrike a Tibetan Lama means 
death t-0 m8tit people, and although Bekeroff 
managed to escape in tl1e t)ick of timo from 
tl1at monastery, he l1ad had to fty to Tasl1-
kent at once, for the vthole district arose 
like one man agains.t him, and only the 
armed mob who ,rere under him kept him 
from being torn to pieces. 

As it \\'~s, they had had to. l1a,·e a rt1nn~ng 
fight for 1t, and Bekeroff himself had bee11 
ordered to lea ,-e the district by his Sltperiors. 

This was good ne,vs for the party, and, 
tl1anks to tl1e arrangements made on their 
belialf Ly tl1e Foreign Office in London, Lee•s 
little part)" ,,·as able to start on its homev.,.ard 
jourr1ey ,\·ithi11 t\vo clavs from the time the~1' 
l'eached tl1e bo~de.r to"'t\~n. • · 

T HE last part of the jo11rney ,vas ,vhen 
tl1ey embarked 011 board a P, & 0. 
liner at Bombay, and there travelled 
l\'itl1 them a very hea,ry, steel•lined 

cl1est "Thicl1 l1ad to be hoisted on to that 
vessel by · tl1e steam \Yi11cl1. 

It ,vas Legrand's store of platinum, and 
e,,.en when it was safe on board the po\\i-erfttl 
liner, tl1e anxiety of the ne\\•spaper corre­
spondent v;as in no ,,·av lessened. Lee really 
thought tl1at Legrand spent the greater. pa11 t 
of tl1e ,·ovage seated on the hatch do\\·n 
"Thich that chest had been loll,.ered. 

Of course, tl1ev cl1affed him about it, hl1t 
he paid 110 attention to their quiet fun. 

\'.\1un Foo had completely reco,·ered from 
l1is ,,Tot1nd, and they were all feeling ,,.ery fit 
and ,,·ell -ll-hen they caught sight of the \\·hite 
cliff's of old England once more. 

A3 tl1e ,,.essel came · alongside the quay, 
Legrand did forget his treasure for a few 
moments on catc.hing eight of two v.·omanly 
figtires standing w,.aiting impatiently for the 
gang,,·ay to be raised. 

-Nelson Lee had sent a cable 
Legrand before leaving Bombay, 
1neeting whicl1 took _place between 
ller eon "·as a vory affectionate one. 

to Mrs. 
and tl1e 
her and 

Th~t load of .platinum was . duly handed 
o,,.er t.o the Foreign Office officials, who had 
n1et tl1e st.earner, then the whole of .the patty, 
Mrs. ·Legrand -and her dat1ghter -~farian, .ancl 
Sydn~,, of course, packed themselves !nto I 
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Letters to the Editor 
■hould be addressed 

to BBLIOB LEE LIBRARY. l'leetway Bo111e, · 
l'arrincdon Street, London., E.C.4. 

Hallo, chums! 
I have received many letters recently fron1 

readers nsking me if they ca11 l1ave a series of 
stories again about St. Fra11k's. \\i"e)l, I talked 
this ove1· with _l\Ir. Brooks, ,vitl1 the result 
that 11cxt week's special y

1
ar1i is staged at 

St. Frank's, and is a con1bi11ed school- and 
detectiYo story. 

~ ·No,v, next Wcd11esda:y's 111ag11ificent long 
yarn is a sttper-thrillcr, stai·ring Nelson Le~, 
Nipper, and·· the chttms of St. ~.,ra11k 1s1 .and 
I. can guara11tco t,l1µt yo~ ,vi_ll all enjoy it from 
Jlrst lir1e to last. The title is: 

. . . . 

: -~. "-THE MOAT HOUSE MY STE RY I'' 

tho name of St. Fra11l~"s dro.gged into fl1e 
case until lie is absolutely sure that l\11·. 
Stockdale is the III wn11teti ,, man. 

You ~n be interested and thrilled by tl1e 
way the famous detecti·ve tackles tl1is 
difficult case and tl1e a.dventureg that 
spring from it. 

''COCK 0' THE WALK!'' 
Edwy Searles Brooks' Rparkling scl1ool 

story is proving excee<lingl) pop11Jar ,vitl1 
readers, and 1 think it deserves to be, 
for it is a really good story. .Next wcelt 's 
chapters are full of lively incidents, s,:> 
don't miss 'em. 

PEN PALS. 
Jean Berry, View Poi11t, Mellool, via Sl\·~111 

Hill, Victoria, Austral·ia, ,,·ants to hear fro1n 
1·c&ders; ages 18-19. Pnrticularly in Englan<l. 

A. · J. Bosman, 74, Fraser .Street, Turffo11-
tcin, Johannesb11rg; Transvaal, South Africa, 
,vants members for ·his correspondence club. 

_J. Hetherington,. 2, Clarence Street, l\It. 
I--4a,,yley, Pertli, Western Australia, "'ants COl'· 

respondents; stamps .a_nd ~qrt~ _ ·. _ . 
C. Wright, 22,· Clotilde Bttee~'-·Mt. La,:'iley, 

Perth,. We~t~rn A~st.ralia, '""ant.a correspor1-
dent.a anywhere. · · 

A commonplace burglary occu.rs i11 a West Charlie. Nellie, 146, Goderi'.ch Street., oppo-
End flat, n'nd merely ·out of i11terest Nelson sit'e Royal Mint,,. ·Perth, Western ·Australia: 
Lee takes a look round. I111a,gine l1is a1n_aze- ,van ts cor1·csponcJe11ts; i11tere;5tcd in Jiobbi~s. 
ment ,vhe11 lie finds a small charrn ,vl1ich he includi11g postcard colJeciiz1g. 
l1ad last seen hanging fro111 the ,vatch- .Stanley Jo11son, 89, Upper. Pier Street, 
chain of :\Ir. Stockd<l.le, ono of the St . ., .i\von l~ott~l]"e, ~ot1tl1 E1id, Port Eliz~bcth, 

__ lf1'a_11k's Ilousemasters ! South A~r1ca, "'~-ant.11 co1~l"espondents · I. i11 

· ;:. · rhen comes the big sensatio11-the owner of England,. Switzerland, Fra11ce and t.he 1\Ialny 
. ri.- sinister 11011s0 called l\Ioat Hollow, near· St.: "'Peninsula .. - · . : . 
J.i"ranl{'s, is. found brtital_ly n1t1rdered ! Nelson Miss Olga \1~1~it~fir.ld, Ganunan's l\fi.)!, 
L_ec ancJ Nipper go to St. Frank's a11d 111ake lia1naktt, · Rotortla - Line, At1ckland, N evJ 
it kno,vn that tl1ey a.re 011 l1olidn)1, but Zealand, ,vants. girl cor1·e.spo11dents; iuter­
s~cretly they investigate tlio mt1rdcr niystcry. est.ed ~11 sports, music, stan1p-collecting, etc. 
1~hey are. nstoi:i1sl1ec.l to fi11d clttcs ,vhich also R. \-Ya11gh, . Ch~z No118, Sturt Roacl, 
point <lefinitcly to 1fr~ St.oc.k<lale ns being Cron1.1lla, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia, ,vant 3 

either tl1e assassin , or !1is acco1nplice ! Lee is to l1ear from stamp collectors . in llriti~lJ. 
in an a,vli:,vard position, for J1e _ doesn't ,vant Guiana, ~lal~ States, arid Canada. 

first-class con1partmcnt a11d · s1Jod back • to £ rom the despatch of tl1e cases, they receivecl, 
L<1nclo11. indirectly~_ a token that tl1eir goo~ f1·icnd i:1 

A11d tl1ere the l1istory of tJ1e .ease really· tl1e · Sl1ceg11n !rlonastery l1ac) l'ece1ved them. 
comes to a.n end. Jttst ,vhat <lid l1appen to · It ,vas simply art ackno,vlcdgment, and - it 
I1;ar1 Bel<eroff, alias ,r1adski, I .. co has ne,.,.er came all ·tl1e ,vay from Cl1ir1a, having bee11 
.bee11 able to ascertain so fat·, for e,"'e11 no,v ser1t do,vn from Lhasa, tl1e capital of Tibet. 
that part of tho ,,,.orld is more 01· less a The la11g11age ,vns very flo,very, and vlas 
closecl hook, and the ne,vs that filters t.hro11gh 11ot that of tl1c olcl J.Jn111a of tl1e monastery, 
from tl1u t u1ihappy cou11try is t1st1alJy of a bt1t the ,vriter l1ad bee11 asked to ackno,v­
garbled order. ledge the receipt of tl1e eases from them, anrl 

But Sydney Legrand ,vas not i11 London to give them Lama Clio Ft1l's ki11dest regard3 
more than a day or so, ,vhen he and Nelson and tha11l{s. 
Leo set 011t on another expec1ition. They . And _so, after nll, pcrl1aps l1e ~as ns 6atis .. 
1·ansn~ked every sccon~-hand h<?okseller's Jed ,v1 th t}1e rcs11lt of., tl1e affairs as tl1cy 
sl1op 1n London. Not a single treatise, tract, ,,·ere. THE E~D. 
or voli.tme concerning the life nnd meditations (Football - Pura - Tl1rills - Mystery! 
Qf the grPat Buddha ,vas allo,ved to escape That's tlie flNlnd cottiblnation in store ·fott 

. _their hands. you in fire ne:l!f wePll's fopping tale. ''THE 
- ·1t t~ok two g1'cat packing-cases to hold ltfOAT llOUSF: It-lYSTERYI '' Nelson 'Lee 
_all their purchases, and nlthot1gh they co11ld and Nipper return to St.. Pttonli's, ,.,,ums, 
only s~nd them t.<? \Yhere. Briti.sh n1l .. e e_nded, so tell ·au yout• pals- b11f niake su1•e of 

· yet tl1e fact ren1a1ns that ,v1tl11n t,vo n1ontl1s uou,r otvn co1111 llrsf.1 



Start Reading This Great School Story Of St. Frank's I 
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Bal Brewster, of the River Bouse School, has worked a jape on Randforth, the 
new skipper of the St. Frank's Remove. In the guise of a new Housemaster, 
Brewster enters St. Frank's and persuades Bandforth to raid the kitchens with 
the o~iect of preparing a great feast. Bandforth, with several Removites, 
is caught by a master, who begins to see daylight when Bandforth explains. 

Poor Old Handy! 
ll. Bl~\ .. I~l1 l_JEY S'"fOI(ES ,1,.ent to tl1e 

door ar~cl ope!1ecl it Stl<ldc-11lJ". ..i\.l)Ot1.t 
a doze11 jt~nior.s starte<l bacl~, lcok­
i11g guilt_y. 

"Co111e iu, bl)):-s," sai,cl 1\lr. Stol~es bln11tlly. 
''"\Toti ,Yere e11gag-0cl i11 ll1is little affair, so 
,-re might as ,Ye! l thrJ ~11 it out togc-tl1c:r." 

Tl1cy tr0<)pecl i~1 ra tl1c·r sl1ee1)isl·1I~~. 
'' It ,vas llandfortl1's iclea, sir--'~ began 

Ilul)bard. 
'' Y 011 are ,vrong, IInbbard; it ,vag ThI r. 

Itake11hnr11's idea," said t}1e Ho~1~err1nste~. 
,~ No,v, Ha11clfortl1, let 1t.s l1enr tl1e cl~tails. 
Du t, first of nll, I 1nust inform :yo1.1 t.ha t I 
nn1 tl1e House111aster of tl1i~ !louse--" 

''Tl1at's ,,~l1Pre ~l'o11"rc ,yrong, sir,'' inter• 
r11pted IInr1{lfort11 triurr1pl1rtntl,y. '' l\1r. 
Fakcnl1am's t.110 11e,Y r11at1. I 111et him i11 
tl1e la110 to-r1igl1t, n11d I brot1gl1t him ttp 
to tl1e scl1ool, and t-ool~ him in." 

''Yott n10a11, he tool-: yo11 in!" sn.id Full­
,~ood. '' 011, :ro·~1 ho,vling cl1ttmp ! You•, .. ·a 
been spooferl ! " 

''Spoofed!" t,r~:-tt11ed Handfort.h. 
'' Spoofed ,1rith n ,~c11geance, I sho1..1!d 

imagine,,, ~n1ilc-cl l\ir. Stokes. •1 Let me 
ass1..1re ~1 0l1, llni1<lfortl1, that no nc,v House­
master has been np1)ointcd, nnd tl1is young 

man-t11is :rtlr. Fal~enharn-l,as alJsolt1tel\" no .. 
at1t.l1ority. If l1e ga·ve J·ot1 any i11strt1ctior1sJ 
~Tou rnaJ" be sure tl1c)~ ,Yero gi ver1 ,,·i tl1 tl1e 
dolil)erate ir1ter1tion of-f:r--fJt1lling yonr 
le.rt',., 

._ t:' • 

" ' 01 i P o f t 11 o ~ r- I{, i Y 0 r Ho 1 t.~ P l, o t 1 n cl c rs, I c 1: -

pc-ct, ~irr·' s~~\cl Cht1rcl1 c1uic·l~l~T. 
'' Qtti te pos:~it) IJ·," sa i<l l\Ir. Stokes. '' I r1 

t!1a t case, tl1e little m)rstcr:v- is ex1)ln ined, a 11d 

it appears tl1a t J'Oll arc not guilty of de .. 
lit,orate clefiance of at1tl1ority, Handfortl1. 
l\lr.s. Pol1 l ter, I tliink ,re cnr1 "let tl1e 111a ttcr 
rest ns it stands." 

'' 1~ ll be glad to be ri<l of tl1em, sir!" said 
!\lr s. Pott l te r l1ea rtil , ... 

'· You'd bettor go, boys, and I 1·all10r 
f~ncy, !\Ir. Cro,vell, tl1ut ,ve n111st let I-Iur1d­
fortl1 off," said l\ir. Stoli:cs dr:yls·. '' He ha~ 
obviolµ,ly been acti11g t1ndor misapprehe11sion. 
and "'"e don't ,\-ant to be harsl1, particu1nrlv 
,vitl1 a ne,v1lr•elected Form captain, el1?" ., 

llandforth turned a sick:Jy.Iooli:ing green. 
"Tl1ank:s, a,vfttlly, sir!" he muttered. •1 I 

-I tl1ought-- Oh, my hat! Spoofed! 
Disl1ed, by George! Tl1at-that bcastlJ1 rotter 
,vas only--" 

He fled, only too glad to escape so ea!ily. 
f\,lr. St.okes and lfr. Crowell ,,,ent off, bot.h 
of then1 cl1 tickling. rl'hey might not ha ,·e 
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dealt so easily ,v·ith any other boy, but Iia11d- ., But-but you sa,v ~Ir. Stokes in tl1e 
forth ,vas famous for his credulot1s nature. passage!'' 

Besides, they l~ne\v ,vhat he ,vould got f1·01n , .. Of cot1rse I rlid-and I l1nd the ,vind up I,, 
l1is Form-fello,va ! replied Bob Bre\Vster. '' I just asked hi1n 

He got it 1 the ,vay to lt,enton's study, and escaped .:irJ 
, '' Observe our great skipper!'' said ]full- about t,vo ticks. Ile probably thougl1t l 
,,·ood solemnly, as they all cro,vded into the ,vas just an ordinary ·visitor. Upon my 
lobby. '' On l1is first day of office he falls ,vord, l've never hood,vinked anybody so 
into a. trap tl1nt ,vould11't l1ave deceived an easily in all my life; you swallo,ved the yarn 
infant--'' ,vhole I And I'd already \'lagered Hal that 

'' But-but I believe he's genuine, e,,.en it would11't ,vork ! " 
no,v ! '' gasped Ila11dforth. '' He knew every• '' We kno,v Handy ~etter than you do, 
t.hing-kne,v ~Ir. Stokes' name, and even Bob l'' grinned Bre,vster. 
spoke to him out in the passage! How tl1e '' And you invited. n1e to ·tea., tool'' said 
dickens was I to guess that he ,vas a Handforth dully. 
spoofer !- He wanted to hold a little feed, ., Yes, and it ,vas all rca<1y if yot1 l1ad 
to celebrate his arrival--', tttrned ·up,,, replied Hal. .. But Bob had 

Thump-thump I time to get to the lane, and ,ve left tl1e 
Two loud ba11gs sounded upon tl1e outer 1·est to l1im. Anyho,v, 110 gave you a pretty 

door, and .Tommy \Vatson pulled it open. broad hint, didn't he 2'' ·· 
' ' Mr. Fakenham i '.' gasped Handforth. '' A broad .hint 1'' . . . 

"There you 111·e .-I kne,v it I By George! ''Rather! ''·~put~ in Ascott, ·grinni11g. •• ",.o 
I'll sho,v l"Oll ,vhet.I1er I Vlas spoof~'' made up ot1r ·• minds t:6 j£\pe 3?ou chaps, a.net 
Then he pattsed, for he saw that }Ir. Faken.• said to ·ottrsclvcs· • ,ve're faki111&· 'em.,, · 
ham ,vas not aloue. Hal Brewster and . •'Yes, •bttt I don't see :--~' · ·l 

Georgie Glynn and Dave Ascott, of the '' Didn•t Hal's brother t~ll .you?'' 
River IIot1se Scho.ol, , ~~ere ,vitl1 him.·:". And -.. ' ' Of course I did,,, p11~· 1in~~, Bob Brewster. 
Bre"?stcr ,,~as carrying a little ,vhite flag. · ''.I •disti_nctly gave my pame ·. as Mr. ~Vcir 

'' Pax I'' ·he said briskly. '' This is· a flag• .Fakenham.. What m9re. co111d I say."?'' · · .. 
of truce,· and j-·ou',,.e got to respect it._-~ ~We ''Help:-~, moa~ Full,,·ood, clti~hi~g. at 
just ,vanted to kno,v· ho,v the wheeze ·hia head-.· ''•Weir· Fakenham '----vle're fak­
,vorked. Do we co1ne in under the armis• ing 'em I Oh, my only Sunday topper! Go 
tice ?', · out and get a coal--hammcr, somebody! And 

'
1 \Ve al,,!ays rcspc.ct tl1c ,vhite flag,'' said-.~Handy didn't spot itl'' · •. 

]?1111 ,vood stiffly. · ··-."Ha, ha,·· l1a P,' 
'rhe visitors came in,. and. llr.: Fakenham . . '' And "1'.0"6,, did fake ~em, ~toe!· ··we fa1~cd 

,vas grinning. . - · tl1e whole lot of you!': S<'li<l Brewster, "·itJ1 
"Did it work?" he asked genially. . · reli$h. _ . '.'•'{f ia.-.-is just. f:o show: y01,.1 what we 
,, l\Iar,rellotlSlJ?; but you \voitldn't have thii1k of . andy's captaincy I So he's goin.g­

spoofcd any other chap,,, grov.'led Church. to make a bio- feature of japes, is he? He's 
.. Handy ,,·ent down to the kitchc11s, a11d tried going to lead the Remo,·e from victory to 
to l"aid U1e ct1pboards, a11d there ,vas a tcr• victory, eh? '\Vel1, it'.s first blood lo us!,, 
1·ili"c sl1i11dy ,vith 1'Irs. Poulter a11d :rtir. '' You-you--'' _ .. 
Cro,vell--'' '' Remember the ,,·I1ite flag,'' said IIal 

''Ha, ha, l1nJ'' sternly. 
The River IIol1se conti11gent ho,vled. IIandforth p11Iled hi111scJf together. 
'' Allo,v 111e to i11troduce my brother Bob,'' ''Just w~i.it 11atil I pay :you back--'' 

said Bre,·vstcr blandly. '' It's his . o,vn "Ha, · h~, ha I'' 
moustache, so don't try to pull it off 1'' The River House boys, lvith Hal Brc,v• 

'' You cl1ccJ~y yot111g ass!', began l\Ir. ster's brother, reeled ot1t into tl1e 11igl1t, sl1out-
Jlakc11l1am. ing ,vith merriment. 

'' He's staying do,vn here for a day or t, .. ,.o, ,, ''This,'' said Fttll '"·ood. '' is ,vl1cre IIandy 
Vlent on Bre,vster. .. I thougl1t it \Yas about crawls away and expires!'' · 
time ,ve spoofed you St. Fra11l{'s fello,vs, a11d · '' Oh, is it?'' said Han,lfortl1 fiercely. '' Do 
Bob came in l1andy. Not a bad actor, is yo11 think I'm whacked by a single jape like 
he!'' this? Wait, my s011s ! Hy George 1 I'll 

Handforth seemed perce1ltibly smaller. sho,v these River !louse cl1a1Js somctl1i11g ! 
''•You-you 19otters !'' 110 gasped. Jt1st lea,~e it to me!'' 
'' ,vhat nbot1t tl1e ,vay you treated me this 

morning?'' demanded Hal indignantly. •• I 
came l1ere especially to see you about the 
footer, nnd you pt1shed me off witho11t even 
discus.sing tho stibject ! That stain had to 
be ,v1ped out-and ,vith you as skipper, it 
\Vas pretty easy l'' 

'' Sorry, old man,'' grinned Hal's brother. 
•'Don't bla111e n1e £01· all this yot1 kno,v­
H,al egged 1ne .on to it, and n; I thought it 
rather a good Joke, I entered into the spirit 
of tl1e tl1i11g 1 '' · 

Handforlh Says '' Stop I '' 
,, SHOOT, IIul~sl1oot !'' 

Ha) Brewster shot, and 
Frank's \\?ere t.,vo down. 

St. . 

'' Goal l,, 
11 011, good kick, Hal, old man!'' 
The Junior Footqall Gro11nd at the Ri,~e1· 

House Scpool ,\·as ,vell s11rro11nded by entht1-­
siastic supporters. Tl1e ga111e ,vas only t,venty 
minutes old, and the l1on1c team was t,,·o 
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goals to tl1e good. 'Il10 St. Frank's J t1nior Ancl no,v St. Franl~'s \Yero t:\Y'O down 1 
Eleven \Yas not plal'ing t1p to it.s real form, In nddition to a large 11un1ber of River 
and t,hese early disasters ,vere tl1e rest1lt. House f cllo,vs rot1nd the ropes, there ,vere a 

The October afternoon ,vas mild and Sl1nny, groat many St. Frank's Remo,,.ites and 
and \\1 he11 the teams lined 11p again, the Fourth-Formers. The Ri,,.er House School 
juniors were looking hot and 8.us·hed. But ,,~~s only a mile or t,\"o a,vay, so the Saints' 
while the River House footballers "?ere cheer- sttpporters co11ld easily be on the scene. 
fttl and gay, the St. Frank's playei:s ,,·ere Tl1ev \Yere tense and anxious. And the 
desperately grim. ~ game ·hadn't been going for another minute 

''We shall have to get a mo,·e on, yott before n change came about. Cecil de 
chaps!'' said John Bueterfie-'kl Boots, of the Valerie, the St. Frank's pivot, sent a long 
Fourth. '' Great Scott t \\'hat tl1e dickens pass o,-er to the left.,ving, and Reggie Pitt 
will Handy say if .. ,.e lose this ·match? \Ve ,,,.as a"'ay. 
shall never hear the last of it!" '' Hurral1 ! '' 

'' Hang it all, Bt1stor, lie cot,ldn't ha, .. e '' Go it, Reggie!'' 
dor1e much worse tl1an you!'' g1·0\\·led Cecil Pitt was a demon ot1tside-1eft, and there 
de Valerie, of the Remove. '' You',,.e missed "~ere very fe,v schoolboy defenders ,vl10 co·uld 
t,vo lovely openings l" check l1im. He ran S\\'if tly do""n the touch• 

The leader ot the Fourth grunted, but line, \\,.ith tl1e leather in perfect control at 
made no lucid rep'ly. hi3 feet. Ar1d then, ,rith beat1tift1l jltdgment, 

'
1 Cro~"e's the chap \\'ho failed!" said Full- he ce11tred. 

,vood tartl~y. 11 He let Bre1-,,.ster get througl1 ''Offside!'' ,·elled a dozen Ri,,.er Ho11se 
twice, and \\·c •re t\\·o goa1s dol\"11 in conse- , .. oices. " 
quence. If ~1cClure had be-en playing, he But Fu11,voo<l, "'ho pounced on the ball, 
,vot1ld11't have made such a mess of it I" ,vas ,veil on-sicle; ihe [eapt forll,.ard, and took 

''Crowe's all right!'!' said Boots indigna11t.ly. a powerful drive at goal. The leather shot 
Cro,ve ,vas a Fottrth-Former, so Boots felt low and true, and the home goalie jt1st sue-­

compelled to stick up for him, although ceeded in fisting it out. 
Buster knew, in his heart, tl1at C1·0\\"e was '' Oh, well saved!'' 
fJlaying badly at right-back. But the ball ,,1ent straight back to Full• 

'l'he game restarted, and llal Brev.·ster and ,vood, and his boot n1et it 11eatl:y. In a flash 
his men continued playing with ent.husiastio the ball \\"as at the back of t-110 net, "·ell out 
vigour. Tl1ey had a good lead, and they wore of the reach of the disconcerted c11stodian. 
int~nt upon making it ev·e11 better. The St. "Goal!'' 
Ptank's players felt that they were fighting ''Well done, Fully!" 
a losing game. ''Hurrah!'' 

. And tJ10)· hall a1\,·ay.~ rl'gnrdecl tl1c A soft purr sounded, and a red Austin 
R1v·er Hottsc as ea.y··game, too. What would Seven sports car came to a star1dstill just 
Ed,,f'ard Oswal<l Handforth have to say if the beyond the ropes. Handforth leapt out, fol• 
eleven rett1rned to St. Frank's •badly t.rounced? lowed by Church and McClure. The captain 

For Handfortl1 ,vas the Junior skipper-lite of the Remove was looking excited. 
C'nptain of tl10 Remo,re-the autocratic die• '' Who scored?'' he asked breathlessly. 
tator of tl1e Ancient House juniors. He would '' Full,Yood-n, lo"·c-ly shot!" saicl 'l'ommy 
not only ha,?e a great deal to say, but he Watson with delight. '' Hallo, Hand~·! So 
\\'Ot1ld probably have a great deal to do. you'\"e sho,,rn 11p, eh? Wl1y the dickens 
Handforth dear]y loved an argumer1t, but he ,vcren't you here to play?'' 
preferred to l1elp it along ,vith his fists. "Never mind about that!'' said Edward 

Nobody knew ,vhy he "·asn't playing in Os\\'ald Handforth. '' It's all right, you 
this game, for he had been talking about cl1aps, '' he went on, turning to Cht1rch and 
-it for days beforehand. His usttal place '\\"as ~1c{)lure. '' \Ve're one up!'' 
;goalie, but no,v that he ,, .. as skipper he had '' (:ood ! '' said his chums. 
given himself the centre-fo1·,~lard position. '' One t1p? '' roared O,,,.en major. '' You 

And then,·· at the last moment, -for some silly ass, )\"e're one do\vn !'' 
" t'l7hat, '· ,, reason tl1at none of the ot.her feilo,vs could ,, 

possibly gttcss at, he had calmly nnnot1nced '' That's tl1e first goal '\\,.e',·e scored, and 
that he wasn't appearing! And on the tl1e River House botlnders have got t,vo!' 1 

top of this, ho had gone off some\\·here '' 011, have they?'' snapped Handfortlt. 
in his Austin Se, .. en with Church and '' Like tl1eir giddy ner,·e ! Not that it matters 
l\fcClure-t,,·o otl1er important n1embers of mt1ch, anyhow I This game's going to start 
t,he team. all o,,.er again.'' 

Hand forth had failed to explain that he '' Chuck it, Handy!'' said Church. '' You 
had fallen into a trap, and that he had can't pla)· nbout like that t'' . 
definitely promised to be elsev,here-forget• "Can't I?'' said Hnndforth gr1miy. '' Who's 
tin,,. all about the 1natch, and ignoring Church t.hc skipper?'' 
and McClure's efforts to remind him '' You may be the captain of the Remov~, 

Ho couldn't very ,vell admit his hiunder but you're nothing in this game," said 
it ,v~I!'t a Form captain's ptace to make such· Churc.h. '' You're not in the team--'' 
adm1ss10!}.;-so l1e liad reft1sed to make any '' Not in tl1e team?'' said Handforth, star• 
explanation at all. jog. '' I'm ccntre--for,vard ! '' 
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i'~~:011, ,vl1at's tl1c t1sc?" said :.\IcClure. 
'' Yo-,1 can't be cc11tre-for,rard, Ha11<]~y-11ot i11 

i l1is gn111e, an~yl10,v ! It's ,veil 011 tl1e ,,~ay 
JJO\V--" 

. '' An.y 111ore co111111c11 ts f ro111 j·ol1 ~ • .\r11ol <l 
::\Iel:Jn1·c, · a11d 1·ot1'll feel tl1e ,, .. eig·l1t of 111y 

fist,'' said Ha11dfortl1 stcr11lj.... '' An1 I J:1'01·111 
.-:1 JJtain, or n111 I not ? " 

'' Yott sce1n to tl1i11k l·ot1're the ,vholc gidlly 
:-5e}1ool ! ' 1 

-

~IcC~ltire turned a V{HJ', brc.atl1ing l1ard. IIe 
a11c) l~l1l1rC'h ,Yere H·a11<lforth's sta11ncl1 cl111n1s, 
IJnt at ti1nes l1e exas1)eratetl t}1e111 to t l1c poi11t 
<>f l'el·olt. 1-Io,v 011 earth col1ld tl1c silly 
cl1tt1np exf){.'t:t to J>lay i11 this g·n111e 110,v·, 

after lie !aatl (]cfi11itcly gi,-en 111J J1is place 
i ,1 tl1e tenrG? -
· Tl1c stttcly D .trio l1ad been i11 Ba1111i11g·tor1, 

J I'an<lforth l1al·i11g l1ad a vfo11clerf ul i<lea of 
•Xlllecting 111011oy for tho local hos1Jital. BL1t 
it l1ad tt1rne<l ot1t to be a frost,. so 110 l1ad 
eal111]y clashed off to tl1e Riv·er Ho11sc School, 
liis cl111ms expecting that lie ,,·ould be con­
te11t to ,Yatcl1 the n1atch. 

Bt1t a11pnre11tlj? l1c ,,,.nntecl to }llay i11 it, 
too·! 
· :.And tl1is, ns nny ratio11al For111 captai11 
~Jiat1ld have k110,Y11, ,vas 011t of tl1c qttestion. 
f )11ec a foot ball ma tc }1 ,vas -startcll, tl1e t-earn 
,vas ir1·cvocably settled. lf 11alf t-l1e r>laJ·ers 

·- \t.'Cl!e crocked tl1cre cot1ld11't be all)"' st1bstitn­
t io11s. One e;a11't 111ess al>ottt ,vitl1 a football 
t ea111 i11 tlut ,,·ay. .. . 

But IIanclforth ,,~as a 1a¥l t111to l11111self. 
Tl1e ga1nc had Jiardly b_ce11 going f~!' a 

111irlute after that e11cot1rag111g goal of F ltll­
\\"ood's ,Yh~n IIni1dforil1, 11111cl1 to tl1e a1naze­

_..4,J~11t of tl1c i1111110d:ate spectators, ,\~alked 
·st.tiaigl1t on the fiel<l of }Jla:y·-jt1st as (:ro"~e 
lii.i<l. q1,ite failed to sto11 0110 of the Riv·er 
1 F,,usP for\Yards f 1'<)111 breaking tl1rou g·l1. 

.;'Hi!" 
· · r; Pt off tl1e fielll, J·ou i(liot ! '' 

· •.jJla11<lfortl1 took 110 11oticc of tl1e sl1011ts. 
Jlc ratl1er aggravated l1is offence by tuking 
tltc· . ball off l)a,·o .~scott's toe a11<l kicki11g 
it i11to tot1c~l1. 'fl1e J'eft~ree's ,vhistlo ,,·as blow-

·.i:11 g .f u1·io11ely. 
, . "\V·hat's tl1c idea of tl1is? ''- sl1011tcd • .\scott 
i11,ligna11tly.. . . -

'' 'rhis n1atcl1 has got to sto11 r·' rctoi-ted 
J-J a11dforth. 

~· What tl1c--'' 
·,. I,m not speaking to ~-ol1, eithc1·, '' ,,·ent 

011 Ha,ndfortl1. '' ,,r11ere's Bre,,~ster? Hets 
.tl1e captai-11. 011, there lie is! Hallo, Hal! 
-t'111 11ot ~l1re tl1at I 011ght to be 11ally ,Yith 
,·011 a { tf\r t lie ,va~:- j-011 japed 1ne. '' 
" Bre\\~st.cr ,,·as 1n tlo mood oo disc11ss the 
subject, a11cl if lla11dfortl1 l1ad had a little 
tact lie ,vol1ld 11ot. l1av·e raised it at sttch a 
1 i1110. 

'' Co11£01111<l ~·011~ Har1clfort.l1, 11a ve11't ~·ou 
got nny sense?'' asked IIal, g·e11t1i11e1y 
.t1111oyecl. ",,r11n t 's t 11e mea11i11g of tl1is? 
l,,.a11't :rot1 kcPr, <>ff tl1c fip)d ,Yhc11 tl1c ga11le's 
i11 progress?'' 

Jia11clfortl1 sf nrecl i11 nn1aze111c11t. 
· '' .. .\re l-011 having- t l1c 11eryc to ol>jcct !~~ 11(' 

aslicd grir11ly._ 

. . 

Bre,vster lJOi11te<.l. 
'' I'll givo j-ot1 te11 scco11<ls to get off tl1is 

fielcl ! '' lie retorted a11grily. 
'' Bre\,·ster'_s· rig·l1t ! '' llttt i11 tl1e rcft~rce, 011e 

of tl1e ,)lc1C'r Ri ye1· Hot1se bo~·s. ~· Do )·011 
kno,v tl1_at .~sc,Jtt ,,·its jt1st abottt to sco1·c, ·yot1 
1·oung aass? l'\-o a darne(.l goocl 111ii1d · 'tQ 
u,,·nrcl a 1Jc11altJ"', ancl blo,v tl1e rttles 1!'' 

'' (;01110 off tl1e fielcl, Ha11dy !" . . 
"lli ! c~l1t1c1< l1in1 off!'' 
'' 1-Iear, l1ear l '' 
Ha11<lfortl1 lookctl r<)t111d i11 clnze(l a~to11i~l1• 

n1e!1t. Ile-tl1e act llnl skiJl}Je1·-bei11g l1ooted 
at a11ll ordered off tl1e fi~ld ! IIc ,,-ao 50 

llu111bfoL1ndcd tl1at !1c cottlcl 011ly $t~re. He 
llicl11't sce1n to realise that 110 ,vas co111n1itti11~ 
a11 a.l111ost t1111Jar<lon1ble offence. 

'' llats !'' lie sai<l at last. '' Dor1't s·ou rcali~9 
t l1at 1'111 l1cre? '' 

'' Realise it!'' .gasJlecl Bre,,·ster. '' Tl1at'3 
jt1st tl10 trouble! ll11t )"Ott ,von't stay · l1cre 
for lo11g, 1ny lad! I <lor1't ,,·a11t to c1uarrel __ ,, 

"!'111 l1ere, an<l t110 game's got to start a11 
o,·cr a·gai11 ! '' ,,·e11t 011 Ilandfortl1 coldly. 
,. 1'111 lllaJ·i11g c£,11tre-for,,·ard, Boots ca11 go 
i11 goal. :\IcC~lt1re plnJ·s left-lJncli, and c•11urch 
rig·ht-l1a1f. Tl1at's tl1e team ns I origi11ally 
}lickell it. So a~ soo11 as 3·ot1'rc rca{I~·, ,,·c'll 
start tl1c 11la tch ! tt · 

Trouble Brewing! 

F Olt abottt te11 sceo11<ls 11obo{l:y ~1)okc. 
Nobody~ i11 fact, ,, .. as capal.>lo of 

sJJeaki11g. 'fl1ere ,1rus son1etl1i11g abottt 
Ed,\·al'd 05,,·ald Ha11dfol'tl1's cool JJro·-

11on11Ct'111e11t tl1at al111ost depri\pcd l1is list.e:11cl's 
of tl1cir lJrcath 

.i\.11d t lie extraorcli11arJ., JJa rt of it ,,~as l10 

J1ac.l11't tl1e · fai11test idea tliat l1e ,Yas tloi11g 
:tn~~tl1i11 ~ otttra gco11s. Bei11g J u11io1• captai11, 
110 seer1ll!d to tl•i11k that lie l1ad a perfect 
1·igl1t to play fa.-Jt and loose ,,·ith e,~erythir1g· 
a1Ml c,·crybody. E,·e1· since. he I1ad bcc11 
skipper lie Ii.ad acted tl1e dictator. He ap­
peared to tl1i~ that he ,, .. as a lord of e,·ery­
tl1ir1g. And, i11stcad of getting better, l1e .. 
,,·as gro\\1"1ng ,vorsc .. 
. '' Look l1erc, Handy, I clo11't altogetl1e1• · 

lJla111e yoLt !'' said Hal Bre\\·stcr at last. ., I 
do11't sup1l0se yot1 can help it. ,v 07,·e got to 
111ake allo\\~ncc.s £or the 111ent.ally deficient I 
Y ot1'1·c dot.ty ! That's ,,~hat's the n1atter "~ith 
l'Ot1, m~ ... so11 ! You're sin1ply ttp the pole!'~ 

'' Yo~ silly ass--'' 
'' U11lefSs :y·ou get off t.J1is field, ,,·e'll Ilitch 

)·ott off!'' roarcrJ Bre,,·ster ,·iole11tlJ1• .. I'v·e 
11e,·cr l1card of sttcl1 n tl1in.g ! ,,·11at do I 
care 110,v vou origiiially picked the tca111? ,,,. e 
stal'tc<l tl1is ga~1e ,vitl1 ele,·en of :yot1r fel­
lo,,·.~, arid l'1n 11ot sanctio11i11g nlteratio11s. '' 

'' Am I tho ca!Jtai11, or an1 I 11ot ?'' J1c 
askecl l10tly. 

h Yott n1ay JJ~ the ca1)tain of tl1e RPmo,·e­
altl1ot1gh I'm ble:--~e<l if I know '\\."hy tl1e Re-
1110, ... e stir.ks ,ot1 !'' rctortccJ Bre,veter. ,. It 
\,·a~ a11 acciderjt, \Ynsn't it? i~ott ,,·ere elected 

-
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l.>~· rr1i~tttl~,,, ()1' ~0111ctl1i11g·. a11ll ,·ot11· }~orn1• c; The }lo~~ olci fi.:-i!1 (1,)c ~1i·t t111cl<:1·~tnr1{! :~' 
1un~tcr failcci to ~ce tl1c jcil..:e ·t''~ ~a:fl F11ll,,·oo<l. ''·IJe rr1-:-0,r~~ \\'ell. b11t. ]10'-s EO 

'· So111etl1i11g ]ili(1 tl1at, ,. s~1icl J>jtt. '' Ile f,_·-11 of tl10 car,tai11ev· tl1.~lt l1c·'~ l,>st :111 ~cr:sa 
(':111't last .lo11g, a11~~}10\Y-011l"p 1111til Diel~ cf r,ror)orti<)11.·~ " 
Ilntr1ilto11 co1nc-. t,ac;l-:. ·111 tl1c 111ca11ti111e, ]l~t11cli0rt~1 lool~ctl rot1t1(: co](l])·. 
,ro',·o .. g·ot_ to rn1t 1.11J ,vitl1 tl1is ~oi·t of thi11g ,; _.\.11c.l ,vl1at's r11orr-,'' lie ~aic1, ,, lLlllC~-~ 1lii~ 
ever:y· · l1011r t)f tlif' lla)· ! rJ~l1e }">()Or olll cl111111P p·-~~!r!c ·cl<Jes start a.gain, v,·itl1 1110 as c4211trt·· ' 
tl1i11l\.s 11c~~ thr coc-1~ c>f tl1c roost.'' fvr\varc1. J sl1all cnll all my 111 eri ()ff! I sl:ttll 

llrc,Yster looke<l grin1. lit• ,,·as r1,1ito n c•rttt\r tlie1n baC'l~ to 8t. }/ra11li's ! ,, .. 011 ert11't • 

~111111~::S.e111J1P,r<•rf ~"Ol.ttl1. cts a rulci, a~1fl 011c c>f ri:~-·~s· 1110 [tLot1l ·]jl~c t.l1is ~:-, . ' 
flto l)0st. ;~'ll"tl(', 110 l1acl ftla.,·ccf n Ja}_)O 11po11 '~)rc~s )1 0lt alJOllt !,' rJ1·eatlle(l IIal. '·~)f 
1 Ire R.C:ii10Ye reee!1~]j·, flll<-l r)attict1larlj,· llJ)0I1 ~·r1~1r~c, )-Oit'rc 11ot Il1(:~.~-ir~g lt:-::_ atH)llt~ arc ~YC•Ll? 

J-Ian-cJfortl1. bt1t • j·;J ·11a<l . 011ly· .· lJeen i11 tl1e I al\\·a)~~ tl1ou~·ht ~~cu .. ,Yero ~l sr1ort~IIl,i!t, 
11at11ral Ol'lltlr of tl1i11gs. Ile- tried to 1~ee1) 11~llldfortl1--~' :- ·-·· .. \ 
calin. - -4- ... - • ~- '' H "' · ~) t II l '· t I l 't . - . _ c · s . a L 1 or· s rn a r1, _ [ t , u t t · 1 c c o e~ 11 

''"\\~c .clorJ't ,,,.ar1l a11y LuJtl1er, Ila11dfol'tl1, '' tl!1tlersta11(l,~' p11t- in · lf11ii\roocl ffe11c'ro"tts!\ ~ 
11c Raitl c1t1ictl~· ... '' BJ,1 ,Yl1at I lI!t(lc_r~.tQncl, ~·<)lt ,:_It's_ tliis cniltai11's job 'tliat's- clo11c it.'' .... 
lJn~k:cd 011t ot tl1is I11atcl1 at tl10 last mi11t1f.(', · · · - •\ · 
and took' '"~r-oi1r -chtllTIS 1\"itl1 ·,·01t".-~ .. ,,l'e]I, ·.it's •-.;''"~ell,. l1e'cl . better . t1ntlelistanc] .. ~ no,v,!_!, 
1~i(liciiloi:is "to .r5u1Jpose tl1at ;~ot1 ca11 calh1ly rn.ppecl 011 t _ Brc,vStcr~ · '' i\rc ~r()ll getting -- of! 
onrgc" i11 aricJ l1£t,~c ro11r placC'. ,, ... · ~ _ . tl1is fielc.l,. · flu11clfortl1 'l'' t 1 • 

"' .. --~•·
11 

- -.-.,,r••.- . .'=No, I'm net!'" ' 
,. Bt1t i·e' l"f\ l1ci~ ! ,, saicl HaH<iftlrtl1 bla11Ji:Jy·. ~- , 

'' I f" I l t l 1 t~ • '' rr11c11 i11 te11 seconds \Ve' 11 tli l'o,,· 1:·011 off·',, 111 ( t 1a t 1a t o t 1 or Lm s 111 es s is 11' t · i m - ~' . 
porta11t.: . 'f~~·_e1~'s· JJle11t)-p ~f da1~ligi~t, so· ,,;l1y · ·- - - ·• '· · · ·' 
sl1011ldu t ,ve start tl1e ga111c again, ancl play· ·. (H,,,idforlli •s o~stinr,cy is ~'.'••~~ng. !:~ 
it JJroperl:f? '' • , . ,,. ~- . ~ ~ .. , .. '"~\ lif!le t,·o!•ble, fl~rr 1f loo1,s ,,,, t~101~gl1 l,,.~ .. ~s

4 
,,,. __ 

'' Y(\,·,g-<>~ls a11cl ]it ilo fi_sl1c_s !'~ gnsped ~re\V~ fo,; "· ~01,gl1 ti,)1.e ! Don·t ,,,-iss .,,e~t ,,·ed~ ·. 
sf-er. .. . Diel )YOtl l1ear 111111, J·o11 cl1n1)s? ··' · Nesday's li1,el11 a,1,l ln11gl,al1le el1t1Jtler,ft• .) ~l) 

• I • • • 

.. 

·- J.. 

Sent on Frer, Apprt,t,a1 nn re. 
ceipt of a postcard. . 

The .11 80UTHERN ISLES,, 
u~uLiLE. BANJO._ 

.. ·rou can play t.hls delifhtful in­
strn1uent ,,•ith very Ii tie prac­
t irc ,vith the aid of ·our .Free 
Lightrtil)g Tutor. Brass frt'ttcd 
Fini;c•1· ·, Bo:1rd, s"-eet tnelio,v_ 
tone. solidly built; h.ighlJ· 
poli8hcd finish. .a.. • 

._ __ 30,'- VALUE FOR 1119. 
\re ,vill send you one of the@e 

l " Southern Isles " real 

30 9 
l.;knlC'le B~njos up011 1·rceipt 

f - of. your namo _and _addrcsa. · ·· I fo. If t-ntircly to your sat1stac-•va Ue r tion., you sc-nd 1/8 on receipt 
··· and .• 1/• fortnight,ly until 

11/9 is _paid -Full cash "'·it,b ordet, o~ balance ,vlth1n 7 
<lays, - 10f8 only.~J.· A. DAV.1.S & CO. (Dept. 
B.P.49), 94-104. Denmark· Hill, London, S.E.5. 

BE ·TALL~• Your Ilcight' incrPasrd in 14 da)'~ 
. ■ or Money Bnck. Co1npl<'t~ Conrsr·, 

5.r •• Booklc•t, free prifntely.-STEBBING SYSTEM. 
28, Dean Boacl .. LONDON, -N. W.2 . 

THE ''BRITANNIA" Allt PISTOL. 
· - A ,Briti~h Producc-d ,,·(•apon 1u:1hold 

ing n II the traditions of HilI 'rISil 
. . \YURK:\1 _\NSHIP. • PositiYely 1 he 

n1ost :it'~uratc MACHINl~-?tlAD.E pi~tol c·-■ cr 
prod need at the price. •Beautifully tinif.uC'd 

Shoots "itn grC'at forec and pcnctrat,ion, bclug 
llUl.de entirely 'of llEST STEEL. -It win wcnr for 
c~c:r. lfntiYa llc-d · for indoor and outdoor use 
'l'argct a11d Rat ~hooting .\ 

Price, gun blued, 8t6 ~ l'ach With supply of 
Price-, ])lated · ••. 9{ • enrh. Dar~s Jt nd Slugg. 

Send for li.~t 6/ G·uns, ,t-r., rost free, from.,t1JC ,na1,·er_ 
!'RANK CLARKE, Sports Dept.~ 39i41. Lower 

Love~aY. Street .. BIRMING~AM. -

Be sure to· mention THE. NELSON LEE ~LIBRARY 
when communicating with advertisers. 

.... 

.1\ Ini11.ini111n Fr,llfl(. Extr:1 1':1irk 
}:lastic. S[rou1! 1..--alhc-r. S!it1g. 
S1•11d for Li~t ct Tiitll~1rd~. Indou!' 
(;auh.:S, Gun~. l 1 L1:,•zl1. .)-., JL-"i"t:~. -.:le • 

l'ost _ ~r( i.. 2d. , , ... EACH.· 
. , , \ 

Our FREE CATALOGUES show ~ -
,...... •., • ~ ~>,r· • ...,_r. .. ...... ~ I •~ -
Tl1rrc ,~al,,.c Sc-ts fror11 £4-10-0, nncl f.r~1110• 

' . . -
Jll1011cs from £1-1-0 ,,-:tl1 F lll~E I:t•cnrds. ~ 

. - . . '- . - . - ..., ....... ·.") 

:Easy· pn)·o1c•11t tcrras nrrar1gecl. (·arrJage 
T.r'11· 1 

• r ~ 1 (4 \ l • , 

EDWD. O'BRIEN:LTD,(Dept.Z), COVENTRY. . 
. . ~1~ 

~..;i 
- ' . . ' . .. . .,. ...... 

B Lu SH INC Shyness. "N.er\·e1. '' Self-con§ciousnes.t.,.-

'

-Worry Ba.bit. Unreasonable F,ear1. etc. 
..._ . cured or moneJ back .. Complete.c·onrs2 

~/·. Det&lls.-L. A. Stebblng 28. Dean ~oa~, London,:N.W_.1!:~~ 
- .... • • ■ f • I .. "JI" • l '•': 

IHC_R.EASED _my h·cight to Eft. 3:lins. t r' T.11., _· 
age 16~, to'"'6ft_.· I · T.F .. 21, frcn~ 5ft. ·5 to 5ft. 10 f: 
ltOSS SYS'f'I{ll JS GENUlNl~. l\ c ·£2 2s.· De lnPs • 
stamp. :-P Ross. Il(:~gb t Srtc i :ll: s :, . s :.:a!' l:lorou g-l.! . 

.. .. --------------~~=~~=:::::-;~~:::;::~~~~ ..-....:,---■----~.;..,,- ------
' • ,. • • • .- .' ~ -- ,""'i'< 

All applications for Advertisament spaces in t~il .·i 
,ublication should be addressed to the· Adv&rt:semen. -~ 
Manager, '' The Nelson Lee Libr.ary, '' The, Fteetwa~ 

House, Farringdon Street, London, E,C14~ "' : ; 
. ' . •: .. 
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